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the Bengali language a brief compilation from the Buranjis.”
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“In no department of literature do the Assamese appear
to have been more successful than in History. Remnants of
historical works that treat of the times Bhagadatt, a con=
temporary of Raja Judhisthir, are still in existence. The
chain of historical events, however, since the last 600 years,
have been carefully preserved, and their authenticity can be
relied upon. It would be difficult to name all the hisiorical
works, or as they are styled by the Assamese, Burangis. They
are numerous and voluminous. According to the customs
of the country, a knowledge of the Buranjis was an indie
pensable qualification in an Assamese gentelman ; and every
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family of distinction, and specially the Government and the
public officers, kept the most minute records of historical
events, prepared by the learned Pandits of the country.
These histories were therefore very numerou, and generally
agreed with each other in their relation of events. A large
number is still to be found in the possession of the ancient
families.” pp. 45-46.
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a3t (5fF7a TFT 72137 A few Remarks on the Assa-
mese Language ¥13% &% 280% 871 T8 &+ 9,—

“From the first occupation of the province to the passing
of the Act XX1X of 1837 nearly, or at least up to the year
1835, Assamese was the language of the courts. It was used
with great facility and convenience and with universal
satisfaction to the people, for about fifteen years, in almost
every department of this public office, as the public records
will still show.”
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In the preface to the work we are informed'by the author
that he has divided his book into four parts. The first
contains an account of the reigns of Assamese princes, from
the earlist to the latest period ; the second details the mode
of administering government and justice in Assam ; the
third gives the geography of Assam, with an account of the
holy places ; and the fourth enumerates the products of the
country and illustrates the division of castes, the manners
of the people, and their mode of worshipping the Supreme
Being. Of these four parts, the first only has been issued
from the Calcutta native press, written in the Bengali
language, and in a style, though not very pure not elegant
yet in general, easy and clear.”
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“A HISTORY OF AssAM”, written in Bengali, by Holiram Dhekial
Phukon. Published in 1829 aD. Printed at Samachar Chan-
drika Press, Calcutta, and distributed Gratis.

In one of the Calcutta papers (the India Gazette) we find
a review by a Hindu, Tarachand Chakravarti, of a history of
Assam, by an Assamese, written in Bengalee, and printed at
the Calcutta native press. This review, as well as the work
itself, of which it gives a digest is the European manner, con-
stitutes such a novelty in the annals of Indian Literature, that
we print it,

In the preface to the work bearing the above title we are
informed by the author, that has divided his book into four
parts. The first contains an account of the reigns of Assamese
princes from the earliest to the latest period ; the second details
the mode of administering the government and justice in
Assam ; the third gives the geography.of Assam, with an
account of its holy places; and the fourth enumerates the pro-
ducts of the country, and illustrates the division of castes, the
members of the people, and their mode of worshipping the
Supreme Being. Of these four parts, the first only has lately
been issued from the Calcutta native press, written in the
Bengalee language, and in a style, though not very pure or
elegant, yet in general easy and clear.

As publications of historical nature are seldom known to
emanate from the native press, a short account of this work
may be read with interest by those liberal members of the Euro-
pean community, who sincerely and generously encourage the
intellectual encouragement of the natives. I will, therefore,
attempt to give a brief sketch of this history, premising, that
excepting one or two instances, our author has not made any
mention of the authorities on which his work is founded, and
has in more than one places, made his authenticity rest on
traditions. He has besides, interspersed real history with super-
stitious tales, with which the reader will excuse me for mot
amusing him, but to which fromi the author’s manner of relat-
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ing them, he seems ar*ached some importance, perhiips some
degree of credence. The consideration of these circumstances
should make us pause a little before we take for granted every-
thing he has said by way of narrating facts, more specially
those which relate to ancient times. Indeed, considering how
little disposed the people of this country have been to pre-
serve faithful records of events, particularly of profane history,
it may be fairly asked, whence did our author gather the facts
which he has given to the public? But we will leave the
reader to judge for himself, and begin with our intended sketch.
The author sets out with defining the limits of Assam by
quoting the words of Shiva in a dialogue between him and his
consort Gauri.

The ancient name of Assam was Kamrup, which ‘extended
from the river Karatoya to a place called Sadiya, not far from
the river Dikrong. One performing a religious act in this
country is supposed to obtain a speedy fulfilment of his desires,
and hence its name Kamrup. It comprehended four Peet’hs
or holy places, the first Ratna Peet’h extending from the river
Karatoya to the river Shonukehu ; the second Kam Peet’h, from
Shonukehu to the river Reepika ; the third, Swarna Peet'h from
Reepika to the river Bhairabee ; and the fourth Saumar Peet’h
from the Bhairabee to the river Dikrong.

The first Raja who reigned in Kamrup was the son of
Brahma, named Mahirang Danav, the seat of whose govern-
ment was on a mountain called Moiroka, about two kroses
to the north-west of Gauhati. The last prince of this line was:*
the fourth in succession from the first Raja. He was killed by
Vishnu who placed Narakasura on the throne. A divine origin
is ascribed to Narakasur. He was brought up in the house of
Janak Raja, and afterwards made King, as has been already
mentioned ; but proving a tyrant, he was killed by Sri Krishna.

The next prince was the son of Narak, named Mahinapta
Bhagadatta, who came to the throne in the commencement of
the Kaliyoga. He is said to have reigned a hundred years, and
sacrificing his life in the battle of the Kurus left the throne to
his son Dharmapal who governed the kingdom for a hundred
and twenty-five years. To him succeeded his son Rampal, who
was succeeded by his son Prithwipal, and each of them reigned
a hundred and five years.

Other princes of this line continued to fill the throne, but
nothing further is known of them than that each of them.
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reigned a hundred and five years. The length of the reigns,
and the equal duration of some of them in continued succes-
sion may throw considerable doubt on the authenticity of the
narration.

One Madhava then came to the throne, and was succeeded
by his son Lakshmipal, who is said to have conquered a part
of the country called Gaura, to the west of the river Karatoya,
and to have come to the shores of the Ganges, where he got
some Brahmans to respect the Mantra of Suryya one hundred
thousand times, with the view of obtaining a son. After a
reign of seventy-four years, he left the kingdom to his son
Subahu, and retired to a cave in the mountain, called Nilachal,
to pass the remainder of his life in devotion. Such retirement
is very common with Hindu princes. Subahu is said to have
been contemporary with Raja Vikramaditya. While the former
governed Kamrup, the latter was engaged in performance of
the sacrifice called Aswamedha, and let Ioose his horse, which
travelled into the territories of Subahu, and was caught by
him. This occasioned hostilities between the princes. Vik-
ramaditya with a large force attacked the dominion of Subahu,
defeated him, and recovered his horse. Subahu, after this
defeat retired with his family to the mountains of Himalaya,
and with him terminated the Narakasura dynasty, he being the
twenty-first prince of that line. During the short interregnum
between the retirement of Subahu and the commencement of
the next dynasty, one of his ministers, named Sumati adminis-
tered the government.

The next dynasty was that of the Kshatriyas, of the coun-
try called Dravir. The name of the first prince was Jitari, who
was surnamed Dharmapal, from his great piety. He invited
into his dominions a colony of Brahmanas and other castes
from Gour, and an inscription on copper in Nagari character,
has been discovered recording his grant of land to certain Brah-
mans. He was succeeded by his son Satanika, surnamed
Ratnapal who made war with the rulers of Gour and conquered
a part of that country. To him succeeded his son Sompal,
who made Kunyakagram a place to the north of the river
Brahmaputtra, the capital of his dominions. After him, eight
other Kshatriya princes came to the throne.

The third race of princes were called the descendants of
Brabmaputtra. A fabulous account of their origin is given in
the work before us, which we do not think worth taking
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notice of. The first prince of this dynasty was Shushaiu,
otherwise named Arimatta.who is famous for having built a
fortress in Kamrup, known by the name Baidyargar. A prince
of the race of Kamateswar, named Phengooa, attacked him in
his kingdom ; but finding him an unequal match, he contrived
to gain over the queen of Shasanka to his side, and by her
means succeeded in stuffing the muskets of the enemy with a
substance which prevented their discharge. Shusanku, aware
of his danger, committed his life to the waters of the Brahma-
puttra by a fall from a mountain. The government of the
Brahmaputtra was thus interrupted by Phengooa who reigned
for a short time. His capital, still known by the name of
Phengooa’s Gar, was at the distance of half a2 day's march from
Gauhati. On his death, the Brahmaputtra dynasty was restored,
but no further than three generations, Gajanka, Sukaranka and
Mriganka being the only princes of that race who are said to
have reigned in all 240 years.

Mriganka having no issue, the race became extinct, and
with the termination of his reign, which was at a period cor-
responding with the year of Christ 1478, commenced the decline
of the Kamrup government.

The dominions of Mriganka were, after his death, divided
into a number of petty independent states which were gov-
erned by twelve chiefs; but they did not long enjoy their
power in tranquility. Nabob Doolalgazee, son-in-law of Hus-
sein Shah who was then sovereign of Gaur, invaded and took
possession of Kamrup. He met with his death in the coun-
try and was succeeded by his son Masundar Gazi. Sultan
Gyasuddin was the next Mahomedan invader who destroyed
many Hindu temples, conquered the country and governed
it. After his death, the twelve chiefs recovered their domi-
nion.

From among these petty states, Assam gradually rose in
power and extending its conquests, brought under subjection
the greater part of the country, anciently known by the name of
Kamrup, and consisting of the four divisions before-mentioned.
We will therefore briefly notice the history of this flourishing
kingdom as given by our authors, and pass over that of the
other states.

To the east of Saumar, which has been before-mentioned,
was a place called Nara, which was under the government of a
raja of the name of Chaingta. One of the distant descendants of
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this raja, whose name was Chookapha held the government of
a place called Khranungjing, . .

His power here was dependent on a superior raja; but as
he was ambitious of making himself great and independent, he
left the place and began to make conquests about the middle of
the thirteenth Christian Century. He at length came to a place
called Chantak and liking its situation fixed his residence there.
The account of what followed from this till the death of
Chockapha, involving a most important part of the history, the
foundation of Assam appears to me to be obscure.

Our author merely says that Chookapha, under pretence
of making a purchase of a swine and spirituous liquor, sent over
some emissaries to the dominions of Varahimaran which lay
to the south of Brahmaputtra and they contrived to gain over
his general to the side of Chookapha, who obtained four of
the general’s daughters in marriage. Chookapha declared him-
self a descendant of Indra, and succeeded in bringing every-
body under his subjection. He was considered Asama, or
unequalled in power, and hence the name of the country; the
modern Assam being a perversion of Asama.

Chookapha dying, his son Chooteupha, succeeded him,
and defeated many rajas; among whom the raia of Cachar is
mentioned. The fifth and last prince immediately descended from
the line of Chookapha was Chookampha. After an interregnum
of five years from his death, the minister of state put on the
‘throne a person of the same race, whom they invited over from a
place called Lahunji. They built him a new capital, which they
called Chumpagoori and the new prince was installed under
the name of Chootaopha. He conquered the prince of the race
of Chutiyas whose dominion extended over a large moun-
tainous tract, which from that time became subject to Assam.
Chootaopha died after a reign of thirteen years and left his pos-
session to his brother Chookhamut’hepha, who proving a tyrant,
was killed by his ministers. To this succeeded an interregnum
of nine years; and at the end of that period the reins
of government were put into the hands of Choodangpha
who was of the same race with his predecessors. His
conquests extended the Assam territories as far as the
river Karatoya, which has been mentioned before in speak-
ing of the divisions of Kamrupa. The sixth prince, in
‘succession from Choodangpha, whose name was Choossimpha,
became a great oppressor of his people,” and in cor-
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sequence was put to deoth by his ministers. They placed his
brother on the throne and gave him the name of Choohoompha.
This prince achieved many, conquests which are detailed by
our author, but the manner in which he is said to have met
with his death deserves to be mentioned. Iu the course of
his conquests he had got into his possession some handsome
women, who becoming the subject of dispute between him and
his son Chooklunpha, the latter succeeded, by means of an
assassin, to remove the former from the way of accomplishing
his wishes; and took the government into his own hands.
Chooklunpha built a new city called Gargaon which is now
covered with forest.

The next prince was Chookhroonpha to whom succeeded:
his son Chooheinpha. This prince introduced various reforms
in the government, and he is said to have given protection to
the raja of a country called Dimarooya who thenceforth be-
came a dependent of Assam. Two brothers of royal descent,
Dharmanarayana and Gajanarayana, having fled from the per-
secution of Aurenzeb and taken refuge in the court of Assam,
Chooheinpha appointed former to the government of a place-
called Darrang and the latter to that of Beltola.

Chooheinpha left the kingdom to his son Chooroompha
of whose cruelty an instance is recorded by our author, which,
if authentic, shows how far the power which was originally
designed to protect, is liable to endanger society and entail
misery, when left to be guided by the passions and caprice of
its possessor. This prince, having lost his son, issued a man-
date that a son should be taken from every respectable family,
and buried alive in the grave with the royal offspring. This
was beyond the endurance of nature, and the people united
in pulling down the tyrant from the throne he had so disgraced
and placed upon it his brother Choochinpha.

The successor of Choochinpha was his son Kukurekhowa
Gohain, who being soon expelled from the throne on account
of his oppression, made way for his brother who was afterwards
known by the name of Jayadhvaja Singha. This prince adopted
the Hindu faith. Before this, therefore, he and his predeces-
sors must have been of a different persuasion, but ‘what that
persuasion was, our author does not inform us. About this
time Nabob Muzoom Khan conquered Assam and kept pos-
session of it for a vear; but he was afterwards defeated, and”
obliged to leave the country. ,
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The ‘next raja was Chakradhvaja Singha who is said to
have built the fort of Gauhati. He was succeeded by his
brother Udayaditya Singha, who himself becoming the pupil of
a Vairagi (a religious mendicant professing to have no secular
attachnient), attempted the conversion of his people who exas-
perated at the measure, put both the Vairagi and his disciple
to death. :

During the subsequent reigns, murder and confusion pre-
vailed, till a raja of the name of Gadadhar Singha restored
tranquility. He put down every rebellion and established his
dominion on a firm footing. Gadadhar, dying after a reign of
fourteen years and six months, left the throne to his eldest son
Rudra Singha, who built the city of Rungpoor, and made it
the seat of his government. The English had their principal
station in this place until the last year, when, in consequence
of the insalubrity arising from the adjoining woods, it was
removed to another place called Jorhat.

The state of civilisation in Assam at the time of this
prince may be inferred from the circumstance of his having
been the first to introduce the arts of dancing and music into
the country. He invited over to his court from Nadiya a
learned Brahman of the name of Krishnaram Nyayavagis whom
he acknowledged for his spiritual teacher, and from that time
the Durga Puja and other rites enjoined in the Krishna Shastra
were performed at the royal residence. Krishnaram dissemi-
nated a knowledge of the ritual of different sects of worshippers
and from that time the modern compilation of laws and
observance by Raghunandan, by which the Hindus of Bengal
are chiefly guided, became current in Assam. Many respect-
able Assamese became the religious disciples of Krishnaram
and there are now many who acknowledge his descendants to
be their spiritual teachers.

Amongst the maid-servants attached to the palace of
Sivasingha was one whose beauty made a powerful impression
on the royal breast. The prince made her his queen, and was
so far governed by his passion as to have the public coin
stamped with her name. Upon her death he espoused her sister
and she also dying he took the wife of another person and made
her his queen. The names of the two last queens were also
impressed on the public coin. Our author does not say whether
the people were at all dissatisfied with the raja for his above
‘mentioned conduct; his exalted station was perhaps, in their
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estimation, sufficient to exempt him from the opprobrium which
would have attached to any other individual for such a crimi-
nal indulgence of passion. The reign of Sivasingha was of a
long duration. After his death, his brother Pramatta Singha
came to the throne and turned his attention to the regulation
of finance. The documents of his time have been received up
to the present day as incontestible evidence in deciding disputes
relating to land and revenue. He died after a short reign, and
was succeeded by his younger brother, Rajeswar Singha, during
whose administration, Rangpur became a very magnificent and
flourishing city, and an alliance was formed with the Raja of
Manipur by the prince’s marriage with his daughter. His
prime minister Bakatial Barbarua has been suspe¢ted to have
had a hand in his death by mixing poison with some medi-
cine which was taken by the prince.

Bakatial seems to have taken the. most active part in
bringing on the downfall of Assam. After having dispatched
Rajeswar he took proper precautions to exclude his eldest son
Brajanath Gohain from the throne, and placed upon it Lakshmée
Singha, the younger brother of the late prince. Instigated by
this wicked minister, Lakshmee Singha ordered his brother’s
son to be deprived of their noses, ears, and eyes and banished
from his city. At this time a person of the name of Khora,
who had been unjustly punished by the minister had re-
belled against the Government and had been joined by
a body of people called Marans. Brajanath Gohain put
himself at the head of this rebeilion, but his disappoint-
ment was great when he saw Khora’'s son Ramakanta,
placed on the throne from which Lakshmee Singha had
been deposed by the rebels. It was not long, however, before
this raja re-possessed himself of his dominion; and on his
death was succeeded by Gaurinath Singha who had been pre-
viously appointed prince regent. During his reign the Maran
rebels conquered Rungpoor, and appointed a person of the
name of Bharat to rule over that place. Another of them
named Sarvananda usurped the ruling authority of a place:
called Bengmara. The raja of Assam fled to Gauhati, and
obtaining the assistance of the British Government, was enabled
to overcome the enemy and resume his authority. These con-
tests had swept away a great part of the population of the-

tountry, and considerably diminished the vigour of the govern-»
ent,
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On Gaurinath's return to power, he removed from Rang.
pur which was not sufficiently guarded, and took up his resi-
dence at Jorhat where he died about the year of Christ 1795.

As this raja, left no son, his prime-minister, Boora Gohain,
invested with royalty one Kamaleswar Singha who was des-
«cended from the younger son of Raja Gadadhar Singha.
Kamaleswar was, however, a nominal prince; the whole gov-
ernment being conducted by the able minister, whose adminis-
tration was productive of much comfort to the people. He
endeavoured to repair a body of soldiers dressed in the
English uniform, and employed a large number of sepoys of
upper Hindusthan. )

After the death of the above-named Prince, about the year
of Christ 1810, his brother Chandrakanta Singha was installed
in the government by the minister Bura Gohain. He is the last
prince of the race of Chookapha, which has been distinguished
by the name of Indra Vansa. Chandrakanta being advised that
whilst the minister lived, on whom his power depended, he
could not be properly called raja, concerted measures to take
away his life, but the minister being previously apprised of
the design, inflicted severe punishement on the advisers of the
prince and conceived feelings of enmity against him. These
feelings were cherished by various incidents not worth detail-
ing, and at last, broke out in open hostility, the raja destroy-
ing the partisans of the minister, and the minister those of
the raja. -

Badan Chandra Phukan, then governor of a place called
Pragjyotishpur being suspected of siding with the raja, was
marked out by the minister for vengeance, but the governor
having previous notice of the minister’'s purposes, went over
to Murshidabad and then to Calcutta where he saw no pro-
bability of obtaining assistance. He afterwards had recourse
to the court of Ava where he met with success.

The King gave him a Burman force, with which he entered
the Assam territories, and took possession of Jaypur and other
places. At this time, Bura Gohain, the minister, happened to
be ill and being therefore unable personally to conduct the
war, appointed another commander. His illness soon proved
fatal, and he died about the Christian year 1816, The Burman
army were sent back to their country amply remunerated for
their services; and a woman was committed to their care,
whom they were authorised to present to the king. It does



sffafud »fa-8s

not clearly appear to me rrom the words used by the author
whether this woman belonged to the family of the raja or of
Badan Chandra whom he now made his minister.

The sons of Buragohain revived hostilities, and were so
far successful as to depose Chandrakanta ana place upon the
throne Purandar Singha, who was the great grandson of Raja
Rajeswar Singha, whose history has been already given.

Chandrakanta, however, was soon re-established in his
kingdom by an army which the Burman King sent to his assist-
ance ; and Purandar, flying to Calcutta implored the aid of
the British Government, but nothing was done. The King of
Ava soon found reason to disregard the claims of Chandra
kanta, and show favour to another whose cause was pleaded
with irresistible power. The woman who had been sent to him
by the Raja of Assam, and who had now acquired a dominion
over his heart, obtained the royal aid on behalf of her brother
and Chandrakanta was accordingly removed to make way for
the new prince, whose name was Yogesvar Singha. He held
the nominal rule while the government was actually conducted
by the Burmese. Circumstances soon turned to the prejudice
of Yogesvar. A war breaking out in Manipur, Hairumbhu, and
Rangoon, between the Burmese and the British nation, the
latter, about the Christian year 1824, drove the former from
Assam and took possession of the country.

The details of those transactions, which appeared in the
Calcutta newspapers our author thinks, render any account
from his pen unnecessary. Yogesvar, as the author relates,
was allowed to live at a place called Yogighopa, to the north-
east of Rangpoor, where died in about a year after. Chandra-
kanta is now residing at a place called Kaliabar and supports
himself on a monthly pension of 300 rupees allowed him by
the British Government, and Purandar has taken up his abode
at Gauhati, where he lives upon the wealth of his ancestors.

Here our author end his history and here I must conclude
with observing, that all things considered, the work does credit

| to its author. The zeal he has manifested, the labour he has
undergone and the precuniary interest he has sacrificed in the
publication of this book, surely entitle him to much praise.*
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written in Bengali by Holiram Dheckial Phukon,
1829, by Tarachand Chakravarti.
sywe—Asiatic Journal or Monthly Register of British and
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svee—Selections from the Record of the Bengal Govern-
ment, Vol. XXII, p 175,
svee—A Descriptive Catalogue of Bengali Books, by Rev.
J. Long.
sb¢¢—A Few Remarks on the Assamese Language by A
Native. [ Anandaram Dhekial Phukan] Sibsagar,
Assam. Printed at the Amarican Baptist Mission
press. 1855. pp 57.
sw95—Cyclopaedia of Indiaand of Eastern and Southern
Asia, Edited by Edward Balfour, L, R. C. 8. E. Vel.
1, Second Edition, p: 241
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svae—The Indian Antiquary, Assamese Literature, p. 59 ;
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