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“And for all time he wears the crown
Of lasting, limitless renown ;
He reigns, whatever monarchs fall;
His throne is In the heart of all.”

—Gerald Massey.
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS.

I confess [ feel great hesitation and reluctance in
accepting the honiur which you have been pleased
to confer upon me. In the first place my attention
has been, of late, vety much distracted by a self-
impos d  tisk—namely the delivery of a comse
of lectures to the Cilcatty student community on the
Bicad Problem, the Evils of the Caste system and so
forth, Sccondly, the fact tnat you have chosen a
Bengali to be your spokesman on this occasion makes
my position rather awkwar{ and delicate.  Thirdly, my
very vocatinn disqualifies me, 1 am afraid, for the
position you have thrust upon me, The laboratory has
been th= solace of mv life and the scene of my activity
—with the test tube conversing I forgot the lapse of
time and immured within its four walls, for the last
33 years—exactly one third of a century—I have
not been .ble to keep myself in touch with the
outside world. | have come here more as a learner than
as a teacher and 1 therefore crave your indulence for
the many imperfections. I said just now that it was
with considerable diffldence that [ undertook to preside
over your dehiberations on this occasion. I soon felt
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however that your request was of the nature
of a mandate to me, For the last thirty years, it has
been my privilege to pursue the sacred vocation of a
teacher. | have lived and moved amongst the students
of Bengal; their joys have been my joys and their
sorrows my sorrows. 1 have sha-ed their hopes and
aspirations—outside the student community [ am like a
fish out of water. As a Hindu standing in the vicinity
of the ancient Pragjyolisha 1 am overpowered with
peculiar fezlinzs,  While a portion at any rate of the
neighbouring district outside your province, is often
subject to the reproich of being a #1g3 fafHsas (i. e.
a spot not coming within the purview of the Pandavas)
your land is replete with associations connected with
the episod=s in the akabharata. The heroic deeds
of Bhliagdatta as narrated in that great epic still
exercise the imagination of the youth of India and the
reputation which your province still enjoys as a land
of magic and incantations and Tantric rites fillswone
with awe and wonder. Nor wmust I omit here the
rock inscription near your town which gives the name
of Harjjara Varman who ruled in 830 A. D. Assam is
thus the haliowed land for our countrymen, hory
with traditions of by-gone ages.

MODERN ASSAM—ITS NEEDS
Let us not trouule ourselves with the dead past
but come to modern times and the living present, The
first thing that strikes me is that Assam is fairly a
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large province; its arca is 53,000 sq, miles. almost two
thirds of that of Bengal (78,00c sq: miles). But the
population of Assumn is only seven wmillions and odd
whilt that of Bengal is 45 million<. You will be surprised
to hear that the district of Mymensingh alone in Bengal
has a population of 4% miilions. The density of
population in Assim is 115 while in Bengal it is
534 per sq. mile, It should also be remembered that
the namber of immigrants settled in Assam, mostly
time ¢xpite ] tea-zanden bibourers, constitutes about
15 per cent of the population,  While the ancient
history of Assam will fill yon with piide, the stern
facts of modern times should give you ample food for
serious reflection and anxious thought. As College
students you are studying economics as applied to
European countries but 1 am afraid the serious and
critical economic outlook of the land of your birth
scarcely enter into your everyday calculations,

Your cducation cannot and ought not to be
divorced from the needs of actuval life—you ought to
have a practicab'e ideal befoie you. The current notion
must be given up that the end of a student’s life is to
pass examinations. In our country « means kas wsurped
the place of an end. For, examination is, after all,
a test and very imperfect test of our intellectual
capacity. It is well nigh forgotten that the object
of education is not storing the mind with ill-digested
information but the development of our faculties.
On the intellectual side the powers of observation
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and reasoning have to be cultivated. In our
schools .and colleges  only the memory s
developed at the expense of other faculties. The
fault is not vours ; it helongs to the system for which
your elders are responsible.  OQur country is in a
transitional state—there is often a wide gulf inter-
veninyg between the ideas ruling one generation and
the rext. A lawyer often insists that his son should
hecome a lawyer whether the latter has any taste or
aptitude for the profession or not. Emerson truly
savs that benefactors sometimes become the worst
malefactors and parents the enemies of their
children as they try to force their crystallized views
and opinions on the latter.

You should be on your guard against accepting
current opinions simply because they pass unchallenged
in the society in which you move. Take nothing on
trust ; learn to think for yourselves, On the moral side
you must improve the capacities for industry, patience,
courage and self control.  We are lacking in the
strength of will—rhat is what more than anything
else differentiates us from an average European.
Merely negative virtues do not avail much in this
world. It is not enough that you are not unjust and
cruel ; but you must try to put a stop to injustice
and cruelty in the country. Your virtues should be
munly—our  virtues are more of the passive
kit Kemember that courage is the first of virtues,
While these ueneral reflections apply to all, you should
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bear in mind that as students your first duty will be to
learn. Whatever subject you have liking for, you
must strive to study and learn. For, it is not given to
every one of you to continue your studies in the
same way when you enter life. After all, what you
lears from bhoks is only an insignificant fraction of
what yoi can gather from every day experience in
life provided yon keep your e¢yes and ears open.,
The besetting sin of our young men is that they are
critics of a subject before they have acquited any
know'ede about it. You mast avoid the life of a
drift D't be like dumb driven cattle bnt bhe a
hero in the strife—have an ideal of your future even
in you: youth and try to work at it. This question has
a practical bearing and is  permanently  connected
with vour career in life.  Th - only aim of a young man
at the present day is to be a doctor or a lawyer or a
professor,  Che paths of these learned professions are
beaten tracks —they won’t lead you to the gold mines—
these are now paths of starvation, You must ta.e to
new walks of life—to industiy, commerce and tiade,
Yonr piovince 1s a rich field for agriculture. Tea has
revolutionisad  Assam but it 1s practically in the hands
of forcigners.  This plant 1s indigenous to Assam and
was discovered during the first Burmese War., Nearly
3,067,000 acres of lind are under tea-cultivation and it is
estimated that the capital value of the gardens is about
15 millions sterling. Assam, as [ have said, is the place
for agriculture. The net area of your province
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