











ASAMIYVA SAHITYAR CHANEKT

Vor. THL, P 1






ASAMIYA SAHITYAR CHANEKI

OR

TYPICAL SELECTIONS

FROM
ASSAMESE LITERATURE
Vol. 11l

MODERN PERIOD

Part |

EDITED BY

HEMCHANDRA GOSWAMI
ASSAM CIVIL SERVICE

PUBLISHED BY THE
UNIVERSITY OF CALCUTTA
1923



PRINITD TY $ MUBPENDRAT AL FANERIEY

AT THE A b 11 CNTVERSTEY KBNS FNAdE HOUSE cvbet by

Reg No 9B Aupust 23 500



Outlines of a Scheme for the Advanced Study

of the Indian Vernaculars

By
Sir Asutosh Mookerjee

The time has long passed away when elaborate areuments
vere needed to mahe even Indian scholars realise the vital
mportance  of o eritieal  and  seientifie,  historical  and
omparative study ot the great Indian vernaculars  During
he last twelve years, fortunately, the opinion has steadily
ained eround that the intellectual activity of a corporation
f scholars in this country may he most profitably divected
owards a  systematic imvestigation of - the  language and
iterature of our chiet vernaculars. The duty has, indeed,
een ofticially imposed upon one of the Indian Universities to
neourage research in vernacalar Iiteratures and languases
nd to foster then growth, by the publication of critical
ditions of early texts; and by historical investigations of their
rigins, early development and ramification into a variety of
ialeets. T have long maintained the view that o subject <o
xtensive in scope, so well caleulated to rouse intellectual
uriosity, may, fittingly he included iv the scheme for our
dghest Degree  Examinations.  But  this object can  bhe
uecessfully attained, only after the materials for study and
nvestivation have been made easily aceessible to teachers and
tudents.  This was precisely my purpose, when I induced
Yai Naheb Dineschandra Sen to prepare, for the University,
olumes of Typical Selections in Bengali on & comprehensive
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weale  These volumes present the development of the Bengali
Language and Literatwe in a style never before attempted
and  Mave been  enthusiastically  aeclaimed by competent
scholars working in various seats of learning, in *and beyond
Indin. I am emphatically of opinion that the time has arrived
when a further definite advance " should be made in this
diveetion, and plainly, the initiative should be taken by tho
Post-Greaduate Department of the University.  Animated hy
this desire, I have utilised my recent visits, in my capacity as
a Member of the University Commission, to different parts
of India, in disecussing this question with a number of
distinguished  scholars, and 1T am now in a position to lay
before my colleagues the outlines of my plan. My proposal
in substance is that the services of  competent  scholars,
wherever available, should be secured to prepare a series of
volumes of “T'ypical Seleetions, dealing with the chief [ndian
Vernaculars and illustrating the origin anl developnfent of
both the language and the literature. The Selections will he
made from sources published and unpublished, and manuseript
materials will be utilised to the fullest extent desirable.  The
general plan ol the volumes will be historical and eritieal,
similar to that adopted for the Bengali Typical Selections, and
I venture to entertain the hope that if the Selections are
Judiciously made, they will not only serve to illustrate
linguistic and literary evolution, but will also help to illuminate
many a dark, corner of social, religious and administrative
history.  Each velume will he furnished with an introduction,
glossary, notes and appendices.  The volumes, as they become
ready, will be publishéd by the University and avill no doubt
tend to enhance its reputation as a true seat of learning.
It is difficult to determine in adwance the exact amount of
honorarium which should be offered to each editor, as it must
depend largely upon the extent of the individual work ; but
it may be generally stated that the amount will ordinarily
vary between Rs. 1,000 and Rs. 2,000 T am glad to be able
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to state tRat T have already secured the services of  compefent
scholars for the undermentioned languages :

Mararur

Mr. D. K. Bhandarkar, M.\ . Carmichacl Professor of
Ancient Indian History and Culture.

Pranrir

Dr. Po Do Gune, M.\ PhiD,  Professor, Fergusson
College, Poona, under the guidance «of  Sir Ramkrishna

Giopal Bhandarkar, K.C.1.15., M.A., Ph.D., LL.D.

ASSAVESE

Svijut Hemchandra Goswami.

Mr. Goswami has drawn up, with my approvai provisionally
given, the following scheme for compilation of the Typical
Selecetions in Assamese :

“1 propose to divide the Assamese Literature info six
different periods on historical and philological consideration.

The first period begins about 600 \.D., when the areat
Chinese traveller Hiuen 'Tsang visited the country and
extends up to 800 \.D., when the aphorisms of Dak were
first reduced to writing.  During this period, the literature
remained in an unwritten state, and it was entively lyrical in
its nature.  The cradle songs, the pastoral sones, the Bihu
songs and the Ballads of Assam Dhelonged {o this period or
nfa o |

The second period begins about S00 A.D. when the
mantras and the aphorisms were first reduced to writing and
extends up to 1200 X.D., the time when the regular writfen
literature took its birth. T propose to style this period as¢ the
period of mantras and aphorisms or w# =g wfaar g
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The  third  peried begins about 1200 AD.®when the
translation of the Purans and Ramayana was faken in hand
for the first time by writers as Hema Saraswali, Madhaba
Kandali  and * Pitambara Dwija to prepare othe way for
Vaisnavisim in the nest period and extends up te 1450 A DL
the time of Sankara’s birth. [ propose to call this as the
Pre-Vaisnay perod or mq-%wat 9 |

The' fourth period commences from 1150 \.D. with the
birth of Sanhara Deva, the great exponent of Vaisnavism in
Assann, and extends up to about 1600\ Do AL the areat
writers of ancient - \ssaanese literature Hourvished in this
period, and  the literature was chiefly employed in this
period for the  propagation ol Vaisnavism. [ propose to
call this as the Vaisnavite period or Fwat 0 |

The fifth  period  begins about 1600 A D with the
consolidation ol the  Xhom  Power in the country  and
wxtends up to 1560 N D about which (time the country
came under the British Rule. "This period  was mavked hy
areat literary activity, and numerous hooks  were written
on a variety or subjeets h'\e\\'rltcr\ ol all erades: but on
the whole it was a period of deterioration owing to the
depredations cansed by the Burmese and the  Moamaries,
As the diterature in this period lost in depth. it cained
in swrtace and <o T propose to call this  the period of
extension or fawgg g

The sixth and the last period commences in 1500 AL D.
with the advent of the British, and continues up to the
present time.  With the spread of Encelish education, the
Vernacular litevature of the country assumed a new mould ;
I propose to call this the modern ace or gqaH g and fix
its limit at 1900 . D.

The compilation will consist of  two volumes of 1,000
pages cach; it is proposed o form the first volume with
selections from the tirst four veriods and the second volume
with selections from the last two poriods.  An Introduction
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in English will be added to the first svolume dealing with
the history of the language and the literature and a glossary
ol archaic words with meanings will be put at the second
volume.”

[ am in communication with scholars interested in some
of the other Indian Vernacidars and 1 hope when negotiations
are  sufliciently advanced. to lay before my  colleagues
supplementary proposals.

ASUTOSIE MOOKERJEE
The 29th June 1915,
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