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PREFACE.

There was a time, when the Assamese tongue
was breathing its dying breath. The Missionaries
came, impelled by noble and philanthropic motives,
and gave new life to the language. 1We ought to
remain always grateful to them for this their in-
estimable service. A ver).r concise history of the
Missionaries in Assam, has been given at the close
of the book.

It is found expedient to invent a certain mark
to represent the proper sounds of sz ands. The
sound of s may be represented by either § or 5,
as is recognized by the etymology of the word.
But this rule cannot be applied with advantage
to those cases, where, by such doing, the word is
likely to be materially affected, and the etymology
seriously confounded. Considerations like the
above have persuaded me to attach the mark ()
to *, ¥ ( sk ) and % (5 ), to show that they should
be pronounced as in Saunskrit. This mark may
likewise be adopted in connexion with the letters
% and § to represent their Sanskrit sounds. Again,
the sound of o is generally represented by the
mark (’ ) ; but this should be used, as in English,
to imply, that a certain letter in the word is under-
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stood. It is proper to employ the mark (=) for
the o sound.

In this world of complex circumstances, man
often fails to carry a scheme into execution, as he
contemplates it at the outset, This booklet is
simply a crude product of my original design.
There are numerous defects in these pages ; but,
it is heped, that the public will be indulgent m
their opinions, remembering, first, that my accom-
plishments are imperfect and insufficient, and,
<econdly, that the Assamese language, although
destined to become steady in some degree in no
far distant period, scarcely passes its infancy at
present.

Lessons of diverse character and interests have
been intruduced, so that selections may be made
te suit the capacities of pupils in different classes
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