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PREFACE

The Assamese word Satsari denotes a necklace of seven
strings, each consisting of gems or pearls or beads of gold. The
title Satsari Asam Buranji therefore indicates a collection of
seven chronicles of Assam revealing valuable facts and informa-
tion -about the past history of the country.

The seven constituent chronicles have been obtained at
different times, from different places and persons. Each chronicle
was compiled under independent auspices, and it is different from
the rest in respect of the length of the period it covers and in the
details of the events recorded in it. The déscription is mutually
supportive in substance, and some facts not recorded in one are
incorporated in another. The collection as a whole deals with
the history of Assam from the earliest ancestors of the Ahom
sovereigns to the resumption of the territories of Raja Purandar
Singha by the East India Company in 1838. The seventh
chronicle throws light on the order of precedence followed in the
court of the Ahom monarchs.

The seven chronicles incorporated in Safsari Asam Buranji
are :

FIRST CHRONICLE : Assam Buranji from Khunlung and Khunlai
to Sujinpha Arjun Dihingia Raja, by Atan Buragohain
Rajmantri Dangaria. Period 569-1677 A.D. The relevant
manuscript was obtained from Shri Jaichandra Bargohain,
B.A., of the Barukial Bargohain family, Chunpora, Sibsagar
District. Information about this chronicle was first received
from Shri Lila Gogoi, B.A, Cherekapar, Sibsagar. Another
version of the chronicle had been obtained from the family
of the late Pundit Hemchandra Goswami, and inserted in
Deodhai Asam Buranji, edited by the present writer, and
published by the Department of Historical and Antiquarian
Studies in 1932. The earlier version ends with the reign of
King Pratap Singha, whereas the present version continues
till the reign of Arjun Dihingia Raja. The second version is
more detailed than the first. -
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SECOND CHRONICLE : Assam Buranji from Swarganarayan Raja
to Suhungmung Dihingia Raja, also known as Oparjana
Dihingia Raja. Period 1133-1539 A.p. The original manus-
cript was in possession of Shri Bhadrakanta Gogoi of
Dehekial Mouza, Golaghat, and a transcript was prepared
by the late Pundit Hemchandra Goswami during his depu-
tation in 1912-13 for collection of old puthis. This
transcript is now in the Library of the D.H.A.S.

THIRD CHRONICLE : Assam Buranji from Oparjana Dihingia
Raja to Swargadeo Pramatta Singha. Period 1497-1751 A.p.
The manuscript was obtained by Pundit Hemchandra
Goswami in 1912-13 from Shri-shri Adhikar of Bengena-ati
Satra in Majuli. A transcript was prepared in 1925 for thc
present editor by Srimans Nabin Chandra Sarma and
Purandar Sarma of Mangaldai who were then students of
the Cotton College, Gauhati. The manuscript is now in the
Library of the D.H.A.S.

FOURTH CHRONICLE : Assam Buranji from Oparjana Dihingia
Raja to Swargadeo Gaurinath Singha. Period 1497-1795.
The manuscript was obtained by Shri Basudeb Mishra from
Srijuta Jayantipriya Devi Medhiani of Barpeta. It is now in
the Library of the D.H.A.S.

FIFTH CHRONICLE : Assam Buranji relating to the reigns of
Swargadeos Jayadhwaj Singha and Chakradhwaj Singha.
Period 16481670 A.D. The transcript was obtained by me
from Shri Umanath Gohain, B.A., while he was Sub-deputy
Collector at Nalbari in 1925.

SIXTH CHRONICLE : Assam Buranji from King Kamaleswar
Singha to the resumption of the territories of Raja Purandar
Singha by the East India Company. Period 1795-1838. In
1925, Shri Umanath Gohain, then Sub-deputy Collector at
Nalbari, made over to me a few pages of a transcript of
the English translation of an Ahom Buranji by Raisahib
Golap Chandra Barua. The portion relating to the last
phase of Ahom rule was translated by me into Assamese as
chronicles dealing with the period are not readily available.
The portion was published in the Assamese magazine
Awahon, Calcutta, Saka 1855, Volume IV, Numbers 10
and 11.
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SEVENTH CHRONICLE : Assam Buranji, generally known as
Rajniti, containing an account of the insignias and distinc-
tions of the officers and nobles of the Ahom court, and also
the rules of precedence observed by them. The manuscript
was obtained by the late Shri Anandiram Gohain, B.A., from
Shri Jung Bahadur Handiqui. It is now in the Library of
the D.H.AS.

The chronicles constitute an invaluable repository of the
old Assamese ways of expression; and they reveal many forms
and vocables which are gradually becoming obsolete. The facts
give us an insight into the inner working of the mind of the
Assamese, and into the measures they adopted for tiding over
grave and momentous situations.

The chronicles are indispensable for the study of the political,
constitutional and diplomatic history of Assam ; they also throw
light on its social, religious and economic hiistory; and on its
relations with Mogul India, Bengal, Cooch Behar, Cachar,
Jayantia, and the tribes of the frontier. We also come across
the origin of many innovations and reforms relating to rural
reconstruction, taxation, the paik system, and names of places.
At every stage of the long-drawn history of Assam we get revela-
tions about Assam’s matchless love of independence, its wonder-
ful capacity for rehabilitation and recoupment, specially during
its conflicts with the Muslims. The chronicles also give us a
glimpse into the tactful handling by Assam of its strategic inter-
territorial relations and problems. There are besides numerous
episodes and stories, brimming with human touches, which can
be suitably shaped into poems and dramas.

Our editorial intervention bas been limited to the presenta-
tion of a correct text of each chronicle, to the division of the
contents into paragraphs, and to the provision of a heading to
each paragraph. The headings have been reproduced in a con-
tinuous form in the Table of Contents from which the reader
will get an idea of the progress of the events recorded in each
chronicle. The task of compiling a connected narrative, based
on the materials derived from the several chronicles, is left to
the enterprise of a future scholar.

My thanks are due to Shri Jaichandra Bargohain, B.A., for
lending the manuscript of the first chronicle; to the Department
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of Historical and Antiquarian Studies in Assam for lending the
transcript of the second chronicle, and the manuscripts of the
third, fourth and seventh chronicles; to Shri Umanath Gohain,
B.A., now Retired Extra Assistant Commissioner, Jorhat, for
placing at my disposal the transcripts representing the fifth and
sixth chronicles; to Shri Hemrath Barman and Shri Kamala-
nanda Bardoloi for help in the preparation of the press-copy; to
the Publication Department, Gauhati University, for selecting this
book for publication; to Shri Keshav Mahanta, B.A., and Mrs.
Preeti Barua, M.A., of the Publication Department, G. U., for help
in revising the proofs; and to Professor Birinchi Kumar Barua
and Dr. Maheswar Neog of the Assamese Department, G. U,, for
their interest in the matter of bringing out this book.

A synopsis in Assamese has been inserted in Appendix B
to help the reader in following the trend of the narratives recorded
in the several chronicles.

Company Bagan Road,
GAUHATI, ASSAM. Suryya KUMAR BHUYAN
The 30tk July 1960.
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