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PREFACE.

The publication of the present book, Tungkhungia Buranji,
was part of the scheme inaugurated in 1925, under the
auspices of the Assam Government, by Mr. H. C. Barnes
and the late Srijut Hemchandra Goswami, for bringing to
light representative Assamese classics with English transla-
tions. A transcript of an old buranji of the Tungkhungia
dynasty of Ahom kings, compiled by Srinath Barbarua of
the Duara family, was placed at my disposal by Srjut
Sonaram Chaudhury sometime in 1925. Chronicles of the
later period of Ahom rule being comparatively rare the above
buranji proved a great revelation to me specially as it was
compiled by an eminent Ahom official and noble. A proposal
was submitted to the Local Government through Mr. Goswami
to sanction the publication of Srinath Barbarua’s buranji ;
and it received the approval of the Govermment in June,
1927.

_ The kings of the Tungkhungia family ruled in Assam for 145
years, A.D. 1681-1826. The Barbarua’s buranji, though
it purports to be a chronicle of the Tungkhungia dynasty,
|deals only with the history of 55 years, 1751-1806, as it
|commences with the accession of Rajeswar Singha in 1751
and ends with the events of the year 1806 during the reign
of Kamaleswar Singha. The earlier kings, Gadadhar Singha,
Rudra Singha, Siva Singha and Pramatta Singha, covering
the period 1681 to 1751 are dismissed in the preamble only
by the mention of the dates of their accession and desth.
The Barbarua’s chronicle thus contains full accounts of the
reigns of Rajeswar Singha, Lakshmi Singha, Gaurinath
‘Singha, and of the first eleven years of the reign.of Kamale-
swar Singha. In all likelihood it was the very same chron-
icle which has been described by Sir (then Mr.) Rdward Guilt’
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in his ‘ Report on the Progress of Historical Research in
Assam’, 1897, p. 17,—

‘A third Assam Buranji was found at Jorhat by Munshi
Muhibuddin Ahmed, Extra Assistant Commissioner. It
commences with the reign of Gadadhar Singha in 1603 saka,
1681 A.D., but is very brief until 1673 sake, 1751 A.D. It
gives a full account of the reign of Rajeswar Singha and of
his immediate successors, Lakshmi Singha, Gaurinath Singha
and Kamaleswar Singha.’

Srinath Barbarua’s buranji being thus incomplete, I
have, in conformity with the title of the book, prefixed an
account of the earlier Tungkhungia kings, from Gadadhar
Singha to Pramatta Singha. This additional account has
been collated from two buranjis, viz., the puthi recovered in
1912-13 by Mr. Goswami from the Bengena-ati Satra,
dealing with the period from Suhungmung Dihingia Raja to
Pramatta Singha, 1497-175I; and another manuscript
chronicle discovered by me in 1925 in the godown of the
American Baptist Mission, Gauhati, from the accession of
Jayadhwaj Singha in 1648 to the initiation of Rudra Singha'’s
campaign against Cachar in 1706. I have also given an
account of the events of the ten years prior to Gadadhar
Singha’s accession narrating the circumstances which led to
the ascendancy of the Tungkhungia family : this chapter has
been collated from the above two buranjis and several other °
chronicles. The language of the original manuscripts, laid
under contribution for this collated portion, has been
retained. Srinath Duara Barbarua’s list of the Tungkhungia
kings, inserted in the first chapter ends with the accession of
Geurinath Singha; the remaining portion referring to
Kamaleswar Singha, Chandrakanta Singha, Jogeswar Singha
and Purandar Singha has been reproduced from other
chronicles. The present publication, Tungkkungia Burawjs,
therefore, consists of the chronicle of Srinath Barbarua,
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corresponding to paragraph I, the first 19 lines of paragraph
2, and paragraphs 83 to 342; the additional matter newly
collated by the editor corresponds to the later 27 lines of
paragraph 2, and paragraphs 3 to 82. For an account of
the Tungkhungia kings from the year 1806 to the termination
of their rule in 1826, and the events up to the transfer of the
territories of the Honourable East India Company to the
Crown in 1858, the reader is referred to the metrical
Assamese chronicle Asamar Padya-Buranji, shortly to be
published by the Department, and to the synopsis in English
appended to that book.

The Assamese text and its English translation were first
prepared by me from the transcript lent by Mr. Chaudhury
which presented considerable inconvenience and difficulty in
the absence of the puthi for purposes of comparison and
verification ; and as the transcript was not certified to be a
correct and faithful reproduction of the original any discre-
pancy or irregularity was easily explained as a scribal
error This led to complications and doubts, which were)
however, set at rest by the recovery of the original manus-
cript in March, 1931, from Srijut Saratchandra Goswami,
B.A., found among the private collection of his father the
late Srijut Hemchandra Goswami. The Assamese text was
thoroughly revised and compared with the puthi befor eit
was sent to the press, and it has undergone fresh revisions
during the process of correcting the proofs in comparison
with the original manuscript. The present book can
therefere be regarded as a faithful reproduction of the
original buranji of Srinath Barbarua; and our editorial
intervention has been confined to the standardisation of the
spelling as far as it can be done without involving any
phonetic alteration, to the grouping of the text into chapters
and paragraphs, to the numbering of the paragraphs, to the
provision of chapter headings and a running margimal
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summary of the paragraphs. The absence of punctuation in
the original puthi has made the task of the editor arduous
and difficult, as words, clauses and sentences tend to coalesce
into one another, and they have to be separated with
discretion and judgment which requires a complete knowledge
of the minutie of Assam history. As the text preserves a
beautiful monument of chaste and dignified Assamese prose
as used by the enlightened gentry of those days it is imbued
with vast potentialities for purposes of philological investiga-
tion. We have carefully weighed every word and phrase
and noticed every morphological peculiarity and novelty of
expression, and satisfied ourselves that it is in the original.
Our attempt has been to present a contemporaneous
historical and literary masterpiece before the public in as
flawless a manner as possible. It may be mentioned that
the preparation of the text and the translation has kept us
engaged for full six years.

The picture of King Siva Singha and his Queen regnant
vika Devi, also known as Draupadi and Madamvika
Barkuanri, inserted as frontispiece to this volume, has been
reproduced from a contemporary painting, being one of the
numerous illustrations forming part of the famous treatise
on elephants entitled Hasti-vidydrnava, compiled by Sukumar
Barkath under the ofders of that royal pair in 1734 A.D.
The illustrations which are highly gorgeous and realistic
were provided by two court-painters Dilbar and Doshai who
were specially eommissioned for the purpose. The book
contains many other pictures of King Siva Singha and
Queen Amvika Devi. From the close uniformity of the
facial cut and expression maintained in all the pictures, it is
evident that they all conform to a fixed prototype, and they
therefore preserve an exact verisimilitude of the real features
of the enlightened King and Queen. The superior skill and
_ msthetic judgment of the two artists are so much in
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evidence in their numerous paintings that the sketching of &
realistic portrait was a matter of easy attainment to them.
The names of the King and Queen are written at the bottom
of the respective pictures. The court-painters would not
dare to submit to their royal patrons anything but their
true representations, as any deviation from the living
models would produce a caricature and would be highly
appalling to the sesthetic taste and ideals of the time. So we
can take the frontispiece as containing faithful representa-
tions of King Siva Singha and Queen Amvika Devi.

My thanks are due to Srijut Sonaram Chaudhury for
lending me the transcript of Srinath Barbarua’s buranji; to
the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti for lending the historical
manuscripts in its custody; to Rev. A. J. Tuttle of the
American Baptist Mission, Gauhati, for the manuscript
buranjis originally collected for the Mission by Rev. Nathan
Brown during 1840 and 1850; to Pundits Lakshminarayan
Chatterjee, M.A., Srinath Chakravarti, M.A., and Taranatl
Chakravarti Kavyavinod, for their ungrudging help in pre-
paring a correct text of the Sanskrit preambles to the six
historical letters found in Srinath Barbarua’s chronicle; to
Mz. P. Knight, Superintendent of the Baptist Mission Press,
Calcutta, for his unfailing courtesy and personal interest in
the printing of the book; to Srijuts Basudev Misra, B.A.,
and Madhabchandra Barooah of the staff of the Department
of Historical and Antiquarian Studies for assistance in
proof-correction ; to Srijut Saratcharndra Goswami, B.A.,
for lending to the Department the original manuscript puthi
of Srinath Duara Barbarua; and to Srijut Hiteswar
Barbarua for supplying me a genealogical table of the Duara
family, PFinally, I express my deep sense of gratitude to
the Government of Assam for sanctioning the publication of
this valuable historical classic, and also to Mr. A. H. W.
Bentinck, Honorary Provincial Director ¢f the Departmént
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of Historical and Antiquarian Studies, for providing funds
to meet the expenses of publication.

A literal English rendering of the present Assamese text
of the Tungkhungia Burawji is in the press, and is expected
to come out within the course of a few months.

Corron COLLEGE, S. K. BHUYAN,
Gauhati, Assam. Homnorary Assistant Divecior of
Sept. 15, 1932. Historical and Antiguarian Studies,

Assam,
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‘Latikats Ran’, attended by huge loss of men and supplies,
threw Harnath into oonsiderable disrepute at the court.

During the first of the insurrection of the Morans in the
reign of Lakshmi 8i .Eﬂmthﬂenspsﬁl’hnhn_vumttn

&nnter with the Morans the Phukan's army was discomfited by
rebels. Their chief ally Mohanmala Gohain, the third son of
Rudrs Singhs, persusded the Phukan to mccept him as Hs
sovereign. The Phukan having refused to offer his

mbnnhoroigningmmchhhhmismgh.m
retained in custody. This was interpreted at ocourt
delinquency: and the severest oritios attributed to Harnath

ml_fuldeserﬁonoihitohrgosndvolnnhrymbmhliontoth
enemy. Hamnath subssquently hoodwinked the Morans and
escaped from their oustody; and fled down to Silmari in the
distriot of Rungpoor in After Lakshmi 's restora-
tion to the throne in April, 1770, Harnath was from his
mfugemdamtedtohinoldoﬂoeoﬂ!hihrm%uhn. He
was a great friend of the Ksﬁuchohdbul’hﬂkm.mhuy
insttnted oamia ‘o %0 tho elogations apinat B
uted enq into ol
snddumedhuexeouﬁonwhiohmsmbd the
onf:heQueon-mother,theKing‘ll tasl Guru and the Barbarua.

Lakshmi Singha’s suocessor Gaurinath ppointed Har-
:;g-:‘nmhnumnyom.mm o:ulrunpdin

of the King a oolossal sacrifice at
h*hpoﬁﬁmﬁo%mnthtmmd qﬁﬂt
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ment of & revenue dispute, to the reception of & foreign ambassador
and the erection of halting camps for any royal tour, the Barbarua
bad to exercise a general supervision over all details of adminis-
tration.! Purnanands Buragohain found in Srinath Barbarua an
ardent and appreciative supporter of his policy towards the
solution of the critical problems of the time. Srinath ocontinued
in this eminent office for full seventeen years, till 1817, when
Badanchandra returned from Burma and did away with all the
adherents of Purnanands Buragohain, not sparing his own uncle
Srinath. Dhani was appointed Barbarua, who was afterwards a
principal factor in the murder of Badanchandra. Not.hin? more
is heard of Srinath after this. He was obviously very old and

to live in seclusion and retirement; or his existence,
like that of many others, was possibly swept away by the
swelling tide of Burmese barbarities. He is reported to have had
no male issue.

Before assuming the office of Barbarua, Srinath served as Dualia
Phukan, Nyaya-sodha Phukan and Bhitarual Phukan. The
author describes himself as a member of the Kharikatia branch of
the Duara family, probably due to his home at Kharikatia, while
his brother Harnath and his family had their residence at Simalu-
guri. Towards the end of April, 1770, Srinath who was then an
ex-Dualia Phukan, was sent against the Morans at the head of an
army of one thousand Lahan and Bacha soldiers. He went to
Kundil near Sadiya, engaged the rebels, captured their leader
Obhotanoma and recovered the treasures previously plundered
by the Morans. His services were recognised by the King and he
was honoured with appropriate presents. In June, 1773, Srinath
was appointed Nyaya-sodha Phukan or Chief Justice. This
appointment does not seem to be a continuous one, as we hear of
another Nyaya-sodha Phukan of the Duara family who was
captured by the Morans at Rangpur in April, 1783, and afterwards

; he was succeeded in the office of Nyaya-sodha Phukan by his
son. The presence of two simultaneous Nyaya-sodhs Ph
may be explained by the possibility of two Chief Justices holding
their oourt at Gargaon and Rangpur, and afterwards at Jorhat,
which was perhaps necessary at that time in view of increased
criminality due to the disturbed condition of the country. In

! Buchanan-Hamilton wrote sometime in 1809, —¢The Boro s, OF
tobm cretary, is the fourth great officer of state, and in fact he ought
aivil and mrym?:ﬁi:'“ :d’hox:..;:o right, all she whole uoou:;;:rnr.
' trust whose court thers i 0
cases, except where the servants of the three is an in all

§

t Gohaings are concerned.
He must be o from among the four families called Du Dihin,
I.ﬁhrm. and Sondiki. He is only allowed 100 servants, buty ;.'hu hnno:

commissions, and on all cases that come before his court. The presen
Boruys hes beeu totally rived of er, and his deputies ast .
orders of the Bura Gohﬁntp—umin’ﬂm India, Vol. I11, p. :fad" the
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(July, 1795, Srinath was made Bhitarual Phukan and in 1800 he
,was raised to the rank of the Barbarua.

With to Srinath’s official career as Barbarua we get the
i following glimpees in his own ohronicle : —

In February, 1804, he gave formal audience to the Jayantia
envoy Ramchandra, through whom he communicated his oral and
written message to Ram Singha, Raja of Jayantia, in which he
referred to the Assamese fugitives taking shelter in Jayantia to
escape from the depredations of the Moamarias. He insisted on
their speedy repatriation. In March, 1804, he summoned at the
instance of the King, the religious leaders, and asked them to
surrender to the Government all those who joined the standard of
the rebels in default of which they would have to pay a fine of
one hundred rupees.

In April, 1804, he received the Kachari ambassador Chenakhum-
dang with a letter from his ruler Raja Krishnachandra Narayan
addressed to the Barbarua himself in which the latter was des-
cribed as & worshipper of Durga. The Barbarua aocused the
Kachan Raja as harbouring the fugitive pnnce Barmura Gohain
and his family and other Assamese subjects and demanded their
return. The Barbarua in his letter to Krishnanarayan, dated
ggaitl:a 14, 1726 saka, described himself as a worshi of

iopala or Srikrishna. In April, 1805, he ted to King

leswar Singha an olephnntpnamed Tth caparisoned and
fitted with all the necessary trappings and jewels. In October,
1805, he presented to the King a brown pony, properly harnesse®
and decorated. The King went to the court that day by riding
on that horse. In December, 1805, the Barbarua attended the
marriage of Purnananda Buragohain's son Oreshanath Dhekial
Phukan to Majiu Aideu, sister of Kamaleswar Singha. In
January, 1806, Srinath accompanied King and his perty in
their visit to Pani-bebejia where men of Bacha were engaged in
catching an elephant. in March, 1806, he witnessed the perform-
ance of the dramas Rukmini-Aaran and Akruragaman and
presented rupees eight and ten on the two oocasions respectively.
In February, 1806, he received the Jayantia envoy Ramchandra.
The letter submitted by Ramchandra purported to be another
epistle addressed to the B hain, and not to the Barbarua.
This was a serious offence ::fitnohmdn excused himself say-
ing,— The ambassadors of this place are properly trained,
whereas we are not.’ In July, lsoo,homompmhdtho%
in his visit to the old capital ur, the Rangnath temple

Majudoul. In August, 1806, he tried the case t one Abetha
Khangia Kakati who was acoused of sitting in the sedan! belong-

! The word is Kekora-dola the use of which wes the prerogative
of the d .
ok highesat ..n'.lndiuonlnruh. It oan be described as *a litter
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ing to the Queen-mother. The accused admitted his guilt, and
was punished with the loss of his ears, eyes, and nose. We learn
from other sources that the Barbarua presided over the historic
trials of Panimua’s conspiracy in March, 1803, and that of Satram
Charingia Phukan in June, 1814.

During the whole tenure of his official career Srinath Barbarua
was an enthusiastic admirer and supporter of the Premier Purna-
nanda Buragohain. The times were critical: the Moamarias had
launched a guerilla warfare against the established authority of
the country and its suppression became a matter of difficulty as
many nobles and officials of the royalist camp entertained secret
sympathy with the cause of the rebels; Assamese subjects had
taken shelter in neighbouring lands; local potentates had set up
independent rule in different places; the plundering raids of
Bengal burkendazes had aggravated the misery of the inhabitants ;
the wild tribes of the neighbourhood led sporadic incursions into
the plains; and the country was on the verge of ruin and des-
truction. The Prime Minister had to adopt special emergency
measures to counteract the grave situation of his country; and
for that purpose he had to appoint his officers from among those
who were expected to vigorously carry out his policy. His sup-
porters, among whom were his nearest relatives, were appointed to
positions of trust and responsibility. The Premier selecting his
own ministers and subordinates, which is a very normal offshoot
of any government conducted on party lines, was regarded by a
eection of Purnananda’s contemporaries as an act of gross nepo-
tism and high-handedness. His motives were suspected, and he
was even charged with the usurpation of sovereign power. The
result was a colossal conspiracy launched against him with the
connivance if not with the tacit permission of the sovereign.

Srinath remained true to his chief till the last. Purnananda
died in March, 1817, soon before the arrival of the Burmese force
led by Badanchandra, and a few days after Srinath was dismissed
from his Barbaruaship. Srinath has, however, recorded in un-
mistakable terms his appreciation of his leader’s policy,—
‘Dnﬁng‘t’:lt period of affliction and misery the Mahamantri
B in Dangaria protected the people like a mother-bird
gi{.:i:g her nestlings under her wings.” An indirect tribute to

inath’s devotion to the Premier is recorded by Dr. Buchanan-
Hamilton who writing in 1809 about the functions of the Barbarua
said,—The present Boruya has been totally deprived of power,
and his deputies act under the orders of Bura Gohaing’.! Such
interference with a minister’s charges in a dictatorial regime was
no doubt warranted by the emergency of the situation. Bucha-
nan-Hamilton, who did not come to Assam had to depend entirely

1 Martin's Bastern India, Vol. III, p. 618, quoted ante.
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on hearsays which entirely misrepresented the motives and policy
of Pnrnn{:nds Buragohain—the most misunderstood man of
Assam history.

It should, however, be admitted that it is not clear whether
Srinath himself compiled th; bo:lk‘ or got it comThpﬂedﬁ:'{ & scholar
or staff specially or the purpose. e sentence
states,—* This is mmole caused to be written by the Duara
Barbarua in 1725 saka.” Even if he had got the thing done by a
scholar, he exercised close and direct supervision, or the scholar
served as an amanuensis to take down the Barbarua’s diotation.
Anyhow the Barbarua lent the book all the weight and respon-
gibility that the association of his eminent name commanded.
The intimate hand of the Barbarua is discernible in the systematic
presentation of facts worthy of a judge and a statesman, in the
stately and elegant language of the narratives, in the significant
revelations about the pedigree and achievements of the Duara
family, in the pardonable prominence given to those events of
which he himself was a prominent actor. All this leads us to
believe that the Barbarua was the soul and living organism of
the buranji, while the writer, if any, was there only to render
mechanical assistance to the scholarly and steadying pre-occupa-
tion of a man engrossed in the high and strenuous game of
politics and statecraft.

Darte.

In the preamble to Srinath Barbarua’s chronicle it is specifically,
stated that the compilation of the book was commenced on
Thursday, the twenty-second day of Phalgun, 1725 saka, on the
panchami tithi or the fifth day of the moon, corresponding to
March 6, 1804, that is, four years after he assumed charge of his
office as Barbarua. As the chief executive officer of the Ahom
Government he had access to all the records which were system-
atically preserved in the archives of the state under the superin-
tendence of a responsible officer known as Gandhia Barua.
Srinath could also marshall all the facilities that he wanted,
as any one whom he approached for information, verbal or
dooumentary, would ily oblige such an eminent and powerful
potentate. His chroniole is retrospective as well as progres-
sive. He has given a full acoount of the years previous to 1804,
drawn from existing chronicles and es or the testimony
of reliable eye-witness among whom he was ocounted. He
also records the events after 1804 in the oourse of their ocourrence
shbz:fromhispusondknowbdgemdonrmtoﬁoﬂm-
pon .

The difference between the pre-1804 and post-1804 narratives of
the buranji can be easily detected: the first are fairly represen-
tative and include events oocurring in remote parts of the province
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which a vast quantity of records had naturally accumulated
fullness of time in the official archives, and which had
currenoy in the land and thus become matter of general

; the second class of narratives deal wi't)h:‘vl:nl?o!m

, ¢.g., the reception of foreign embassies by ing
his mini-ten,vtho despatoh of an expedition from the capital, or
the hunting excursions and pleasure-trips of the monarch and his
courtiers. Provincial matters had not till then through
the necessary period to obtain publicity and diffusion: and the
years 1804 to 1806 being a period of comparative stability and
peace there did not take place any sensational occurrence in the
remote corners of the land to deserve transmission to the head-
quarters in all the haste possible in those days, and which was
likely to cause a stir in the cabinet and secretariat at Jorhat.
The last event mentioned in the book is dated Agrahayan 16, 1728
saka, near about Deoember 2, 1806.

The incomplete character of the buranji as preserved in the
present manuscript and its abrupt termination four lines after the
mention of the above date, leave us in the dark as to the actual
downward limit of Srinath Barbarua’s chronicle. We may only
state that the discovery of a complete copy of Srinath’s book will
be a great service to the cause of Assamese historical studies, and
that we have not come across any Assamese prose chronicle
dealing with the events of the early nineteenth century.!

[ ]
£
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TUNGEHUNGIA DyNasTtY.

TuThekl'lI‘ungk:boungik:o kings %o:’gved their name from a place on.l:g
ngkhung, wn a8 Tingkhang, Tingkbing, Tungkhang
Tungkhdng. Subungmung Dihingia Raja, 1497-1539, established
his four sons at four different places, Charing, Dihing, Tipam and
zhung, and each of these centres became in course of time an
establishment of princes, and estates were granted for the mainten-
ance of the princely houses. There were also similar establishments
of princes at Samaguri and Namrup. Six different faids or clans
of princes thus sprang up. The heads of these houses were known
a3 Rajas in the case of Charing, Tipam and Namrup; and Gohains
in the case of the rest. In course of time the three Rajashi
::oamp utuluﬁgmeinotioﬁ:oniernd on the sons or nephews of GE:
vereign. They were known as mels. The order of precedence
varied from time to time; the Tipami mel was always the last
andheneekgownuﬂmmel.an the position of the Charmngis
and Namrupia mels, known as Purani mel and Maju mel, under-
went frequent fluctuations. After the murder of Sudaiphs

1 8ir Edward Gait in the introduction to his Hi. Assom tions
an Assamese buranji ‘from the earliest times to the:;ldotAI;o:‘nmh'.
Wehvenotycbmomnymhpmum
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Parvatia Raja and the aoccession of Lors Rajs, Gadapani wps &
W&j&’,wbﬁhhnﬁpﬂ.utmﬂ inst the s
sion of his claims. He then retired to his which he lefo

i acoeptance as Swargadeo

he was first made Tipam Rajs, from which he had to be formally
at the time of declaring him as in July, 1681. At

the time of ing the throne Pramatta was a Charing
Raje, Lakshmi Si & Namrupia Raja, Kamaleewar Si ’s
Kadamdighala was a Charing Raja which title he held up to

his death in September, 1799, after which it was conferred on
Kamaleswar's brother Chandrakanta, then aged only two years.
The title of ing Raja became a ouml)peﬂsﬁm of the
i i Singha, with the

son Kameswar Singha, and the latter on Singha.
The three mels had also estates and men attached to them which
were administered by a regular gradation of Phukans and Baruas.

There was no distinction called Tungkhungia Raja, but there
was an estate or territory known as Tingkhang, under the charge
of a member of the clan designated as khungis Gohain, or in
Ahom Chdo-Tungkhdng. The princes of six different clans,
who were all descended in the male line from the first Ahom
conquerer Sukapha, looked upon themselves as lawful claimants
to throne, but success in their candidature depended
their winning the support of powerful ministers at the oph:I?:
thle(iui'egpsoity to push forth their claims with the help of the
80| .

The first Tungkhungia prince to be set up on the throne
one Gobar Raja. Debers Barbarua was the king-maker on this
oocagion, but the downfall and death of Debers were followed by
thedopoullndmurdnroi(}ohuhg:dwsl;'snofmly
twenty days, in January, 1675. Gobar Raja is described in history
as a ndant of Suklenmung Gargayan Rajs, 1539-1552, who
being the son of the aforesaid Suh ung Dihingia Raja, was
obviously the prince to settle at Tungkhung at the instance of his
father. Gobar Rajs was succeeded by princes of other families,
Sujinpha Dihingia Rajs, Sudaipha Parvatis Raja and Sulikpha
Suln.gym Raja, after whom came Gadadhar Singha. As Gobar's
kingship was short-lived, abortive and ultimately overthrown by
the saner body of ministers, Gadadhar Singha whose descendants
ruled the country in unbroken suocession till the end of Ahom
rule, is regarded as the founder of the Tungkhungis Dynasty of
Abom Kings.

Gadadhar had two sons by his wife Jaymati Kuanri—Lai or
Rudmﬂinghmdlaohsiﬂmph&h. Rudra and his
four sons Sivs Singha, Pramatta Singha, Rajeswar and
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Lakshmi Si oocupied the throne from 1696 to 1780, at the
end of which i Singha’s son Gaurinath Singha became King
:3 to 1795. Gaurinath having died sonless the succession revert.

to the line of Lechai Namrupia Raja. There was one Kadam.
dighala, son of Ayusut Gohain and grandson of Lechai. Kadam.
dighala’s two sons Kamaleswar Singha and Chandrakanta Singha
occupied the throne one after the other. Chandrakanta’s suc-
cessor Purandar Singha was the son of Brajanath, son of Bijoy
Barmura Gohain, son of Ratneswar Gohain, son of Rajeswar
Singha. Even the Burmese nominee Jogeswar Singha was s
Tungkhungia prince.!

On account of the uninterrupted enjoyment of sovereign power
by the Tungkhungia Dynasty for such a long time the expression
Tungkhungia faid became a by-word for pride and imperiousness,

a certain amount of sanctity and immunity from the normal
obligations of mortals gathered round the personality of the
powerful descendants of Gadadhar Singha. The reminiscences
and traditions about the pre-Tungkhungia rulers being thrown into
the distant background, those of the latest dynasty bave exer-
cised a powerful hold upon the living memory of men. Even in
present-day Assamese parlance a braggart is snubbed with the
retort,—‘ O, look at him, His Highness has sprung from the
‘l\lﬂﬁl;ungia faid !* During the famous trial of Satram Charingia
Ph held in June, 1814, the Premier summoned the accused

to appear before the tribunal. The King Chandrakanta Singhs
. bent upon protecting Satram from the ds of the indignant
counsellors, ex his unwillingness to part with his favourite.

Purnananda Buragohain then despatched Captain Chandra Gohain
to fetch Satram from the presence of the monarch, but he solemn-
ly enjoined,—* Just see that no insult is shown to the prince of
the Tungkhungia dynasty.’ Chandrakante while living as & pen-
sioner at Gauhati, had once admitted a concubine to his resi-
dence, whom he wanted to give the dola or sedan used by his wife
Nirmilia Kuanri. The Kuanri remonstrated against the proposed
misuse of the prerogative enjoyed by a prince’s lawful consort
alone, and she refused to part with the dola. Chandrakanta
inflicted severe wounds on the person of the Kuanri with a
Kbamti dao. This unchivalrous conduct of the former King of
Assam was reprimanded by the Magistrate of Kamrup, whereupon

1 In o recent article in Amir Desh, Vol. I, No. 5, Srijut Hiteswar Barbarua
has given the names of Jogeswar Singha's ancestors. He was descended from
J&mbar Gohain Charing Raja, uterine brother of Gadadhar Binghae.
JEmber’s son was Sriram iram'’s son Langal Gohsin, Langal’s son
Pirika Gohain, Pirika’s son Bagakowanr Ti .. *s children
Mmsgnmnummm. §
mmm‘mwmm&dhrmsunpmtm
Chandrekants Singha, and Dhaniram i
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Chandrakanta replied,—‘ Does not a Raja of the Tungkhungia
family possess the privilege of assaulting his wife ?’

The vi or Tungkhang is still called by that
name, m oi'::l.rtgkdhou:ghe Rajgarh-ali highway in the Lakhim-
pur District, at a distance of some eight miles to the north-west
of the Naharkatia Station on the Assam-Bengal Railway. The
village is more or less contiguous to the Tinkong Tea Estate be-
longing to the Assam Consolidated Tea Estates Ltd. The present
population of the village is com of Ahoms and Kacharis.
Sites of the residences, tanks and orchard-groves of the princes
once living in that place can still be seen; the elevated hm
still shown as once marking the limits of the compound of G
Singha’s homestead. Traditions relating to Gobar, his mother
Rangdoi and his father Chaopam Gohain, the wanderings of the
fugitive prince Gadapani, and his paramours Aghani B&i of Solo-
guri, Bhadai of Tipam and Rahdoi of Rahé and of one Nagini, are
still current in that locality.

According to these traditions Gobar was a child of incestuous
union, his mother Rangdoi being the paternal aunt of
Gohain. Gobar was born in a cowshed in the midst of cowdung
or gobar which gave him his name. As a punishment for his
incest Chaopam was flayed alive, and Rangdoi a princess was
married to an ordinary man, a Letengia Kari. The reason why
the pacifists wanted to remove Gobar from the throne was his
inauspicious personality due to the consanguineous union of his
parents. Gobar Raja fled from Gargaon and concealed himself in
a deep pool of water in Dihing. e fishermen cast their nets
and caught the Raja and handed him over to the Chau .
The place was thenceforth known as Moinapara Dubi.
astrologers intimated to Sulikpha Lora Raja that his destruction
would come from Prince Gadapani; and hence the pursuit of
Gadapani was taken up so vehemently and obstinately, and even
by attempting to extract clues to his whereabouts by torturing
his wife Jaymati Kuanri.

An old buranji! explains the etiology of the name Ti:
by saying that the three sons of Sukapha arrived at that place
with three wicker baskets and hence it was called T'in-khdng,
literally, three baskets. The prinos who settled there was called
khangia Raja, and the two others establishing their residence
&t.])lhl%;nd ing were called Dihingia Raja and Charingia
Raja. This gives an earlier origin to the princes’ settlement at

. 1 Datiyalia Buranji, a chronicle of the frontier relations of Amsam, inserted
m%m B%puﬂhbdbyD.@A.ﬂ.,wepgtm. The four
%.n;i“!lndlﬂ'mpmntmdtoinembum 'stum.'



these places, in contravention of the existing belief that Suhung.
mung Dihingia Raja was the first to do so by making a quadruple
allotment to his sons. The earlier division is most y a8
Suhungmung himself was called Dihingia Rajs which proves the
existence of the title before he came to the throne. The two
statements may be reconciled by interpreting Suhungmung’s allot-
ment as confirmatory of an existing division grown into use by
oustom; or the title Dihingia Raja as applied to Suhungmung
might be a mere toponomous appellation without indicating any
recognised distinction enjoyed by him in his princely days.

HISTORIOAL VALUE.

As has been stated above Srinath Barbarua’s buranji deals
with the period from 1751 to 1806 A.D. He was a personal
eye-witness and even an eminent participator of the events of
this period. Besides himself, his brother Harnath Senapati
Phukan and his nephew Badanchandra Barphukan held posi-
tions of great responmsibility. Their ancestors were also inti-
mately associated with the administration of the country. A
chronicle compiled by a man of the position of Srinath, who lived
in the midst of historical traditions and surroundings from his
cradle to the grave, cannot but be of the highest importance and
value. The faculty of sifting evidence which he had acquired and
cultivated as a judge has been brought to bear upon the handling
of his original sources. Sentiment and bias have been rigidly
discarded ; and the author has confined himself to facts leaving
the reader to draw his own conclusions. Even the moet provok-
ing situations have failed to take the author off his feet, or elicit
from him any remark which might betray spleen or prejudice.
His judicial temper has enabled him to maintain throughout a
perfect equanimity of mind, and he has not been led by any
motives of personal advertisement or party propaganda. The
untoward actions of his nearest relatives have not escaped the
sorutiny of the faithful historian; and even the worst enemies of
the state have been treated with gentleness and dignity.

The strenuous endeavour made by Purnananda Buragohain,
Prime Minister, 1783 to 1817, to suppress the disturbances and
restore stability and order in the country, is the only ocoagion
where the author has penned a few lines of personal comment and
appreciation, comparing the Premier to a mother-bird protecting
her young neetlings; and even this was a conventional compli-
mentpﬂstolllgoodmleumdmtesmen,beingborrowedﬁom
the instructions iniparted by the great god Indra to his progeny
at the time of sending them down to rule this earth.!

1 Deodhai Asam Burangi, paragraph 2.



The first king of Srinath Barbarua’s buranji is Rajeswar Singhs
whose reign was peaceful, the only noteworthy events being the
murderous attempt on Kirtichandra Barbarua, and Harnath
Senapati Phukan’s Manipur expedition. The Moamaria discontent
seething underground for a long time came to & head during the
reign of Rajeswar Singha’s sucoeesor Lakshmi Singha; and in no
time it became wide-spread and formidable continuing down to
the reign of Kamaleswar Singha. Srinath’s chronicle has thus
one absorbing theme, viz., the Moamaria insurrection reviewed in
all its offshoots and ramifications, whose indirect effect could be
seen in the strained Ahom relations with the neighbouring states,
and the admittance of exterior aid for the solution of internal
difficulties. Srinath’s chronicle gives a detailed description of the
Moamaria disturbances. All the actors of the scene, insurgents
and royalists, have been presented in their true colours. Ahom
reverses and Moamaria triumphs have both been depicted with
the same dispassionateness and imperturbability, without any
attempt at concealment or misrepresentation either explicitly or
by the covert tactics of omission and emphasis.

Apart from the incidents of the Moamaria revolt the chronicle
of the Duara Barbarua affords us glimpses of the relations
of the Ahom Government with Manipur, Cachar, Jayantia,
Bhutan, Munkang, the Singphows, the Naras, the Khamtis
and the Dufflas, and the feudatory chiefs of Darrang. The Ahom
policy towards the organised states at that time was one of armed
friendliness : in the various embassies the Ahoms attempted to
conceal the weakened character of their government \J
about by internal disorder, and give an air of strength and os{t-
city t:h la,u'lz‘nheh v’yu:;;nediate hootil::i; if dl%plomatio relations fell
through. e wild tribes were pacified b ar ts
and grants of villages as blackmail. y Tegular presen

Srinath has preserved the only contemporary Assamese record
of the relations of the Ahom Government with the British.
Daniel Rausch, Captain Welsh, Lt. MacGregor and the Governor-
General of British India described as the Bara-sahib of Calcutta,
play distinguished réle in the history of Assam. Captain Welsh
meets the Premier Purnananda Buragohain, and his first obeerva-
tion is,—* I thought the Buragohain to be a Burha or an old man ;
now I see that he is yomg;. The Assamese soldiers are trained
on the lines of the East India Company’s sepoys, and are grouped
into companies and battalions manned by Assamese captains,
Arms ammunitions for the use of these soldiers are purchased
at Caloutta; and coins of the Ahom Swargadeo are minted at
the factory of the East India Company.

Other momentous changes were notioceable in this period.
Foreigners or Bangals were in previous days rigidly exoluded from
the ocountry as they came with the avowed objeot of conquest
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and domination : and now their advance could not be op by the
weakened and disorganised Ahom army. The Bengal burkendazes
swarmed the country as mercenaries and they received high oredit
at court for their dash and gallantry. Up-country jugglers, now
80 commonly seen in the villages and towns, could be seen even in
those days in the streets and pavilions of the Ahom capital, per-
forming their famous mango-trick before the Ahom sovereign, his
nobility and his zenana. The capital was shifted to Jorhat; but
the King and his nobles paid occasional visits to the former
capitals of Gargaon and Rangpur, hallowed by the associations of
their ancestors.

The religious leaders exercised considerable influence upon the
secular affairs of the country. The Moamaria Mahanta and his
son pulled the leading strings in initiating the revolt of their
disciples. The Dihing Mahanta personally took the field at the
head of an army of devotees. The abbots made contributions to
the impoverished coffers of the state. They were invited to the

on all ceremonial occasions. The king and his courtiers
personally visited the principal monasteries. Sakta influence
gradually crept into the palace, but the monarch and his nobles
maintained an attitude of tolerance and even of active sympathy
towards the old hierarchy of Vaisnava leaders. The Ahom hnfs
of the period were recognised Hindus, but they did not entirely
discard the animistic rites of the Ahom priests, which led to a
veritable dyarchy in religious matters.

The claims of art and public utility were not ignored. Drama-
tic ?erforma.nces or bhawanad were held for the entertainment of
dis ished visitors. The absence of the comic element or of a
bahua rendered a bhawana dull and insipid. Tanks were excavat-
ed,bllizads and temples were erected for the convenience of the
public.

The buranji also throws accurate side-lights into the machinery
of the Ahom Government, the nature of the Ahom kingship, the
administration of criminal law, international relations, diplomacy
and warfare. Social casuistry, rivalry between onme noble and
another, precedence and exclusive claims to high appointments,
can be studied in allbtheir details Aa;ul in:;igwi;s. In the list of
presents exchanged between the Ahom other states we get
an idea of the economic products of the time.

By virtue of one dominating theme pervading the whole book
Srinath Barbarua’s buranji has been raised to the rank of a his-
torical monograph of rare and unique importance. There are

i jons from the main subjeot, but they give reality to the
central pioture by supplying the a te background and
canvas. In short Srinath Barbarua’s buranji constitutes an
invaluable mine of materials with the help of which the politioal,



ponstitutional, economic, religious and social history of the
Assamese people can be reconstructed.

The value of the preliminary chapters prefixed to Srinath Bar-
barua’s chronicle should not be ignored. We get there an idea
how the ministerial usurpation of the royal power led to the
loss of stability of the sovereign’s position on the throne. Laluk-
gola Barphukan became all-powerful in the state, and it was he,
and not Sulikpha, a stripling of fourteen years, who was respon-
gible for the chastisement and death of Princess Jaymati. We
have inserted in that conneotion, in paragraph 26, the two state-
ments about Jaymati's punishment, which are the only ones we
have been able to discover hitherto in old buranjis. Gadadhar
Singha on assuming the reins of government punished the sedi-
tion-mongers and put an end to all possibilities of the recurrence
of disloyal manceuvres. Gadadhar Singha looked with concern at
the growing influence and wealth of the monks, and instituted a
vigorous campaign to effect their undoing. His son Rudra Singha
was out for military glory; he subdued Cachar and Jayantia and
launched preparations to invade Belgnl Rudra Singha’s son
Siva Singha preferred the pleasures of the seraglio to the dangers
of the battle-field, and was unfit to prosecute the daring aims of
his gallant father. Pramatta Singha was more or less a non-entity ;
and the comparative insignificance of his reign has been redeemed
only by the erection of a number of beautiful edifices and temples.
The chronicler has, however, made up by recording a graphic
description of Pramatta Singha’s coronation ceremony.

The extreme importance of an old chronicle which has preserved
so much factlore and afforded such faithful glimpses of the past
need not be emphasised at this stage of Indian historical research.
We hope the day will soon come when scholars will study and
interpret every name and sentence that oocurs in this historical
and literary masterpiece.

LITEBARY FEATURES.

The historical value of Srinath Barbarua’s buranji should
not lead us to minimise ite importance as an Assamese prose
classic of the highest order. Compared with the antiquity of
Assamese prose Bengali prose is a plant of yesterday’s growth.!

_1¢Assamese prose literature developed to s stage in the far distant
sixteenth century which no other literature of the world reached the

up and say that it is the Bengalee who has borrowed his prose from Assamese
literature and enriched his own, it will be diffioult to im,’—
Sir P, 0. ‘s Presidential Address at the Tespur Session of Aossom
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Assamese prose literature is varied and profuse; it deals with
equal vigour the immutable character of the godhead as well
as the details of a military encounter. It is curious how the
Assamese intellect, nurtured on the extravaganoe of Vaisnava
poetry, could pin itself down to the chronicling of grim realitics
and hard £ inacolonrlulmdﬁi:ilpersondiuhion. The bridge
between the two phases of the intellect labouring in the realm of
fidtion or of fact was afforded by the model set forth in the
buranjis written in the Ahom language, the chroniclers of which
enjoyed immunity from the influence of imaginative poetry and
who were subjected to rigorous discipline and supervision as their
works were compiled as a matter of official routine. In the
absence of a written oconstitution the chronicles embodied the
precedents with the help of which the government was conducted,
pedigrees ascertained, and titular distinctions and offices conferred.
The compilation of chronicles was thus a matter of official neces-
gity rather than an intellectual recreation of leisured dilettantes.
There was established a tradition of fidelity to truth and accurate
representation of facts, and any one who took the chronicler’s pen
imposed upon himself the rigorous standard of truth and faithful-
ness,

The ideal was obviously a strenuous one. It is much easier to
seleot a few apposite instances from history to propound one’s
favourite political doctrines; but the task of setting forth the
details of a reign duly preserwng the sequence of events, the
dates and the names of persons and places, and filling up the mise-
ing links by collating particulars from several originals and
inserting them at the appropriate places, keeping a close eye on
the chronology, is an extremely arduous one puts a severe
strain on the chronicler. In his trying ordeal the conscientious
buranjist sought the intervention of the immortals and the for-
giveness of the critic, openly confessing the limitations of human
endeavours.

m?ri?:‘h Ba.rba.rutnl; ot;nscious of hislstrengththu well as 1?11: falll::'

,.penned' e following apo in the preamble to hi

%hrompil.e“whtch correctly represents t‘;? fears and misgivings of all
uranjists,—

¢ Salutation to Srikrishna ! Salutation to Ganesa! Salutation tothe
Goddees Parvati! This is the Buranji caused to be written in saka
1725 by the Duara Barbarua. Keep it secretly. Do not give it even
to om:ént!yauhsvenownﬁdanooinhim. 8how it to one who is
unzolulooudyon-dinposed towards you. Pandits have prohibited the
betrayal of princes: and if trust is violated it amounte to an insult
shown to one’s mother. §o keep it in confidence ; more specially it is
an unfathomaeble Bastra, who ever finds ite bottom? Even ﬁ“
sages become victims of confusion in such matters whioch I have
handled with whatever judgment I can command. So pandits should



xxv

not at rendom find fault with this book. If one is bent upon detect-
8 Bremswasisos or Kings of tho Tonkkiniagia Dyoasty.  This history
the 8 or o .

is caused to be written on Thursday, the tweaty-second of Phalgun,
on the Panchami tiths.’

This feeling of imperfection is also recorded in Sanskrit verse in
another old chronicle,—

« After due salutation at the lotus-feet of Srikrishna, which are
drunk by the hearts of the righteous like 80 many honey-sucking bees,
the origin and deeds of the Kings sprung from the line of Indra are
here described. Oh learned ones! In the recital of the history of
those Kings who are credited with varied and brilliant achievements
one is not to be an object of laughter (if mistakes and di
oreep in), as the accounts exist in diverse places, and_in their unifica-
tion whose powers are not strained ? !

The apology offered by the Barbarua is not in extenuation of
any wilful mistake or misrepresentation : it only evinces his con-
sciousness of his grave responsibility as a historian. . We have had
access t0 numeroys contemporary sources, Assamese, Ahom,
Manipuri and English, dealing with one phase or other of the
events of the period covered by Srinath’s chronicle, and the
Barbarua’s acoount has received corroboration in all material
particulars.? He has acted up to the standard imposed wupon
himself and the expectations which he has raised in the hearts of
bis readers in view of his eminent and responsible personality.

The reason why he has enjoined upon the strict secrecy of his
chronicle is not far to seek. The actors of the events or their
immediate descendants were still living; and as the author’s
object was bona fide narration of facts, and not vilification of any
individual, he did not desire his contemporary document to bri
into disrepute any personage by giving publicity to his unto
actions which the Barbarua was com to record as an impartial
nd unsparing historian. He remembered very well the destruc-
tion of all suspected buranjis by Kirtichandra Barbarua because
one of them, which was compiled by Numali Bargohain Rajmantri,
attributed to Kirtichandra a low and non-Ahom origin. The
secrecy would also immune the author from the animosity provoked
by the bitterness of contemporary revelations. The passage of time
will enable us to study Srinath’s contemporary portraits in their
true perspeoctives.

! Theee beautiful Sanskrit verses, the translation of which is here given,
m&utothppmbleto.oh?mdwoudtothhim%olthm
Ahommmmh.,formingm the buranji lent to the D.H.A.8. by the
AhomJuvakSgnmﬂ.ni. original slokas are inserted on the back of the

'Towmmpnm:m- of Brinath 'Bubun.'uoh::ﬂdel;m
'B“d".” m‘flmmy istory of the Reign of Rajeswar Singha arly
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A ochronicler drawing his materials from virﬂ' sources finds
very little opportunity for literary flourish or embelli t; and
in fact the value of a chronicle diminishes proportionately as
ornamentation increases. Srinath’s one ambition was to record
facts and not to indulge in emotional effusions and imageriea.
His style is therefore direct and unambiguous. He used the right
and inevitable expression best suited to the context. He regard-
ed chronicle-writing as a sacred function, and he has maintained
uniform ohasteness and restraint in his language and thought.
There is not a single touch of puerility or flippancy, and every-
where he is serious, dignified and respectful. His language
reminds us of what would drop from the lips of an Assamese
grandee of the present day, living in his ancestral estates in
ing or Majuli, clad in his ceremonial muge dhuti, cloak
and turban, visiting the town once or twice a year on some
unavoidable business at the cutcherry. The times are fast chang-
ing, and though we are separated from Srinath only by & hundred
years, we have moved through the track of centuries. The
Assamese language has now become a cosmopolitan brogue ; and
those effective and pointed expressions with the help of which the
anoestors of the present Assamese race ran their estates, conducted
international pourparlers, pursued their commerce and expounded
their philosophy, have been thrown into neglect and oblivion.
Even our lexicons embody only a slender fraction of the total
output of our nation’s vocabulary. Srinath’s chronicle was
written sufficiently before his country was swept by the irresist-
ible avalanche of changes; and as such it has conserved the
basic structure and vocabulary of the Assamese language. In
any scheme of literary progression one will have to draw his
inspiration from a close and retrogressive survey of all available
Ppre-British models. -
A number of episodes of Srinath’s chronicle have intrinsic
literary merits as they are punctuated by human touches :—the
assault on Kirtichandra Barbarua and the trial of the offenders,
paragraphs 87-88 ; Raja Jay Singha in Assam, 89-104; Harnath
]l;hnk.sn’s e:wi))nntaei-1 with tihzz Mﬁra.ns, 112-114; tll::gteroi::fn t.:f
aroi Dualia Paniphukan, ; Kuranganayani’s s ter 0
Moran leader, 131-135 ; the rise and fall of Kalita Phukan, 156-
163; the gallantry of Patkowanr, 205-206; Purnanands Bura-
'8 measures to save his country, 209, 215, 217, 233 ; Raja
ay BSingha again in Assam, 223-224, 230-232; Gaurinath
Slﬂ,’l stay in Now, , 225 ; the interview between Captain
Welsh and Purm&mﬁ guugoluin, 241; up-country jugglers in
Asam, 86, 273, 324; the excavation of the Bhogdai, 279; de-
posal of and instructions to the i Raja, 316-318, 331;
Birabar Kusai, 335; punishment of Abetha Kakati, 338. Of the
newly collated portion prefixed to Srinath’s chronicle the follow-
ing episodes possess literary finish: the leadership of Bahgaria
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Buragohain, and the death of Debers, paras. 8-9; the flight and
wmderhmcdl ni, 26, 26, 27; dismissal of Alan Barbarua,
38—40; gi.nghn’l harassment of Vaisnava Mahantas,
48-50; the synod of Gargaon, 59; Rudra Singha's military
exploits, 60-65 ; Siva Singha’s paramours and queens, 68-70, 72;
the Tipam Raja’'s bid for the throne, 75; advice to the new King
Pramatta Singha, 77 ; coronation of Pramatta Singha, 79.

The buranji also contains certain touches on poetry and art.
Bhawanas or dramatio performances were held on distinguished
oocasions : Ravan-badh bhawana on the occasion of the visit of the
Rajas of Cachar and Manipur to the Ahom oourt, where the son
of Kirtichandra Barbarua served as master of the revels, with &
party of 700 actors and musicians, para.94 ; Padmavati-haran
bhawana performed before Gaurinath Singha by the son of the Na-
gosain, 180; Rukmini-haran bhawans before Kamaleswar Singha,
on the lines of the ankia dramas, accompenied by the exhibition o
the images of a black serpent, a bear and a pair of elephants,
329; Akruragaman bhawana before the same King, where no
comic interludes were provided and the parts were not properly
acted, 332. To be a succeesful comio actor or bahus was a matter
of some distinction, and an important personage of the time
of Gaurinath Singha has been described as the son of & bahua
named Bhumuk, para 182. Recent investigations have brought
to light many relios in the Kapili y proving the existence
of an extensive Hindu colony there in past ages. Kirtichandra
Barbarua recovered from the Kachari country a stone image of
Hara and Gauri which was taken to Rangpur and properly
worshipped. During the Moamaria ravages the image was re-
ported to have perspired which augured disaster and calamity;
it was therefore restored to its old place in the Cachar foresta.

There are six historical letters exchanged between the Ahom,
Jayantia and Cachar courts, of the years 1795 to 1805 A.D.
The preambles are in Sanskrit and consist of strings of epithets des-
cribing the addressor and the addressee which reveal the religion and
oreed they professed. The business portion of the letters is in Ben-
Eﬁ-mhdtoa t1‘-.ext-.alu::l)yt;heinﬂuelmeofAms:?uenyu»x
: ulary. yhow they are specimens of Bengali as
it was used for court purposes ouuidegoBogng&l; and in the absence
;’:‘nyexhntBenpliprouwri ing of that period and even much

ter, these letters can be ed as an extremely valuable
acquisition to Bengali literature.! .

September 15, 1932. 8. K. BEUAN.

! The other bursnjis in our possession contein several dosens of diplomatio
epistles written in oo Bengali, Hindi and Perslan, to much
“ﬂiux dhtllﬂnnﬂ::n loilt:ulwinm O“l:
Ahom and the Mogul courts,
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GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM.

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORICAL
‘* AND
ANTIQUARIAN STUDIES.

Homnorary Provincial Direcior :

Mr. A. H. W. Bentinck, C.LE., I.CS., M.A. (Oxon),
F.R.G.S., Commissioner of the Assam Valley Division,

(fauhati.
Honorary Assistant Directors :

(1) For the Surma Valley Division: Mr. J. P. Mills, I.C.S.,
M.A. (Oxon), Honorary Provincial Director of Ethnography,
Assam ; and Deputy Commissioner, Naga Hills, Kohima.

(2) For the Brahmaputra Valley Division : Mr. 8. K. Bhuyan,
M.A., B.L., Professor, Cotton College, Gauhati; and Corres-
ponding Member of the Indian Historical Records Com-

mission.

Opinions.

Sir George Abraham Grierson, O.M.—I am much obliged to you for
the Bulletin No. 1 of the Department of Historical and Antiquarian
Studies in Assam. I have read it with the greatest pleasure and much
instruction, and am happy to see the interest that is being taken in
the history and antiquities of the province. Certainly your Bulletin
shows that far greater progress has been made in these researches
than I was previously aware of.—April 5, 1932,

Lt.-Col. Sir Wolsely Haig, K.C.I.E., C.M.G., 0.8.1., Editor of * Cam-
bridge History of India’, Vol. II, ‘ Turks and Afghans’.—I am very
grateful to you for sending me the first Bulletin of the Department of
Historical and Antiquarian Studies of Assam, which I have read with
much interest, and which I hope to find time to review in the Bulle-
tin of the School of Oriental Studies of the University of London.
The promotion and encouragement of such studies by the Government
of an Indian province, and the ocareful preservation and olaslﬁcaqon
of historical records are a great service to students of Indian
history.—April 4, 1932.

I have sent a review of the admirable publication, the first Bulletin
of the Department of Historical and Antiquarian Studies, Assam, &
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copy of which you so kindly sent me, to the Bulletin of the School of
Oriental Studies of the University of London, and I hope that it wil
be published in the next number of that Bulletin.—April 17, 1932,

Professor Dr. Max Walleser, Goethestrasse, 12, Heidelberg, Germany.—
I beg to acknowledge having received a copy of Bulletin No. 1 of the
Department of Historical and Antiquarian Studies, Assam, India, anq
I am specially glad as to the study of Ahom langusge and literature by
which & lamented gap in the study of Tibeto-Chinese culture wiil
probably be filled.—April 4, 1932.

M. Louis Finot, Chev. de la Legion d'honneur, Professor College de
France, Toulon, Var, France.—I have perused with much interest the
first number of your Bulletin, which you have so kindly sent me. I
was delighted to hear of this new departure in the field of Assamese
studies, taken with an excellent programme and the best hopes of
substantial results. It requires a true courage to launch a scientific
series in these unhappy days. May the success reward your gallant
enterprise.—April 6, 1932.

Lt.-Col. L. A. Waddell.—1 thank you for the copy of the Bulletin
No. 1 of your Demrtment of Historical and Antiquarian Studies in
Assam which you have so kindly sent me. I find it very interesting
in recording the little known historical manuscripts of Assamese of
the past few centuries. I hope you will be able to find archeeological
remains of two or three thousand years ago of the prehistoric period
of the Ahoms in caves or shrines or elsewhere. Should you do so I
trust you will kindly send me particulars.—April 16, 1932.

Mr. E. J. Rapson, Professor of Sanskrit, Cambridge, Editor of the
¢ Cambridge History of India,” Vol. I, ¢ Ancient India’.—Please accept
my best thanks for your kindness in sending me a copy of Bulletin
No. 1 of the Department of Historical and Antiquarian Studies. This
first number of a publication, which will place on record the progress
of research in the history and anthropology of a most interesting
province, is most welcome. Bincerely wishing the Department all
possible success in its efforts.—April 6, 1932.

Mr. C. E. A. W. Oldham, C.S.1., Joint-Editor of the ¢ Indian Anti-
guary’.—I have to acknowledge with thanks che receipt of a compli-
mentary copy of Bulletin No. 1 of your Department. It is indeed

tifying to read the record of steady work that is being carried out
in your province in furtherance of the scheme so wisely inaugura
by Sir Charles Lyall and Sir Edward Gait. With all good wishes for
the work ahead.—April 9, 1932.

Sir William Foster, C.I.E.—I am obliged by your courtesy in
sending me a copy of the first Bulletin issued by the Department of
Historical Studies, Assam. I have perused it with much interest. I
wish the Department all success in its praiseworthy efforts to eluci-
date the history of the province, and should any opportunity occur
of making its work known, I shall gladly take it.—April 6, 1932.

My. J. B. Ounningham, O.1.B., Lately Director of Public Instruction,
Assam.—I have been very much interested by the perusal of the first
Bulletin of your Department—an impressive record—and appreciate
the friendly spirit which led you to credit me with so prominent &
part in its establishment; the faot is of course that had it not been for
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K. Bhuyan, the Department would never have come into
ﬁﬁ.’ngs, and werg.i!tl: not for the abilities and devotion of the same
§. K. Bhuyan it would have had but little to record in the way of
accomplishment.—April 5, 1932. |

Srijut Hiteswar Barbarua.—I am much delighted to have a copy of
the first Bulletin of the Department of Historical and Antiquarian
Studies. Here runs mY heartfelt gratitude to you for the uncommon
contribution you have been making to the Department. Beingin the
midst of academical drudgeries it is almost & wonder to me how you

e all these. The future of a country is built more or less on
tho plinth of the past; I am so happy to feel that in you there are
makings.of a good builder of our poor province.—March 7, 1932.

Srijut Benudhar Sarma.—Words fail to give out my admiration at
the receipt of the Bulletin of the D.H.A.8. It is unique and historic.
You must deserve all the congratulations for your laudable attempts
and indefatigable work. The concluding paragraph of your report is
unparallelly illuminating; as a matter of fact, these lines prove your
fervent desire for turning the lazy and cheerless Assamese into an
energetic and historical race.—March 9, 1932.

Lt.-Col. P. R. T. Gurdon, C.S.1., I.A. (Retd.), sometime Officiating
Chicf Commissioner of Assam.—I write to acknowledge, with very
many thanks, receipt of your interesting Bulletin, of the Assam De-
partment of Historical and Antiquarian Studies, from which it is
ovident that you and your Department are not letting the grass grow
under your feet. That the Governor, Sir Laurie Hammond, has been
good enough to contribute a Foreword is a specially gratifying feature.
It seems that the Governor has taken a great personal interest in
historical and antiquarian research work, so it is all the more to be
regretted that he isso soon to leave the province. We must hope that
gl;e :‘l’ext Governor will be equally interested in the work.—March

, 1932,

J. P. Mills, I.C.S., M.A.—The first Bulletin of the Department of
Historical and Antiquarian Studies reached me on tour, and is of great
interest. You have accomplished a lot and your foundations are well
laid. Your programme fills me with anticipation. May I wish you
all good fortune for the future and a swift emergenoce from the finan-
cial clouds that now engulf us.—March 23, 1932.

Sir Wolsely Haig's review in the ‘Bulletin of the School of Oriental
Studies’, London Institution, University of London, Vol. VI, Part 4,
P. 1085.—In the preface to this admirable publication it is modestly
admitted thut Assam has not hitherto been classed, in ‘popular estima-
tion, among the most progressive of the provinces of India. Other
provinces would, however, do well to follow in its footsteps in pursuing
the objects, with which the Government Department which publishes
this, its first Bulletin, is concerned. The origin and objects of the

ent are set forth at length in Part I of the Bu!leﬁn, and may
be briefly epitomized as the preservation of what is perishable and the
careful classification and study of everything perishable or imperish-
8ble, which can throw any light on the history, the archsology, and
the anthropology of a most interesting and certainly no longer
“benighted ” province. The report in this seotion of the Bullstin
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covers the period from July, 1928, to December, 1931. It is excellent
and encouraging reading, for it recounts what valuable work the

t has already done, and makes it clear that it is but at the
beginning of its labours. Much that is mrishable and has too often in
the past been regarded as negligible been preserved, and much
material for the history of Assam has been collected, and the efforts
of the Looal Government in this direction will be gratefully appre.
ciated by all scholars and studenta.

The Department is organized on the most economical principles.
The work of those who conduct its activities is a labour of love, and
it has a list of distinguished honorary correspondents, ex-officials, and
others, many of whom are known far beyond the limits of Assam for
their scholarship.

The Bulletin has been compiled by Prof. 8. K. Bhuyan, M.A,, B.L.,
Honorary Assistant Director of the Department, whose illuminating

reface throws much light on the antocedents and origin of tho

ent, and is preceded by a foreword contributed by the Gover-

nor of the Province, Sir Laurie Hammond, K.C.8.1., C.B.E., whoso

hope, that this first Bulletin will be followed by many more, all
interested in the history of India will share.
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DEPARTMENT OF HISTORICAL AND ANTI-
QUARIAN STUDIES, ASSAM.

PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE.

Edited by Prof. 8. K. Bhuyan, M.A., B.L., Honorary Assistant
Director, D.H.A.S.

1. MAssam Buranji :—Or a history of Assam, from the com-
mencement of Ahom rule to the British occupation of Assam in
1326, being an cnlarged version of the chronicle of Kasinath
Tamuli-Phukan, by the late Srijut Harakanta Sarma-Barua
Chaudhuri, Sadar-Amin, pp. xxii+152. With prefaces in English
and Assamese. Prescribed as a text-book in Assamese Vernacu-
lar for the Intermediate Examinations in Art and Scicnce of the
Calcutta University. Cloth bound, with gilt letters on front and
back, Rs. 2-8 per copy; and paper bound, Re. 1 per copy.

2. Kamrupar Buranji :—Or a history of Kamarupa, from the
earlicst times to the cessation of hostilities with the Moguls in
1682 A.D. The book contains a detailed contemporary account
of the conflicts with the Moguls and of the early relations of the
Moguls with Assam and Cooch Behar. The appendices to the book
contain valuable accounts of Kamarupa compiled from the manu-
script records of Buchanan-Hamilton, etc. With a contemporary
portrait of Nawab Mir Jumla, and prefaces in English and
Assamese, pp. xvii+152. Prescribed as a text-book in Assamese
Vernacular for the B.A. Examination of the Calcutta University.
Cloth bound, with gilt letters on front and baock, Rs. 2-8 per
copy; and paper bound, Re. 1 per copy.

Opinions.

Srijut Lakshminath Bezbaroa writes,—I am delighted to go through
& copy of Assam Buranji by late Harakanta Barua, Sadar-Amin,
and a copy of Kamrupar Buranji compiled from old Assamese manu-
Script chronicles, both so ably edited by Professor 8. K. Bhuyan,
Honorary Assistant Director, and published by the Department of
Historical and Antiquarian Studies, Assam. They are scholarly
editions, INam sure they will be very useful to students of Assam
history as well as the history of the Moghul Empire.
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8Sir Jadunath Sarkar, Kt., writes,—Kamrupar Buranji of which yq,
have published a scholarly edition, will be very useful to studenta of
Assam history, and to a limited extent, to those of the history of the
Mughal Empire. I shall use your Kamrupar Buranji when I have
oocasion to prepare the next edition (4th) of my History of Aurang.
zeb, Vol. 3, which deals with Assam.

3. Asamar Padya-Buranji :—Or a metrical chronicle of Assam,
comprising,—1st. Dutiram Hazarika's Kali-bharat, or a history of
Assam from the accession of Sulikpha Ratnadhwaj Singha Lora
Raja in 1679, to the transfer of the territories of the East India
Company to the Crown in 1858; and 2nd. Bisweswar ’aidya-
dhipa’s Belimarar Buranji, from Captain Welsh’s expedition to
Assam in 1792 to the victory of the Burman forces at Khagarijan
or Nowgong in 1819. Assamese text with marginalia, pp. 1-278,
Synopsis in English, pp. 279-308; Preface and Introduction
English ; Introductionin Assamese. With four-coloured contem-
porary portraits of King Siva Singha and his Queen regnant
Maharani Amvika Devi. Cloth bound, p~  ’'- per copyy'

4. Tungkhungia Buranji. Assamese VERSION:—A chronicle
of the Ahom Kings of Assam of the Tungkhungia Dynasty, being
the chronicle of Srinath Duara Barbarua with prefatory chapters
collated by the editor. From the accession of Gadadhar Singha
to the eleventh year of the reign of Kamaleswar Singha, 1681 to
1806 ; with an account of the period of disruption, 1671 to 1681.
Contains a valuable account of the reigns of Gadadhar Singha,
Rudra Singha, Siva Singha, Pramatta Singha, Rajeswar Singha,
Lakshmi Singha, Gaurinath Singha, and Kamaleswar Singha.
Assamese text with marginalia, pp. 1 to 186; Preface and Intro-
duction in English, pp. iii to xxvii; Introduction in Assamese,
pp. xxxv to xlvii. With four-coloured contemporary portraits of
King Siva Singha and his Queen regnant Maharani Amvika Devi.
Cloth bound, Bs, %@ “W

5. Deodhai Asam Buranji :—Ora history of Assam from the
earliest times to the accession of Jayadhwaj Singha in 1648 A.D.,
written in conformity with Ahom traditions, being the translation
of an old Ahom Buranji; with a number of shorter chronicles:—
Bahgaria Buragohain’s Buranji, compiled by Atan Buragohain
Rajmantri Dangaria, Prime Minister of Assam, 1662 to 1679;
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Datiyalia Buranji or an account of the Ahom relations with neigh-
bouring chieftains ; accounts of the ceremonies of Ahom marriages,
hawk-flights and burials; an account of the official functions of
Daivajnas or astrologers ; early history and traditions about the
Koches, Kacharis, Jaysntms Chutias, Naras ; conflicts between
the Nara and Ma.ntm the first Ahom sovereign Swarganarayan ;

and the Mikirs; with a complete list of Ahom Kings and a table
for converting laknis or years of the Shan Aijepi calendar to their
correspond.mg Hindu sakas. Text with marginala, pp. 1 to 222;

Preface and Introduction in English ; Introduction in Assamese

Cloth bound, price Rs. 3/. per ocopy.

6. Tungkhungia Buranji. ExorisE Vnnsxon,—bemg a literal
English translation of the Assamese version of the Tungkhungia
Buranjs, by Prof. 8. K. Bhuyan. With a critical and historical
survey of the period. In the press.

7 Bulletin No. 1 of the Department of Historical and Anti-
quarian Studies, Assam :—Report on the work of the Department
with a handlist of manuscripts and transcripts, with a Foreword
by His Excellency Sir Laurie Hammond, Governor of Assam,
1927-1932. Price Re. 1 per copy.

To be had of :
Basupev Misra, B.A,,
Assistant, D.H.A.S., Qauhats, Assam.

. 17 717 1933
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Published by § K. Bhuya.n. for the Degﬂll ent of Historical and
uarian Studlee, ted by P. Knight,
Baptist Mission Preu, Calcutta.




