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PREFACE.

The present publication Asamar Palya-Burangi, or
a metrical chronicle of Assam, contains two scparate
bovks, riz. Kali-bharat Buranji by Dutiram Swarnakar
Hazarika Satola, a history of Assam from the accession
of Sulikpha Ratnadhwaj Singha Lora Rajt in 1679, to
the transfer of the territories of the Honourable East
India Company to the Crown in 1858 ; and Belimarar
Burgnji hy Bisweswar Vaidyadhipa, from Captain
Welsh’s expedition to Assam in 1792 to the victory of
the Burman army at Khagarijan or Nowgong in 1819.
Both these books were compiled, diregtly or indirectly,
at the instunce of Maharaja Puranfar Singha, King of
Assam from 1817 to 1818 during the period of Burmese
invasion, and feudatory chief of Upper Assam under
British protection from 1833 1o 1838. The original
manuscript of Dutiram’s book was recovered for the
Assam  Sahitya-Sabha by Srijut Harinarayan Datta-
Barua, Teacher, Jorhat Normal Training School, from
the author’s clder son Srijut Kamalapati Hazarika of
Jorhat 3 and that ol Bisweswar's chronicle by Srijut
Hemchandra Bargohain, Mauzadar of Namti and son-
in-law of the late Juvaraj Kesavkanta Singha, from a
villager of his locality.

The Department records its indebtedness to the
Assam Sahitya-Sabha for, lending the manuscript of
Dutiram with permission to use it for publication; to
Srijot - IMarinarayan Datta-Barua, a  Corresponding
Member of our Department, for obtaining the permission
of Srijut Kamalapati Hazarika for publishing his
father’s book, and for placing at our disposal valuable
information about the life of Dutiram Hazarika collected
from the author's fandly at Jorhat; to Srijut Sonadhar
Das, Registrar of the Assam Civil Secretariat, retired,
and Segretary of the Assam Baniya Sabha, for furnishing
details of the life, ancestry amd literary achievements
of Dufizgm ; to Srijut Anandaram Buragohain, B.A., for
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acquiring for the Departm¥nt the original manuscript
puthi of Bisweswar's buranji from Srijut Hemchandra
Bargohain ; to Srijuts Basudev Misra, B.A., and Madhab-
chandra Barooaf) of the stafl of the D.H.A.S. for assist-
ance in transcription, editing and proof-correction.

The book is furnished with a detailed critical and
biographical review in Assamese. To widen the scope
of its uscfulfess we have prefixed an introduction in
English, and havejnserted a carefully prepared synopsis
in Engllh at the end of the book. We hoF;the publi-
cation of Asamar Padya-Buranji will glead to « the
recovery of other metrical chronicles which are as pro-
lific and valuable as their prose counterparts.

8. K. BHUYAN,
Honorary Assistant Direclor of
Historical and Anliquarian Studies,
Assam.

Gauhati, Agsam.

Cotton College, }
October 15, 1932.



INTRODUCTION.

The present book Asamar Padya-Buradji, or a metrical
chronicle of Assam, represents a distinct and numerous branch
of Asamese historical literature. Unlike their precursors
of medizval England where history and romance went hand
in hand the rhymed Assamese chronicles have great signifi-
cance as compilations of facts. The As;.:‘yese buranjists,
whether writing in matter-of-fact stubbgrw’prese or in the
morc human vchicle of verse, were guided by the pre-emincent
object of feithfully and correctly enscrolling facts as they
wore gleaned 1som state papers, ot the testimony of reliable
cyc-witnesses and actual participators of the events described.
Any irregularity or discrepancy which we may come across
was duc to unintelligent handling of the original sources
rather than to wilful misrepresentasioff or® exaggeration.
The cloak of anonymity which was used by almost all the
chroniclers was duc to the necessity of averting the retribu-
tion and vengeance to which they were cxposed for their
impartial narration of facts by which they threw into proper
perspectives the public acts—creditable and otherwise—of
powerful potentates and princes. When anonymity was dis-
carded it was because the particular writer wrote his treatise
under the commission of the state, or regarded truthful
narration as a public service or when he left speciab instruc-
tions to his successqrs and heirs to refrain from exhibiting
the hook to any onc but to a trusted friend. The practically
universal anonymity in the authorship of the buranjis and the
great secrecy insisted upon in their circulation are a
guarantee of their good faith, specially when we know that
cven the most curious and insignificant cvent recorded in one
buranji receives its corroborgtion in another. The fact may
be untruc and impossible, but the chronicler believed it to
be true, and his bonafides are unquestionable.

. Rigid adhcrence to trutli became an established tradi-
tional feature of Assamese historical compilations, and the
existence of a public opinion in support of the impartial
narrator gave him the necessary safeguard and protection.
The chronicles of the later eightcenth and carly nineteenth
centuries contain as a rule the names of their authors.

A hisjorical poct enjoyed greater immunity than his
prosaic_compatriot. His personality was more or less sacro-
sanct, #nd he was never suspecteg as having any interest in
unjustly glorifying or maligning any personage. = Besides,
thespeetmextracted a moral cven from embassies and warfares,
which at once imparted a look of Jnstice and disinterestedness.
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It was a custom for every poet to weave his name into his
verses and pen a few autobiographical lines, and the historical
poet could not eseape thig literary convention.

Thus Assamege buranjis whether in prose or in verse a..
both characterised by a religious vencration for truth. The
main difference in these two classes of chronicles lay in the
intrusion of the philosophical element as an inevitable
sequence of the adoption of the poetical medium. At every
stage, like a Gjury listening to thc different versions of a
crime or a Ggeek chorus watching the triumph of fate over
the exertions of mdrtals, the poet-historian summarises and
records his impression of the passing events. To him the
ceascless phenomenon of human strife has no jintérest except
as an cxample to drive his message home.

Another noticeable concomitant of the verse medium is
the negligible f{raction of extravagance manifested in the
attribution of Actiolis 1nd results to the gods which can be
explained, with a little more circumspection, as springing
from human agents. The same bclief in divine intervention
led to the description of the matchless heroes as being im-
penetrable to gun-shots and spear-thrusts. But such belief
was rampant in those days when the physical basis of life was
not championed by a Huxley; and the poct’s indulgence in
such imageries is rare and far between.

Assamese historical poetry can be further studied in its
aspect as a branch of old Assaraese poetry which is a direct
emanation of Vaisnavism in its spirit, tone and theme.
Vaisnava poetry, however edifying it may bc on the spiritual
score, revels, as far as facts are concerned, in a world of
imagination and unreality. The ideas underlying the facts
constitute their chief claim to permanence and universality.
Assamese historical poetry takes us from the groves of
Vrindavana to the steppes of the Patkai Hills, from the
world of unreality to tEat of reality and truth. This touch
of rcalism is a significant departure in view of the rigid con-
formity to idealistic conventions which Indian poctics insisted
upon. The abruptness of this transition is avoided by the
pocts of our Aswmar Padya-Buranji by introducing the
glorification of Srikrishna, the cardinal essence of all
Vaisnava poetry, as the motif of their secular and realistic
performances.

A. DutiraM Hazarixa’s Buraigr

Manusoript. The manuscript of Dufiram Ha%arika’s
buranji has been obtained from the Assam Sahitya-Sabha.
It was recovered for the Sabha by Srijut Harinarayes—cita-
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Barua from Dutiram’s son Srijut Kamalapati Hazarika

sometime in 1926. Our attention was drawn to this book

by a detailed review contributed to the Asiam Sahitya-Sabha
atrika, Vol. I, No. 2, by Srijut Nakulchdndra Bhuyan.

The manuscript is in the form of a puthi containing 137
folios. The folios, each measuring 3 in. x 8 in., are made up
Ly pasting sheets of Kabuliat forms. The author or the
transcriber has made use of the blank pages pf the forms on
the reverse of the printed pages. The gum/has given way in
many places and the printed matter has been exfposed to view,
in onc of which we get an entry in ink referring to the revenue
of the yeaf 1873, A.D. and 1279 Bengali era, which leads us
to thfer that tite book was transcribed whether by fHe author
or by his copyist not earlier than the year 1873. Each page
of the manuscript contains 8 to 9 lines.

Subject. The book is a mectrigzi®chronicle of Assam
dealing with the reigns of the Tungkhungia Kings. An
introductory chapter is devoted to Sulikpha Lora Raja during
whose reign the Tungkhungia dynasty first attained ascen-
dency and power. The reigns of Gadadhar Singha, Rudra
Singha, Siva Singha, Pramatta Singha, Rajeswar Singha,
ILakshmi Singha, Gaurinath Singha, Kamaleswar Singha,
Chandrakanta Singha and Purafdar Singha, have been
treated claborately; and the author continues his account up
to the éxecution of Maniram Dewan in 1858 and the transfer
of the territories of the Honourable East India Company
to the authority of the British Crown. This book can there-
fore be regarded as a complete history of Assam from 1679
to 1858; and can be studied with interest and advantage along
with our prose chronicle Tungkhungia Buranmji by Srinath
Duara Barbarua.

Authorship and Date. Dutiram designates his book
as Kali-bharat, literally the epic of the Kali age. The devo-
tional spirit of the author saw in the rise and fall of kings,
the intrigues’ and machinations of ministers, the secret
manipulations of conspirators and assassins, and the depre-
dations and atrocities of the rapacious neighbours, a fulfil-
ment of the prophecies regarding the Kali-yuga, so commonly
found in Vaisnava poetry. The title itself is a comment on
the _ev:ls of attachment o the affairs of the earth in super-
session of the higher demands of man’s spiritual nature.

Our Tangkhungia Buranji ends in the events of the year
1806, while Dutiram’s chronicle gives an elaborate account
of the events up to_1858, ¥ thus supplcments. the
Tungkhungia Buranji. e author was himself a close
Speotmrsr> of the decadence of Ahom supremacy and thus
his account has gained an additiona! importance and interest.
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The author Dutiram Swarnakar Hazarika was born in
1806 and died in 19o1. He was a member of the Baniya
community. As an expert goldsmith he was admitted into
the intimate circﬁ of Raja Purandar Singha's household.
Dutiram was a man thoroughly conversed with the histo-
rical lore of his country, and Raja Purandar Singha freely
invited him to his palace to listen to the stories of Assam
histor§. The Raja further cnriched Dutiram’s repertory of
Assamese factldge by asking his son and heir Kameswar
Singha Juvaraj to supplement Dutirfam’s historical knowledge
by transmitting to thc scholar the traditions preserved in
Ahom royal families. Kameswar Singha cgmmissioned
Dutiram to compile a history of Assam; and the present
book is the result of that commission delivered by the
faineant Ahom prince. Purandar Singha died on October
1, 184, and Kameswar Singha on June 10, 1852. Dutiram
plodded on whh Ifavork after the death of his princely
patron and completed his hook sometime after 1858. The
exact date of composition cannot be fixed with certainty.
But from the circumstances leading to its compilation we
may infer that the author was busy with it since he was first
requested by Kameswar Singha sometime between 1846 and
1852 till 182 when thoe last event recorded in the book took
place #is., the release of Putiram Barua Sherishtadar through
the enterprise of his son Priyalal Barua. The author was
engaged in revising the hook even after 1862. The fair
copy of the present manuscriit was made after 1873.

Dutirnm  Hazarika has himsclf penned a few auto-
biographical lines in the book, pp. 183-186. We have
received additional information about him f{rom Srijuts
ITarinarayan Datta-Barua and Sonadhar Das both of whom
approached Dutiram’s son Srijut Kamalapati Hazarika for
authentic glimpses of his schqlarly father’s life. Dutiram’s
father was one+Sonabar Tlazarika. Sonabar’s father was
Saha Hazarika who was a powerful officer of the reien of
I.akshmi Singha. Saha was attached to the Bacha-Khel and
was in charge of five or six thousand archers. Sonabar
fived at Chokihat in the town of Jorhat where the authbr
was horn in 1728 Saka or 1806 A.D.

Saha’s father was one Naga, who was the youngest of
a family of eight hrothers. Naga's father was Chiran who
lived in the North Bank. Chiran was raised by King Siva
Singha to the rank of a Barua and was entrustfd with the
task ofhkeaping the Duflas under céntrol. _He lived in the
*orth Bank and cxercised great power and influence which,
as the author alleges, was not tolorated by \Rupchandra
Barbarpa, the chief cxectitive officer of King Siva 'S'mg’:hzi.
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Dutiram says that Chiran had four-score wives and that he
lived like a prince. The people complained to the
Swargadeo that Chiran extorted money from them and that
their wives and daughters were not safe before the rapacioul
potentate. Siva Singha condoned the excesses of Chiran on
the plea that the 'Brosperity of a subject is a compliment to
his sovereign. ut Rupchandra acted otherwise; he pro-
cured a royal order on the authoritg of which Chiran} who
was originally a Kath, was given the customary impression
of a Baniya on the forehcad The author says,—‘‘Cruel is
Rupchandra Barbarua! He has reduced u‘s)o this plight.”
The ears of Chiran were also lopped “8ff;7”and his sevea
brothrers were also punished.

Dutiram was. educated in his childhood in the tol of
Bhayaram Barpuiari at Jorhat, He was also trained in
the craft of a goldsmith, and he magtered at a very early
age the intricate process of making different kinds of gold
ornaments, Specially the art of setting delicate ‘jewelg on
green surfaces, generally known as minakars, for which
Jcﬁfh;t gdoaldsmiths enjoy a somewhat unrivalled reputation
till this day.

Dutiram was a disciple of the Satradhikar of Dihing
and had cultivated the arts which were regarded in those
days as indispensab’e equipments of an accomplished Bhakat.
Dutiram was thoroughly read in the Assamese scrirtures
and the ecclesiastical history of the country; he i
music and participated in the bhatvanas or enactments of
Vaisnava dramas. In short Dutiram represested 4n accom-
plished Assamese gentleman of the older t thoromghly
impregnated with the ideals of indigenous re.

Dutiram was a man of robust constitution. He was
regular in his habits and oBserved the rigorous rules of a
devotee’s life to which, combined with the gift of heredity,
his longevity was mainly due. His son Srijut Kamalapati
Hazarika is an octogenarian.

The fact that the Baniya community could produce a
man of Dutiram’s erudition and culture in the beginning of
the British connection is of considerable significance.

Dutiram is also credited with the authorship of two
other bo&ks,—Rasik-puran, containing a satirical account of
the osigin and evils of the intoxicating drugs, tobacco,
opium, bhang, dhutura etc., e commonly used. by. the
Assamese; and Baniya-sakal Asomaloi Aha Vrwittantd, an
account of the advent of the Baniyas to Assam. A trans-
cript of Burha-bhashva by Ramchandra Das was_gsade by
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Dutiram. This Ramchandra Das was propably Ramchandra
Barpatra-Gohain, the author of Manikus.*

Dutiram left two sons, Srijuts Kamalapati Hazarika and
Premananda Hazarika, both of whom are now living at
Jorhat. Srijut Govindaram Hazarika, who died in 1929,
the grandson of Dutiram’s elder brother Mayaram Hazarika,
was 3 Head Clerk in the office of the Deputy Commissioner
of Lakhimpur District.

~Literary Features. Dutiram’s book is a chronicle in
the true sense of the term. The reign of each sovereign has
been dealt with=in==.11 its aspects. The name of officers,
internal disturbances, the suppression of rebellions, the
erection of roads and temples and all other noteworthy
events have been incorporated into his account. As the
poet’s main purpose is to present a true narrative, there is
little room fom the® exgrcise of literary or poetical embellish-
ment, The recording of facts has, therefore, been given
preference to the exercise of poetical fancy; and it can be
noted to Dutiram’s credit that the facts recorded by him
materially agree with the accounts available in other sources.
Apart from the natural sequence of the reigns of the conse-
cutive sovereigns, a slender link has been maintained
throughout the book by the natural attempt on the author’s
part to describe the worship of Srikrishna as the only panacea
to escape from the affliction of misery and the vicissitudes
of human fortune.

The verses are defective in many lglaces and the rhyme-
endings are usually unsatisfactory. From these metrical
defects it transpires that the author was primarily a narrator
and not a poet. Apart from the historical information avail-
able in the book we can easily acquire a glimpse into the
full universe of knowledge andyideas which an accomplished
gentleman possessed in those days. The author’s indirect
comment on the events described by him can be gathered
from the imageries and comparisions made by him. The use
of an epithet or a simile leads us to the inner circle of the
author‘s impressions on the events narrated by him. The

odel adopted by the author is the one of Vaisnava poetry.

most every chapter begins with an invocation to the
Creatog and ends with the necessity for worshipping Hari,
Srik: and Ram. The style of the book is simple and
racy, and the author confines himself mainly to thofe Lrit

®Srijut Sonadhar Das has lent to the Department the puthis
Rasik-puran and Burha-bhashya which he obtained from Srijut
Kamalapati Hazarika. He hag also furnished us with a review of
the twogbooks prepared for him by Srijut Lalitchandra Das, B.A,
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words which have been popularised by preceding authors.-
The book also preserves an exan’iple of the lang‘uaiee preva-
lent in the Ahom court. he bock can read
with advantage and understanding by ordinary villagers
whose literary equipment does not range beyond the faculty
of reading and writing. The imageries and similes used by
the author have been mainly taken from common every-day
life.

The author addresses his book to one Lilaram, who is
no other than the late Srijut Lilaram Das, Superintendent of
the Judge-Commissioner’s Office, Assam Valley Division.
Srijut Lilaram Das’s son is Srijut Jagahapdbhw/Das, Nazir of
the Gommissioner’s Office, A. V. D., and his grandson is
Srijut Rameschandra Das, M.A., B.L., Pleader of the
Judge’s Court, Gauhati, and Lecturer, Earle Law College.

Historical Value. Assamese historical literature repre-
sented by the buranjis is varied and numerbus.* Each buranji
has its own importance. In many cases it repeats facts
recorded in other buranjis but it has invariably a mass of
new information which is not to be found in other chronicles;
and that is the justification why it was ever written and
compiled. The buranjis are more like supplements rather
than repetitions. Dutiram’s buranji contains a large quantity
of facts not recorded by others. As far as is known
historical information possessed by Swargadeo Purandar
Singha or his son Juvaraj Kameswar Singha was never
reduced to writing. The facts transmitted by reliable eye-
witnesses, and reporters have been used as materials for
historical compilations in all countries in the world; and
the accounts transmitted to the author by a whilom King of
Assam and his Juvaraj can be regarded as highly valuable,
“Dutiram's book is rich in details o? the decadence of Ahom
supremacy; and as it was a,period of disintegration and
disruption, the machinery of the royal historiographer which
was used so systematically in the former periods of compa-
rative peace and stability, was now inoperative and out of
gear. We thus get in Dutiram's buranji a trustworthy
side-light into a period about which many things have been
traditionally handed down but very little has been recorded
in a permanent form. The author was an intimate associate
of Purandar Singha and Kameswar Singha, and +his
sion required frequent visits to the royal household. We
should no? ignore the fact that Purandar Singha commanded
his som to transmit to the author all that the Juvaraj knew
of the past history of a country*of which they weuld hawe
become, under different circumstances, rulers and so

Dutiram saw with his own eyes the several-invasions ot

Al
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the Burmese, their final expulsion from the land and the
establishment and consolidation of British power in Assam,
to which momentous changes he devotes full 87 pages, vic.
pages 126-212. He must have come in personal touch with
people who were actors or spectators of the Moamaria dis-
turbances, pages 91-125. So more than half his book is
devoted to events of which the author had personal krowledge
or had acquired information from his contemporaries—a cir-
cumstance whose repetition is beyond the powers of men.

We will draw the reader's attention to the following
narratives oY Dutiram's buranji which are new or are treated
with greater\aphw's and elaboration than in other chro-
nicles,—the wanderings of Gadapani; the martyrdem of
Princess Jaymati; the flesh-eating mania of Gadadhar Singha;
the construction of gun-boats or Hiloichoras by Sandikai
Barphukan; Rudra Singh’s scheme for conquering Bengal;
the Sakta preccpror of the King, Krishnaram Nayavagish;
Siva Singha's consort Phuleswari's child-birth; Rajeswar
Singha’s friendship with Dihingia Gosain; Kuranganayani's
slaughter of the Moran leader; the atrocities and misrule of
the Morans; Captain Welsh in Assam; Kamaleswar Singha’s
friendship with the Dihingia Gosain; the conspiracy of
Panimua; the conspiracy of Satram, and the punisl?lment of
his accomplices; the Dihingia Gosain favoured with fresh
honours by Chandrakanta Singha; the Burmese in Assam,
their terrorism and ways of leaving: the administration of
Assam by the East India Company and new revenue measures;
Kameswar Singha’s friendship with the Dihingia Gosain;
tsh_e ;arious activities of a district Cutcherry; Kandarpeswar

ingha.

B. BisweswArR VAIDYADHIPA'S BURANTL

Manuscript. The manuscript of this book was obtained
in June 1931, from Srijut Anandaram Gohain, B.A., then
Second Assistant in the D.H.A.S. Mr. Gohain acquired
it from Srijut Hemchandra Bargohain, Mauzadar of Namti
Mauza in Sibsagar District, who in his turn had recovered
the same from a villager in Namti. The manuscript has
folios of Sanchi bark. Each folic measures 2} inches by
10} inches, and contains 5 to 7 lines. The manuscript is in
a deplorable state of preservation, The leaves have crumbled
away in many places while the extremities of many folios are
tattered with the subsequent disfigurement and even loss of
m lines of writing. Folios 1, 2, 3, 6, 8, are thissing.
In the zbsence of the usubl terminal sign at the end of the
present manuscript we are led to believe that the book had
several more folios.
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Subject. The book dedls with the last phase of Ahom
supremacy. It commences from the advent of Captain Welsh
to Assam in 1792 A.D. at the instance of King Gaurinath
Singha, and continues up to the re-instatement of Chandra-
kanta Singha on the throne by the Burmese during their
second expedition to Assam under General Kiamingi. The
book has preserved a vivid and succinct account of the
Moamaria and Burmese disturbances, the two protracted
events which mainly led to the termination of Ahom rule
in Assam. The author does not seem to have given the book
a title, or it might have been recorded in the sissing pages.
We have ventured to name the book,Relimefar Buranji, or
histqgy of the sun-set, in keeping with the subject-matter.

Restorations. The author has used the medium of verse
in unfolding _the history of this momentous period of his
country's hé ,”and his masterly treatment and felicity of
expression have raised this metrical ehrofiicle*to the rank of
a literary masterpiece. Fearing that the enjoyment of the
author’s beautiful narratives might be impeded by the irre-
coverable gaps dtie to the dilapidated condition of the manus-
cript, we have restored the missing links in our own words
judiciously aiming at the selection of phrases and expressions
which will be in harmony with the available portions of the
author’s book. Our restorations have, however, been in-
serted within inverted commas to avoid misleading the
reader, and imparting a rude shock to his eyes which would
have been inevitable had the use of brackets been adopted.

Authorship and Date. The author was one Bisweswar.
He has inscrted a few autobiographical lines on foiio I-B,
pages 217-218, and has referred to himself twice or thrice on
subsequent pages. He describes himself as springing from
a Suryya-vipra or Daivajna family, as a grandson of the
Vaidya-Barua, literally the Barua of the physicians. He wrote
this book at the command ot the Swargadeo though he re-
garded himself as being unqualified to execute this high
commission. He was out of en{ylogment, and the Swargadeo
out of compassion made him Vaidyadhip, literally a_master
of the physicians. Bisweswar makes use of the title Vaidya-
dhip as well as of Vaidya-Barua in referring to himself
afterwards. The author was also known as Bikaram, in
addition to Bisweswar, and the use of duplicates in the
names of persons in Assam was and is even now a common
feature. The author addresses the book to one Rameswar
Dwij2 who was a Gabharu-melia. ~ In the course of the
narrative the author anticipates’ questions frem his auditer,
Rameswar and answers them accordingly, e.g, when in the
midst of the description of the €irst Burmese}vasion, page



xiv INTRODUCTION

233, Rameswar wants to know about the origin of the
Burmese king and the author inserts a mythological account
of the same connecting the ancestors of the Burmese
monarch with the Pandavas, Srikrishna and Baghasur.

Bisweswar has not definitely stated the name of the
Ahom Swargadeo who served as his patron. The present
account takes us up to the defeat of the Ahom forces at
Khagarijan or Nowgong on the bank of the Kalang river
sometime in March 1819. The Burmese removed Chandra-
kanta from the thronc and placed their own nominee
Jogeswar Smgha on the Ahom mansab. Chandrakanta
became a fug after the treaty of Yandabo in 1826 -
he lived as a prisoner till his death in 1839. The contipuous
storm and stress through which Chandrakanta passed from
1819 onwards make it extremely unlikely that he could con-
mission a poet to write a book or confer upon him a title
which is possible enly during periods of stability and peace.
We are led to believe™that the book was written sufficiently
after the Burmesc atrocitics, when peace and quiet had been
restorted to the country, when only the aid of art could be
requisitioncd to commemorate the long-drawn miseries and
sufferings of an otherwise happy people, attended by poli-
tical changes of a very grave character.

The Swargadeo mentioned by the poet must be Purandar
Singha Maharaj who ruled as a feudatory prince under
British protection from April 1833 to September 1838.
Swargadeo Purandar Singha inspired the compilation of two
other chronicles, viz., the prose buranji of Kashinath Tamuli-
Phukan and the metrical one of Dutiram Hazarika, and it is
probable that the prince induced Bisweswar to write this
book in recognition of which he was rewarded with the
office of Vaidyadhip.

So we get two limits to the date of composition- it can-
not be earlier than 1833 or at the furthest 1846 when Purandar
Singha died. The present condition of the manuscript leads
us to believe that the age of the book borders on a century.
So in the absence of any positive statement we can put the
date of the bogk to sometime between 1833 and 1846 A.D.

Literary Features. From the mannerisms of the book
the author seems to have fully imbiped and assimilated the
“diction and spirit of Assamese Vaisnava poetry. The con-
ventional phrases used in describing epical coftests, the
usual methods of reminding the reader of the nothinguess of
the world as contrasted whh the beatific pleasure derivable
from worshipping the feet of Srikrishna, the supernatural
power which the worship pf Srikrishna may comfer on his
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adorers, are echoed and ‘re-echoed throughout the book,
though the author deals with persons and themes with which
he must have himself been familiar. Captain Welsh cows
down a number of Moamaria insurgents, after which they
recruited a large army of rebels who addressed the Captain
as one would have done on meeting his stalwart opponent
in the field of Kurukshetra. The humiliation of Gauginath
Singha and Chandrakamta Singha in the hands of the rebels
or invaders affords opportunities to the author to remind
worldlv-minded people of the transitorinesg; of earthly
grandeur and the attachment to wives and chi'dren

After the first invasion of the Burmese Chandrakanta
Singha was suspected as having treacherous liaison with the
invaders. He was deposed and Purandar Singha sat on the
throne. The queen-mother in all earnestness advised
Chandrakanta to meditate at the feet of Sriksishha and the
author seizes the opportunity of giving us a description of
Srikrishna’s person gnd attire running up to nearly three
score lines. The intervention of Srikrishna is used by the
poet as dew ex machina to communicate Chandrakanta’s
deposal and disgrace to his supporters in Burma. Similar
conventionalism is to he noticed in the description of the
Ahom and Burmese capitals, Rangpur and Ava. The author
makes use of all the existing Assamese verse-forms allotting
the several mcasures to appropriate themes and subjects.
Apart from the value of the book as a historical document,
it has also elements of genuine poetry. The simile which
he uses in describing the fate of Badanchandra Barphukan
who brought over the Burmese to Assam but who felt soon
afterwards a prey to the sword of an assassin named
Rupsing Subedar before he could consolidate his power
deserves reproduction here,—

‘““The Mantris could not tolerate the growing influence
of Badanchandra Phukan. At their instance Rupsing Bangal
once surrounded him and heheaded the Phukan. Just as a
creature, in order to ally his heat and thirst looks wistfully
at the clouds longing for a down-pour of rain, but is killed
by a thunder-bolt dropped from the same clouds, instead of
havilr:g Pis heat alleviated, this plight also accrued to the

ukan.”

In additien to its value as a historical document, the trans-
ference, of the conventional diction and associations of
Vaisnava poetry from themes of the epics and the purans to
mundane matters like national disruption and war and to
subjects within the immediate purview of the poet, is a note-
worthy feature of the litrary histofy of the Assamese geople.
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Historical Value. The blood-curdling atrocities of the
Burmese, which passed into the common parlance of the
Assamese as ‘‘Ménar Upadrav”, the very mention of which
has friﬁhtened many a child to sleep, constitutes the gravest
national catastrophe to which the lpeace-loving' and simple
inhabitants of the Brahmaputra valley have been subjected
since the dawning of recorded history. The panic was wide-
spread and permanent, and though every Assamese man and
woman could, till very recently, recite a tale of Burmese
inhumanity, g0 one thought it fit to collect them, or preserve
a full accou:&g!rthe Burmese invasions; and we have now
to turn to Wilsol af® Crawfurd to obtain a glimpse of the
sufferings of the Assamese people. But deep-rooted national
calamity of the magnitude of the Burmese reign of terror
cannot but be followed, in some form or other, by expression.
Bards and ballad-singers have stepped into the place of the
trained historfin and goet; and the hallad of Badanchandra,
commonly known as Barphukanar Git* introduces us to the
true character of the peoples’ sufferings, while preserving at
the same time a faithful record of the leading events. With the
progress of historical investigation the incidents and narra-
tives of the ballad are receiving more and more confirmation.
Bisweswar’s buranji is one of the very few contemporary

ents of the Burmese invasions. Making allowance for
the poetical conventions which few writers of those days
could escape, the main bulk of historical information is cor-
roborated by evidence from other ~ources. It is surprising
that an Assamese author adopting verse as his medium, where
imagination generally runs riot, has been able to
maintain rigid fidelity to historical truth. A glance at the
synopsis appended to the book, will enable the reader to
judge how the author has preserved a large mass of informa-
toin hitherto unknown.

S. K. BruvaNn.

# “Barphukanan Git", edited by Prof. S, K. Bhuyan, publisted
in 1924. Reviewed by Lt.-Col. P.R.T. Gurdon in the Journal of the
Royal Asiatic Society for October 19a§.
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APPENDIX.

SyNOPRIS OF ‘ASAMAR PaADYA-BURANJI.
Cumpiled by Prof. 8. K. Bhuyan.

1. DuTiraM HaZARIRA'S BURraNJI.

Preamble. The author invokes the aid of Srikrishna
who is the first of the immortals and the great Brahma, and
who can cause creation, preservation and destruction by a
mere plance of his eyes. Men subject themselves to sorrow
and affliction for not worshipping Srikrishna. The Ahom kings
ol Assam who were descended trom Indra ruled in Saumar-
pristha.  They were cruel and heartless and inflicted punish-
ments without enquiring into men’s guilt and innocence.
The absence of righteousness caused their specdy downfall.
Kameswar Singha Juvaraj, son of Maharaja Purandar Singha,
narrated to the author, at the instance of his august father,
the storics of Assam history. The author is of humble
dtaimments, and he is a Swarna-bani and is outside the
tategory of the four castes 1le implores his readers to be
mereiful to him. The author asks Lilaram to listen atten-
uvely to what he describes.

Chapter I—Swargadco Swlikpha Lora Rajg, The
author will refrain from detailing the cevents of the reigns
ot Khunlung and his successors. He will describe how
"'-ldadha(. Singha obtained his throne, how Gadadhar’s son
{‘,“'lm,hmgha became o powerful sovereign, how Rudra
Singha’s sons and descendants ruled the country, how the
4orans usurped the sovercign power, how the country was
wrested back from the usurpers, how the Burmesc
ml_egchas plundered and devastated the country, how the
British occupied the country by turning out the Burmans,

low Maharani Queen Victoria still enjoys the Government
of the realm.

th In detailing the incidents of Sulikpha Lora Raja’s reign
: ¢ author confines himself to the circumstances which led to
110 accession of Gadadhar Singha and the establishment of
the Tungkhungia dynasty on the throne of Assam. During the
reign of Lora Raja the country was exposed to ministerial
Scramble for power. There was disorder and dissension in the



280 SYNOPSIS OF ASAMAR PADYA-BURANJI

country. An attempt was made to disable rival princes from
claiming the throne by killing them or mutiliating their limb,
Gobar Raja of the Tungkhungia dynasty occupied the thron.
for a few days. His son Gadapani was a powerful rival whom
King Sulikpha wanted to destroy. The prince deserted his
home leaving his wife and daughter. The Kimg’s emissarics
sought for (Gadapani and failing to seize his person conveyed
his wife and daughter to the royal coiirt. The princess and
her daughter were subjected to inhuman tortures but they
did not give out the whereabouts of Gadapani. The princ
moved from place to place in the guise of an ordinary man
under the alleged name of Gothor. He had taken shelter m
the house of one Ramani Pohari, and thus evaded discovery
by the King’'s messengers. His daughter had in the mcan
time died in the midst of tortures and her gallignt mother was
on the point of decath.

Gadapani received thc news and appeared at the place
of punishment. His wife hinted to him that he should leave
that place if he desired to save his life. = The princess
breathed her last soon after. The author tekes this oppor
tunity of comparing the wifely devotion of the princess to
that of his contemporary women who cannct tolerate cven 3
slight insult in the hands of their husbands.

Gadapani’s elder sister was the wife of Bandar Barphukan
who was then living at Kaliabar. The prince proposed to
go to his sister. He took lcave of Ramani Pohari and left
in her house a mark of identity for future use. He t_}‘c'f
met a Daivajna or astrologer who predicted that the princt
would one day become a king. Gadapani Promised to confer
on the astrologer the title of Tanga-Daloi in the event va the
fulfilment of his prophecy. Gadapani then reached Kalmhal)’
and narrated to his sister his woes and sufferings :i
wife of the Barphukan reproduced the same to her huS!Jﬂfﬂ
and urged upon him the claims of her brother g}adapa_m or
the Ahom throne. Bandar Barphukan promised his ’U'
support to the cause of his brother-in-law, and accordingly
convened a council of the officials who decided to P-“I‘
Gadapani on the throne. Sandikai Phukan was the °“a’t
dissentient voice. Gadapani was formally declared king s
Kaliabar and the officers and other people saluted him 2
their monarch.

Chapter Il.—Swargadeo Gadadhar Singha. GadaPa‘:l'l:
supporters proceeded up the Brahmaputra with the l’.“ ha
appointed sovereign. Bandar Barphukan and King S""ok:;m
were both disciples of the Dakshinpat Gosain. The G dar
met Gadapani’s party in their voyage and dissuaded Ba®
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Parphukan from advancing the causc of Gadapani as it meant
lora Raju’s downfall and the consequent loss of power and
prostige of the Gosain who was the King's preceptor. The
Barphukan refused to depart from the step taken by all the
ofiicers at Kaliabar, This wa¢ followed by an exchange ot
urses between®the Gosain and the Barphukan.

Gadapani and his party sailed up and reached Gargaon
where he was joined by the three Dangarias. Lora Raja was
deserted by his supporters and Gadapani sat on the throne
it Gargaon. Lora Raja was expelled from the capital and
then taken to Namrup where he made an attempt to regain
I lost throne Tlie conspiricy “was discovered and the ex-
Img was strangled to death

Gadapani as,mmed the title of Gadadhar Singba.  He
imprisoned the ‘Mahantas or religious leaders and confiscated
their property on the plea that their disciples engaged in the
wcital and singing of religious prayers and hymns ignored
the power and potency of the <overeign.  Gadadhar Singha
then instituted @ 1e-shuffling of his ofticers and brought to
hook all those who had participated in the dissensions of the
previous regime.  Bandar Barphukan was dismissed from
office and Sandikai Phukan was appcinted Barphukan.

The King was a veritable cpicurcan and no cook could
sitisly the vagaries of his royal master; and this led to the
‘secution of a succession of heads of the royal cook-shed.
\n old cook was instructed by Ramani Pohari as to the
menu likely to please the King. This being done the lives
o} cooks or Changmais were saved. Ramani Pohari was
traced out and honoured with the position of the Rarpohari.
A murket was established in her name which was known for
a long time as Ramani-bazar. The King's dictetic whims
did not end here. He wanted to taste human flesh, which was
iverted only hy the preparation of a dish of ordinary meat
mixed with the juice of bitter leaves.

Gadadhar Singha recovered Gauhati from the Moguls by
defeating  Nawab Mansurkhan Fauzadar at the battle of
Itakhuli, The King was destined to live for hundred years,
but his life was curtailed to half the span as a punishment for
incarcerating the Mahantas. After his death his elder son
i sat on the throne with the title of Rudra Singha. A
huge mound or maidem was erected over his grave.

rnaments and vessels of gold and silver, cloths and other

articles were presented by the Dangarias, Phukans, Baruas

and others and placed inside the maidam. Attendants were

also buried alive with the dead king. People heard after-

wards of the treasures buried in Gadadhar Singha's funeral

vault, and they were removed, and the remains of the long-
P

.
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deceased king laid aside. So greed for other's w
sgouk(ii be abandoned and the feet of Srikrishna :shoxl(e!a]lt»}.,
adored.

Chapter 1IL.—Swargadeo Rudra Singha. Rudra Singha
ascended the throne at Gargaon and assumed the Ahom utl,
Sukhrungpha. Sandikai Barphukan was retained m his ol
office. He constructed gun-boats known as  Filoo choe,
with images of crocodiles on the stem and stern. The K,
saw a dream in which his deceased father Gadadbar Smgh:
was suffering terrible tortures as a punishment for hunubaim
the Mahantas.  Rudra Singha scot for the spiritual leader-
restored them to their original monasteries, made grams
revenue-free lands and  instituted  other measures for th
peaceful pursuit of their religious duticss The Sandilu
Barphukan introduccd a new bird Bahari to chase the Dok
in the hawk-flights. Rudra Singha then subdued the taritom
of the Rajas of Jayantia and Cachar and held 1+ Darbar o
Biswanath in the prescnce of the chiefs of Jhose two states
Some malicious peisons reported to the kmg on bis retamn
from Biswanath that his younger brother Lechn Kownr
had conspired againet the Crown during the King's absene
The King in a fit of anger ordered the cyes and knee cup~
of his brother to be extracted. The King realiscd afterward
the bascless character of the allegations agamnst his, onl
brother for which he repented il his death.  Lechd we
honourced with the title of Namrupia Raja.

Buffalo-fighting was a common amusement of ”3‘:
Assamese people.  King Rudra Singha now mtrodum'(
clephant-fights. He had more than four hundred clephan™
including one hundred tuskers. The pick among the tushut
were sclected for the contest with trained Mahuts or drivet
on their backs. A female elephant was allowed to tread '0‘:
gracefully to the presence of the tuskers sceing which the f’.‘:'},
would rush at cach other and commence a spcctaculnr hL":
by knocking at cach other's teeth.  The angry t‘k‘i‘h""“
would then burst out of the arena and disperse to un_l\'l'(."“‘

. directions creating panic and woc¢ among the bewildvre
multitude. The King and his nobles witnessed the gim
from a safe eminence.

The King now intended to initiate himself a
of some Gury. Ile found out that it was impossibie .
to accept an Assamese Guru as the latter would be ﬂl\a“'t<i de
a subject of his. So he decided to fetch a Guru from ot d to
his kincdom. Fle despatched some Khaunds to procec one
other lands in quest of a Guru. They came upof o
Krishnaram Bhattacharyya Nyayavagis at Simlagram

s a disri]‘]lt‘
ble for him
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\adia. The Guru-designate came to Assam in the company
ot the Khaunds.

Rudra Singha had in the meantime launched colossal
proparations for cextending the boundaries of his kingdom
up to the Ganges, as his father had done up to the Manaha.
He came withecighteen thousand soldiers and encamped at
the toot of the Kamahhya Hill to the west of Gauhati. He was
accompanied by his four sons, Siva Singha, Pramattua Singha,
Mobammala Barjana  Gohain and Rajeewar Singha and a
newly wedded queen. A son wa. horn of the queen during
un journey at a place called Kalsila and the prince was
adtore Tnown as Kalsilin Goliam. The King durmg his
wmeampment at (Gauhati went up one day to the Kamakhya
tunple for purposes ol worship. e was accompanied by
s wenerals and soldiers and o large number of cannon and
guns  As a signal of his visit to the temple he ordered his
captains to fire their guns  The roar of gun-fire roused the
wrignation of the goddess Kamakhva and the Kéing was
sazed with an illness soon after his return to the camp at
the foot of the hill.  The author remarks that a man cannot
do what he proposes to do: the great queller of pride
humbles down the pride of man

Rudra Singha lying on his death-bed brought his four
“ons 1o his presence and nominated them all for the throne
W oorder ol senjority, and ashed them to live in amity and
peace.  Krishnaram  Nyayavagis arrived in the meantime at
Ganhati,  1l¢ was produced hefore the dying sovercign who
rearetted that on account of his appioaching end he could
net accept the discipleship of any Guru. Rudra Singha from
lns death bod enjoined upon his foar sous to receive initiation
ltom Krishnaram Bhattacharyya. He then breathcd his last

Hare was a man,” says our autho1, ‘‘surrounded by his
sons and wife, and there he was seized and carried off by
death, und hence, ye mortals, do not be mad after your sons,
wives and riches. ~ Abandon them and perfect your birth by
worshipping the feet of Hari, and then only your troubles
will disappear and life will become pure and peaceful.”

Chapter IV.—Scargadeo Siva Singha.  On the death
of Rudra Singha his son Siva Singha became Maharaja. He
proceeded up to his capital at Rangpur in the company of
his folloners and Krisnaram Bhattacharyya. After a voyage
of cight or ten days he reached the capital. He assumed
the Ahom name Sutanpha. Pramatta Singha was made
! waraj, und appropriate mels or duchics were conferred or
all the brothers. The King in remembrance of his father’s
death-bed injunction accepted initiation from Kris
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Bhattacharyya. Many Brahman and Ahom notables hecam
disciples of the Bhattacharyya hoping to gain therehy royal
patronage and favour. The queen also followed suit Ti
Bhattacharyya lived at Kamakhya Parvat and hence he was
known as Parvatia Gosain.  Brahmottar lands situated in
Kamrup were granted to the Gosain. The King inctitut
survey and settlement operations in Kamrup, and Bhayitath
Tekela Barua was appointed for the purpose of pial.

The Pandits, Deodhais, Bailungs and other actrologus
predicted that the King was liable to Chatrabhanga i.c. the
loss of his throne, as an inevitable {cature of his reign
Krishnaram Bhattacharyya recommended the transfer of th
throne to the queen as the only means by which the calam
could be averted. Tlis chief queen Phuleswari Pevi now
became queen regnant with the title of Bar-Raja  She wis
alco known as  Pramatheswari Devi which name was m
pressed on the coins. ler brother Tlarinath was mude
Barpatra Gohain, The Durga Puja ceremony was performed
at the palace for the first time with powp and eclat In
Krishnuram Bhattacharyya under the auspices of the muwh
initiated Sakta sovereigh. The queen was told that the
Vaisnava Mahantas did not participate in the worshp o
Durga. She fetched the Mahantas and expressed her resent
ment «aying.—*“My Guru has bowed down to the L odde-
Durga and why should the Sudra Mahantas object to do the
samc?”" The queen therefore ordered the Mahuntas to In
imprisoned at the Durga Puja hall and stopped the supply o
food provisions to them. Siva Singha interfered with the
high-handed procedure of his consort. The Mahantas wet
removed to the Phakua-Doul und allowed to take their food
The queen was then in her family way for eipht moml:n
and she enquired of (he Mahantas whether the child to l"I
born would be a son or a daughter. The Mahantas cou't
not naturally come to any decisive reply. They prayed 1
Hari tor inspiration to solve this everlusting enigma. 1
sent a reply to the expectant mother that the child ml‘ -
womb was neither a boy nor a girl, that it would be T ".m
of hands and fect, that the delivery would be attended wit?
irregularity. and that half the child would come out and “ .
other half would remain inside. The queen became ¢ I.h
nant and Siva Singha was scized with fright. The M_aham-"
were detained in the prison, and they prayed to Hari out ;_
fear lest their prediction would be nullified. On_the OXP“i?‘
of ten months the queen was confined, and the labottr P.-n
continued for seven days without any prospect of delirv t
Siva Singha begged the Mahantas to forgive the 1ll-trcutl:nfm
they had received in the hands of the queen as she was :ling
all 'a woman and hence naturally incapable of exercis
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discretion and judgment.  The Mahantas assured her of
delivery. Soon after the queen gave birth to a monster
without hands, feet, cyes and month, and the whole body
sesembled the appearance of a comet. After a protracted
sulfering for eight or ten days Phuleswari breathed her last.
ine King ethen married Draupadi, sister of the deccased
queen.  She was also known as Amvika. She did not do
any harm to the Mabantas. She excavated the tank of
Sihaagar and erected a temple on it bank. After her dedth
the King marricd Anadari who was subsequently known as
Sarveswart.

The King then fell ill and nominated Pramatts Singha
as his successor.  Sarveswari, was  also  handed over to
Pramatta Singha. The author remarks.—'‘Behold the com-
plications of this world. Ceaseless hanhering after wealth
and wite s all in vain.  The wife of onc is made the wife of
mother, md one wan’s wealth is enjoyed by another.™

Chapter V.—Stwai gadco Pramatle Singha. Siva Singha
was succeeded by his brother Pramatta Singha who assumed
the Ahom name Sunenpha.  Railungia Sonai became Bura-
golan, and Gendhela ot the Bakatial family became Barbasua.
Ihis King built a number of new edifices at the two capitals
GCargaon and Rangput [ erected the Rudreswar femple
t Noith Gavhati and Sukreswar temple at Gaubati.  Pial
aperations in Kamrup were resumed in his time.

Chapter VI.—Siuigadco Rajeswar  Singha, Rajeswar
Smgha ascended the throne with the Ahom name Suremphba.
Ihe country enjoyed prave aid prosperity during his reign.
He had an elder brother, named Mohanmala Barjana Gohain,
whose claims to the throne vere <t aside through the machi-
nations ol Kirtichandra Barbarua ot the DBakatial family.
I'he Raja of Manipur was ousted from his territory by the
Burmans, and the Raja applied to Rajeswar Singha for help.
Harnath Bhitarual Phukan of the Duara family was des-
patched at the head of a powerful force to expel the Burmans
from Manipur and re-instate  the Manipuri Raja on his
ancestral throne. The Ahom gencral waded through thick
lorcsts clearing bis way by cufting cieepers and l_)rnmblcs,
but he could not trace out the right way to Manipur. So
the  expedition had 10 return to Assam accompanied by
rousiderable Joss of men and provisions. This expedition
is known in history as ‘Lata-kata Ran”. A fresh army
was then sent under the Barbarua, The Burmese evacuated
Manipur on receiving report of the udvent of the Ahom
force. The Manipuri Raja out of gratitude offered his
daughter Kuranganayani to Rajeswar Singha. The King
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conferred the title of Kirtichandra, literally the moon of
glory. upon the Barbarua who had been previously known ..
Gendhela. The Bargohain had compiled a buranji in which
a low origin was attributed to Kirtichandra. The indignant
Barbarua ordered the owners of bhuraniis 10 submit the
chronicles in their possession for inspection. The buranpe
which did not contain any reflection on the Bakatil
family were returned to their respective’ owners, while the
objectionable ones were burnt.

The destruction of the huranjis roused the mndignation ot
the Ahom nobility against Kirtichandra, and he was stahbed
by some assassins. The miscreants were punished and the
Barbarua after his recovery obtained permission fiom the
King to take with him a score of club-men on his way, from
and to the palace. The King then came to Gauhat and visited
the temples in the neighbourhood On his return to the
capital he ordered the construction ol a temple at Neghe riting,
the old one being destroyed by the abrasion of the
Brahmaputra.

The Moamara Mahanta, who was one of the «piritual
Teaders humiliated by Queen Phuleswari in the reign of Siva
Singha, was making preparations to retaliate the wrong dom
to him. Ile asked cach of his disciples to deposit a pile of
carth in a fixed spot at Khutiapota out of which a huge plinth
was raised. A npamghar, or a house for religious congre-
pation, was crected on the plinth.  Rajeswar Singha could
casily infer therefrom that the adhcrents of the Moamaria
Mahanta were not a neeligible number, and the only other
Gosain who had a similarly vast following was Chikan Gosain.
the Satradhikar of Dihing. Tle solicited the friendship of
the Dihing Gosain as the onlv possible means to counteract
the disloyal mancenvres of the Moamarin Mahanta. Onc
Kupati Barua was sent to fetch the Gosain to Rangpurd
The King and the Mahanta exchanged assurances of frien
ship. The King presented to the Gosain a tusker na{m‘d
Chakching. and the preacher said that he had only hlessing-
to offer. Thenceforward the Gosain became an intimatc
friend of the Swargadeo, who invited him to all royal
functions and amusements,

The King afterwards procecded to Dergaon l‘;
consecrate the temple of Negheriting where he el
il and died. He had nominated Lakshmi Singha as
his successor in preference to the claims of his own son
Ratneswar Gohain.

Chapter VIL.—Swargadeo Lakshmi Singha. Lakshmi
Singha ascended the throne with the Ahom name Sunyeupha.
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The Parvatia Gosain declined to confer on him initiation,
and hence he received mantras trom his tutor Ramananda
Acharyya who was thencefrom imown as Na-(Gosain, a tile
which continued down to Ramananda’s descendants. The
Morans under the leadership of Ragha and Khora rose
azamst  the® King on the pretext of placmg the banished
prince. Mohanmala  Barjana  Gohain on the throne They
occupied the capital and imprisoned T.akshmi Singha in the
Jaysagar temple  Ragha became Barbarma, and Nahar's son
Riunakanta  became  Raja Kuranganayani, who after the
death of Rajeswar Smgha, had accepted the hands of his
brother and successor. was now made the wife of Ramakanta,
the Mot hape Rntwehandras and his sons were all killed
I tha Motans  The Manipwi princess sccretly conspired
with Likehmi Singha’s supportert and asked them to appear
i di guise hefore Ramak ita to sing Hudhari songs on the
ocersion of the Balag B The Ahom conspirators armed
with <hort swords appeared Dbefore  Ramahanta  Raja  as
parceful serenaders  The Raju came out with a sword, but
on the representation of Kuranganayani he handed it over
to her, a8 it would be indecorous to appear with a weapon
hefore a group of citizens who had come to piay the Raja
thar aicctings ol the scason  The heroie princess struck
Rimkanta with the sword from behind as the latter was
pproachmyg the disgnised merrymakers  Ramakanta  was
lached to picces by the conspirators: the same fate befell
Righa and his followers  The King was fetched from his
confincment  Thus did Lakshmi Simgha regain his throne
Ahrough the pluck of the Magatu princess.

Lakshmi Singha constructed a number of temples and
tinks tle Dbreathed his last after vnominating  his  son
I oknath Gohain as his successor.

Chapter VIIL.—S:vargadeo Gaurinath Singha. Loknath
Ciohain ascended the throne with the Hindu name Gaurinath
“mgha and the Ahom nime Sulutpungpha. On the death of
(thanasvam Buragohain his son Purnananda was appointed
10 the office with the dutics and rank of Raj-mantri or Prime
Minister. The Morans rencwed their hostilitics under their
W ider Bhuarathi. There were six other rebel leaders named
Tuburi, Takas, Mekhili, Khagun, Mecghai and Kalidhan.
They had also with them two female lcaders mamed Radha
and” Rukmini. The King despatched Rudreswar Barpatra
0hain against the insurgents. In the cngagement that
followed Radha and Rukmini were reported to be capable of
receiving unscathed cannon-shots with the hem of their
garments. The Ahom army being seiz¢d with dismay and
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fear deserted the field, and Gaurinath fled down to Gaubatj
The Morans continued their ravages. The Ahom generdl
sent against the rchels left the ficld once after the othr
without offering any effective opposition. The Morans thiy
occupied the capital, and Bharathi a descendant of Aniruddh.,
became their Raja. He was a grandson of the Moamara
Mahanta, but he imbibed the evil disppsition of the Morans
The supporters of the authority of the Morans were not
interfered with, while their opponents were plundered or
killed. The sufferings of the pcople knew no hounds, and
many took shelter in the forests. The price of food-stuft
went up inordinately high. Bharathi ruled for five year~
and on his death Sarvananda, an Ahom hy bhirth but a1 Morm
in his political disposition, became Raja. The oppgessions
which marked his administration of the countgy brought »
their train famine and scarcity. Purnananda  Buragohaw
shifted the Ahom headquarters to Jorhat. TTis camp situated
on the bank of the Dichoi was hesieged by the Morans and
the Ahom army was reduced to the verge of starvation and
death. The floods of the river however came o ther resd't
large quantitics of fruits and vegetables were swept down
the stream which cnabled the inmates ‘of the beleagurdd
garrison to continue the fight for sometime.

Gaurinath Singha living at Gauhati appointed Badan
chandra, the son of ITarnath, as Barphukan. The monarch
ordcred the new Barphukan to march against the rebels
Badanchandra refused to comply with the royal command on
the plea that he would not be able to fare better than the
other commanders despatched before against the Momm'
The Barphukan suggested the deputation of an embhassy
to the British Governor-General for a contingent of sepO)"
with whom alone the Morans could he subdued and tht‘
throne recovered. Bika Majumdar and Datta Khaund were
sent to Calcutta as a result of which Captain Welsh came }"0
Assam with his Bibi. The Captain had doubts as to th¢
identity of Gaurinath Singha, but they were removed wher
the Buragohain saluted the King at Sesaghat in the p_reseu;‘(:
of the Captain. Hearing the advent of the sepoy soldiers "tl'
Morans left the capital and Captain Welsh cntered the lﬂi:'
in the company of the King. The rchels retired to “;d
original headquarters at Kakatal. Gaurinath Singha iouw]
Rangpur divested of all its wealth and beauty. The :io'he
stores had already been plundered by the Morans, an b
could not meet the expenses of the British expedition ‘:ain
the help of which he had now recovered his throne. CagackA
Welsh asked the King to grant him the privilege of rans nath
ing the soil under the surface of the earth. Gﬂu’{‘ the
granted the permission solicited, being unaware ©



APPFNDIX 289

e swies hiddan mo the subternincin vaalts cected by
(} nsyam 1angal whae Rudri S ha had soactly stored
1oha md poll € ptun Websh antracted these ndden
uc we and Jowdd tham m s bous  The dtizens re
1ctted it the 1wk of circumspection on the purt of the King
Cammith 1 Y1y to remorse and 1cpentance, went back to
Jcrlcth or Jorhat and € iptun Wdsh retuincd te Calecutta

Sy mentls afta the ratuin of the Butish expedition
C urmath Singho brcathed his Tst atta having isked the
lwijohun to put in «nd to the hives of his three worst
(ncmies @2z Rup pur, Sindhura, and Pamkhels Barbarua of
I T Kt 4 maly

Chapter IX —S cargadio Kamaleswar Smngha  On the
th of C vtimith Pwinimand: 1w gohun sought for a
11m ¢ who would e finnlly to lum e pliced on the
tht 1w« hmu m ¢ 1 m vho ssumcd the nume Kimalcswar
Smehy o The sk T ub ta of the T than fimily bung
fut to death the f n tien of announcm,, the 1ppomtment of
the nw K, hid to be pufrymed by Sivinath Tamuh
Thul in + Toihm n ofha 1 Bhadui wis then appomted
[al tue d fta inm Simuh of the Duwry famuly
Cendhely Rylhowi of the Sindikus  wis  appomted
phalan anlh v, nppressad the 1 1ddhon of Haradatty
nd the Dundiis he ol tuncd the titlc of Pratapballabh
F'lus id Jm du w1 brouht from ITmdusthan and
the Assimese t1oops  taitioned 1t Gahit ind Jorhat were
mud on the lmcs of the T st Indin Compiny s s(poys
thandia Goham, brothcr of the Premier, was appomted cap-

tn of the supoy ri.ment An (mbissy wis sent to
Cyutta to fitch " rme ind - mmumtions for the usc of the
niKse s poy The R npn Phul m wis m de sccond

Gptun The Pime Mimstcr with @ view 1o strengthen the
1Y tin of the 1oyilists nmt ated fracndlv sartires between
the hingy ind the ihing Cosun A mal hundi cdephant
Poed Mduts wos presented to the Cosun by koamaleswar
Singh

Ih mecst mportint politicil ¢vent of this reien wis the
onspu v of Pumu:  ganerilh known as  Pimmuar

Tar Punmut wis 1 Ahom who did not tolcrite the
wocricy 1nd power of Purnininda before whom  the
monirch w1 only 1 puppct  Pimmui was v mght
Worshipper - He collected o number of followers with whom
he indulged n nocturnal fcasts ind wine drinking m  utter
budity Pamimuy and his iccomplices were irrested by the
Purifohain  The number of prisoners swelled by leaps and
bounds as Pamimua from his prison bars, used to pomnt out
cvery one he saw as an old compatriot ,of his  Pammua
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was cxecuted as well as his followers wlhether guilly or
innocent.

The King ruled for fifteen years and died ol small s
though he was comparatively young which nspircd we
author to remark,— Death does not discriminate betwoen
an old man and a young. Raw fruits fall fo the s
while the ripe ones dangle on the branches.”

Chapter X.—Swargadco Chandiakanta Singhe  Kamik
swar Singha was succeeded by his brother Chandrakanta
The new monarch was then only ten years old, and il
Buragohain arranged numerous amusements for the din
sion of the boy-king. Pratapballabh was succceded m th
office of the Barphukan by Badanchandra.

The King became very intimate with ol Sitram, tle
son of the Bara of the fowl-heepers named Bhut  Chandty
kanta and Satram were constant companions, and they ol
to sleep and dine together  Satram was made ¢ harmoig
Phukan. Satram explained to the King that he was only
figure-head, the real powers of administration heing e et
by the Buragohain. Satram obtamed the permission of vl
monarch to organise a4 conspiracy to  kill Tuingaends
Satram’s accomplices consisted of Budu Oja lizira who wi»
a son of Mathan Senapati, Manai, Dhanai, Charingia Ui
Baga-damara, Mansindhu Bayan, Kalai, Jagadhar Brahman
the Charingia Barua, Lakhi ilazarika, Krishnadas Bhanda
Barua and Chitrasen Gandhia  Phukan. A camil was o
cavated within the enclosures of the capital where the Kmg
and his associates used to have boat-play. The conspirator
with a view to Ml the Buragohain by some means or otha
invited him to their amusements. The sagacious Premit
scented the mischief that was brewing against him and he
declined tae invitation The miscreants failing m llus.
attempt arranged a musical soirce in the palace which ﬂ“‘
Buragohain was invited to attend. Purnananda pretend d
illness and thus saved himsclf from the trap laid azdti™
him by the conspirators. )

The Premicr convened a council of the nobles and "l)"l‘"—'
cials to institute an enquiry into the conspiracy a-foot “"‘
suspects were hauled up and produced hefore™ the assemiy
The Premier's decision that condign punishment should‘ e
meted out to the conspirators was confirmed by the g"‘"‘.”r
body of councillors. Budu Oja-ligira, originally a servito

of the Premier's houschold, had been appointed as attcnd:"]’;_
of the young King with the seccret instruction t]:::‘l:l g b

conceivable manceuvre against his former master §

. . . N . persen
brought to his notice. Tle now conspired agiinst the per
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of the Buragohain, A slice of fle.h was extracted from his
hode and his father was made to cat and chew it piece by
pude. Budn was then hoed to death. The other conspi-
vors were also Lilled; the DBrahmans were let off with the
loes of ther cars, cyes, nose and knec-cups. During the
comtinuance @f the trial Satram was in the company of the
hie  The ministers demanded his presence at the court,
but the monarch 1¢fused to hand over his friend te vhe mercy
ot the irate tribunal. The young Kmg was ultimatcly pre-
valed upon to spart with Satran on condition that his life
would be spared. Satram was cxpelled from the capital,
and the Buragohain contrived his murder soon after.

First Buymese invasion. 1t transpired that Badanchandra
Barphukan was a party to the conspiracy, and so the Premmer
diospatched Magheswar Parvatia Phnkan to seize his person.
Ihe Barphukan heard of it in time and fled down to Calcutta
with his two sons Janmi and Diali. He solicited the aid of
the Governor Goneral who relused to give him any succour
avmst the Buragohain, the latter being a friend of the
British, The Barphukan was advised 1o proceed to the
Butmese conrt.  After sailing up the river Sri-Lohit Badan-
chindra reached the Burmese capital Ava where he  was
mazed at the splendour and beauty of the palace and the
cpitad. The  Burmese  King  personally fed  his  white
dephint with grass and fodder.  The Barphukan related ais
wots 1o the King who gave him a contingent of some two
thousand  Burmans. DPurnananda Buragohain heard of the
advent of the Burmese and he despatched an army to
tncounter the enemy.  But he died soon after and his eldest
son Riswanath or Ruchinath was appointed Buragohain.
Ruchinath advised the King to retreat to Gauhi.i. On the
mouarch's refusal to do so Ruchinath and his brothers sailed
down to Gauhati to cscape from vengeance in the hands of
Badanchandra and his Burman allics.

_ Chanrdakanta Singha in the meantime solicited the
fric ndship of the Dihing (Gosain in order to strengthen his
Position.  The Gosain was brought from his headquarters
at Mahura and honoured with new distinctions and presents.

In the cncounter hetween the Ahom and the Burman
forces, the former were routed, and the commanders were
voked together like bulls. The Barphukan stopped the
}Eurmesc from committing ravages in the land. The
Barphukan then interviewed the King, knelt down before
him and narrated the circumstances of his visit to Burmat.
Fhe Barphukan suggested that the King should now rule
the country with himselfl as the monarch's right hand just
4s it was donme previously with Purmananda Bura
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gohain. To establish friendly terms with Burma Chandra-
kanta presented an Ahom princess of his family, sister of
the prince Jogeswar, to the Burmese sovereign. The
Burman commanders and soldiers were given rich presents
and induced to peacefully retire to their country.

Badanchandra now became all-powerful ®in the statc
Srinath was dismissed from office and one Dhani Sandihai
was appointed Barbarua. The Ahom nobles and officials
intolerant of the growing influence of Badanchandra intended
to put him to dcath, the main wire-pullers in this intriguc
being Numali Rajmao and Dhani Barbarua. Rupsing Subedu
killed the Barphukan one morning. The King fetched
Rupsing to his presence and accused him of killing his
friend and supporter.  The murderer escoped by saymg
that he had done so at the instigation of the queen motha

The sons of Purnananda Buragohain then living at
Gauhati jointly deliberated on the affairs of the couniry.
they suspected Chandrakanta as being  hostile  to  their
interests, and <o they planned to <ct up Purandar Goham
on the throne. Purandar’s father Brajanath Kowanr wel
comed the proposal, and marched at the head of an army 19
Mahgarh-ghat.  Many of the Phukans and Baruas jotnud
the standard of Brajanath who now came to Jorhat. Chandi1
kanta was then living at Rangpur. Brajanath's supporter
made Purandar a Juvaraj which was objected to by -
father. The Dangarias then declared Purandar Singha o
Maharaja. Chandrakanta was then deposed and disqualificd
for the throne by having his ear clipped. The ex-monarch
was then taken owt of the capital and lodged at Taratali
where he was supplied with his nccessaries.

Chapter XL—Siaigodeo [Purandar Singha. Puranda
Singha thus became King while Chandrakanta was kept
under surveillance at Taratali.  Brajanath was made Juvaral-
Purandar Singha then married a daughter of the Pitn;Bura-
gohain, the late Purnananda Buragohain Dangaria. Kame>
war Singha Juvaraj was born of this union.

Second Burmesc invasion.  Janmi and Piali went lf’
Burma and informed the King of the murder of their father
Badanchandra and the deposal of Chandrakanta. Ths
Burmese King despatched an army of 6,000 Burmes¢ an
Sham soldiers under the command of Alungmingi Bargohatt
with instructions to punish the encmies of Badanchandri.
and to re-instate Chandrakanta on the thronc. Janmi i
Piali allured the Burinese with prospects of money and f‘“':
damsels which they would obtain in Assam. The Burmest
took with them their necessary provisions consisting of opiuf
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dried meat and wine. Their journcy lay through impene-
trable forests and mountains which 1they traversed in
processions resembling relays o1 ants. At night they slept
in the open sky on the tops or feet of hills, and early in the
morning they awoke to the signal of a gong. The author
deseribes the rough and rude life of the Burmese soldiers.
They now approached the borders of Assam. Th» Assamesc
people surmised the advent of the enemy by the sight of
fires in the neighbouring mountains.  The Burmese reached
Dighaii ghat or Jaypur. Ruchinath and Brajanath deliberated
on the plans of action and deputed Marangikhowa against
the imvaders The DBurmese® now advanced to Phulpani
chinga near the Janji river where they encountered our army,
18.000 strong A battle then encued between the Ahom
and the Burmese forces. and the terrific roar of the guns
and cannon ‘resembled the thundering of the clouds. The
Ahom general Marangikhowa failed to  replenish  the  ex
hausted ammunitions of his soldiers. He fled from the
battle field in a doli. There were heavy casualties in the
ranks of the Assamese; and the Burmese won the day.
Ruchinath  Buragohain in the company of his hrotha:s,
Purandar Singha Maharaja and Brajanath Juvarai left the
capital and went to Gauhati, from where they despatched an
army under Gagoi Barphukan to fight against the Burmese.
I'hc two forces met at Khagarijan or Nowgong. The Ahom
army was discomfited and Ruchinath’s party took refuge in
Bengal.

Chandrakanta Singha  Second time  After the defeat
‘and expulsion of Purandar Singha and his supporters the
Burmese general Alungmingi Bargohain fetch d Chandra-
banta Singha from his retreat and placed him on the throne
of Assam  As his mission was now accomplished and as the
Burmese had no enmity with the general mass of Assamese
people, Alingmingi ordered his soldiers to cease from
plunder and massacre. Alungmingi then returned to Burma
after having received due presents from Chandrakanta.

Chandrakanta ruled with caution and judgment to undo
the effects of the Burmese ravages. Janmi, son of Badan-
chandra, was appointed Barphukan. One Patal, a Khere-
mial Kachari, was made Barbarua. He had lived at Burma
for somctime and come back to Assam with the army of
Alungmingi. Muajiu Aideo, sister of Chandrakanta, “had
Inven married formerly to Marangikhowa, son of Purnananda

uragohain; on account of the strained relations between
Chandrakanta and Marangikhowa, she was  now wr(-st(-_d-
Ifrom her hushand and made over to Patal Barbarua as his
wife. Patal is popularly known as Patalang Barbarua.



204 SYNOPSIs OT' ASAMAR PADYA-BURANJ1

The new Barbarua suggested the maintenance of 4wy
fied garrison at Dighalighat, the gate by which the Burmes
used to cuter Assam. Chandrakanta Singha accepted the
proposul and deputed Patalang Barbarua to crect a fost
at the place which was thenceforth known as Jaypur. Larg
numbers of soldiers and labourers were stationed at Jaypur,
and traders and hawkers were also established there.

Third Burmcse invasion. The Burmese King deputed
a contingent under Mmgimaha Tilowa, Baju and Sajati
Phukan with the declared objeet of making over som
presents to Chandrakanta Singha to strengthen the bonds
of friendship that had been established between the Ahom
and the Burmese courts. On their approaching Jaypur the
Burmese  witnessed  the  preparations made by Patalang
Barbarua 1o resist their eventual enirance into Assam. The
Burmese cexhibited the royal presents to Patalafig and asked
him not to interfere with their advance. The Barbarua
during a friendly conversation with Mingimaha and Laju was
suddenly scized by the Burmese commander Sajati Phukan
and knocked down to the floor. Patalung was then he
headed. 1lis  soldiers  deserted  the garrison.  Llis  wil
remained alone at the fort and was outraged by the Burmans
in a feat of Bacchanalian fury. The Burmese then 1t Jaypur
and procecded towards the capital for the purposc of makiut
over the presents to Chandrakanta.

The Assamese fugitives reported the whole story fo
Chandrakanta Singha who inferred that the object of the
Jurmese mission was  far from being friendly. e des
patched Kalibar DBuragobain with an army to encounter the
Burmesce, but he himself fled down to Gaubati. Kalibar was
imprisoned by the Burmese who now despatched a messenger
to Chandrakanta to tell him that they had come to hand over
to him ornaments and clothes which the King of Burma had
sent to him as presents. Chandrakanta replied,— Never,
never shall T go, and never shall T wear your ornaments.
The real drift of a mleccha's word can never be fathomed.
The Burmese general procceded down to (auhati, but
Chandrakanta fled and took refuge in Bengal. Thus the
whole of Assam now fell into the hands of the Burmese.
Mingimaha reported to his royal master at Ava about tlu,
flight of Chandrakanta, his refusal to wear the Burmest
presents and the attempt of the Assamese to kill the Burl'l’lflﬂsl
The Burmese King hecame indignant and despatched a fres"l‘
contingent with instructions to place his queen's hrothe

Jogeswar Singha on the Ahom throne.

Chapter XIl—Swargadeo Jogeswar Singha. T ‘:'
Burmesc general accordingly placed Jogeswar, son of Bag:
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Kowanr, on the thfone just for the purpose of satisfying the
people; and the real powers of government were exercised
by the Burmese Bargohain.

Chandrakanta Singha while living in Dengal had in his
turn collected a number of Sikh soldiers  He sailed up nd
encamped of Bangal hat.  The Burmese also advanced up to
Hadita, but they came back at the sight of Chindrakanta’s
~ikh contingent. Chandrakanta now  reached Gauhati and
the Landful of Burmese soldicrs stationed at that place left
their camp out of fear. Chandrakanta then marched up which
wi- followed by the flight of. the Burmans trom which he
stired hime-ell of a victory.  Tle then reached Mabgar-ghat
where w bitter contest took place between the Burmese and
Chandikarta’s Sikh army.  The Ahom prince unaccustomed
to the sight @f hattle and bloodshed deserted the field and the
Burmese  caused o terrible massacre of his <oldigrs and
commanders.,

The Burmese rcign of terror  Alter the defeat of
Chndrikanta at Mahigar ghat the Burmese hecame the real
masters of the country A {resh re-inforcement now arrived
ltom Burma  under  Mingimaha  Bandula.  Tis  followers
mstituted 1 regime of plunder and rapine The Assamese
~abjects left their homes to escape from the tortures of the
Buimese  Chndralanta after Ining for <ometime at Bangal-
hit came 1o Assam and hegged the usurpers to restore him
Prs ancestral throne This was refused and Chandiakanta
Wasallewed to live at Rangpur as a pensioner of the Burmese.
“The Assamese Captain named Mao Bara made an abortive
“ftempt to drive the Burmese with the help of a contingent
of Baskatia  recrnits., e was partiadly successful in the
carlicr part of the campaign but was nltimately defeated,
stccompanied by a heavy massacre of his coldiers.

The author here gives a graphic account of the tortures
and Darbaritics practised by the Burmese soldiers upon the
hapless  Assamese people. ~ A number of men and women
would be sliut up in 4 house which was set fire to afterwards.
Youthiul virgins were forced to hecome their wives.  The
reople fled to distant parts of the country where they were
Plundered and killed by the Duflas and other wild tribes.
Villagers were robbed of their property and were subjected
1o inhuman tortures in the event of their failure to produce
their money.  The fathers of beautifnl maidens had great
‘redit with the Burmans; they would be readily admitted into
their fold; they would dress themselves as Burmans and
commit excesses upon their own countrymen. ‘The people
taking shelter in forests did not farc betier: babies in arms
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died for want of milk duc to the starvation and death of
their mothers. The Burmese dishonoured all women the
came :across in the roads and thoroughfares. THe ugly and
unattractive oncs were left to the mercy of fate while ther
morc beautiful sisters enjoyed the continued patronage of
the Shan barbarians. Daughters were molested®in presenc
of their parents and wives hefore their husbhands.

The Assamese would have been wiped out of existence
if the gods had not intervened at this stage. There took
place a misunderstanding hetween the DBurmese and th
Sham soldiers. The Shams killed a large number of Mans
including the commanders Mahmit and his son. In the
meantime Scott Sahib centered Assam and at the sight of
the British Paltan the DBurmesc soldiers retired from the
country without offering any opposition. ,The author
implores the forgiveness of his readers for having discribud
things which arc outside the pale of the scripturces.

The author's autobiogiaphical hnes. The ancestors of
the author and their places of residence are here described.
The author regrets that he did not take his Lirth within the
pale of the four castes, for which he is derided as an akun
or a casteless one. He is a Banik by caste and is named
Dutiram having his residence at Jorhat sincc his birth, 1
father was Sonabar 1lazari and the grandfather was also 2
Hazari upon whom Lukshmi Singha conferred the ustal
immunities enjoycd by a mnon-paik subject, including the
remission of government demands. Dutiram then relates how
his ancestor Chiran Barua was degraded from a Kath to 2
Baniya through the jealousy and intolerance of Rupchandrs
Barbarua during the reign of Siva Singha who allowed Chirau
and his descendants to usc the title of Deka as a humble
token of their former position and rank. Dutiram furthe
regrets that being fettered by the attractions of the world
he has not heen able to devote himsell whole-heartedly to the
worship of ITari.

Chapter XIIl.—Assam under the East India Compary.
Scott Sahib halted at Dikhoumukh with the Colonel (Richard¢)
and he subscquently took posscssion of the capital. —The
Burmese retired to their country. Scott Sahib and th(‘i‘
Colone! requisitioned the services of eight Barkakatis a“d
employed them in preparing an cstimate of the lands ad
population of the country, which was divided into two Paft-""
namcly Senior Khanda and Junior Khanda, in.chal'_g?,o
Scott Sahib and Colon.! Sahib respectively. A third dmsnog
was created in the North Bank with the rivers Dihang an i
Dibang in the north and the Buri Dihing in the west an
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south. This division was constituted as an Agency Motalak
and had the additional charge of controlling British relations
with the Mataks, Khamtis, Nagas, Singphows, Abors and
the Mishimis. The judicial and revenue administration of
the country was cntrusted to a body of Assamese nobles who
hi.d enjoyed %ervice in the older regime.

Sometimes after Purandar Singha rcpresented to the
Governor-Cieneral that he cxpected the restoration of his
country to him. The Governor-General regretted that the
Pritish expedition had cost him a vast sum of money which
had to Dhe recovered, adding that he was inclined to confer
only half the kingdom to Purandar Singha retaining the
other half to the British.  Purandar Singha being pleased
with the friendly attitude of the Governor-Gieneral returned
to Assam and halted at Kurua, a short distance up Gauhati.
The Dihing Gosain had been encamping at Kurua for some-
time past. Purandar Singha in recollection of the time-
honoured friendship between the Satradhikars of Dihing and
his ancestors visited the Gosain at his camp where he and his
ollowers were hospitably entertained.

White Sahib then formally installed Purandar Singha as
Raja at Jorhat as a feudatory prince entrusted with the
Wdmimistration of Junior Khanda on condition of payment
ot an annual tribute of rupees 50,000.

Purandar Singha appointed Mahidhar, son of Ruchinath,
1~ Ilur‘ggoh.nin and Radhanath as Barbarua, and governed
tlul- territory in his charge on the lines of the previous Ahom
tulers, !

Purandar’s son Kameswar Juvaraj was an a.complished
man.  He established friendship with Nityasobhanchandra
'Dcva, the Gosain of Dihing. A camp was e¢rected for him at
Tokolai near Jorhat from where he went to sce Purandar
Smgha at his palace. Kameswar Juvaraj presented to the
Gi0sain a tusker named Gathi-kowanr. Kameswar in his
turn visited the Gosain at Tokolai and the prince himself
Took a leading part in the musical entertainment arranged
tor the occasion.

Purandar Singha was subscquently removed from his
responsibilities, and the government of the Junior Khanda
was resumed by the Fast India Company. The first British
gml(‘}"; to hold charge of this newly ceded area was Brodie
Sahib,

The author then describes the various activities carried
on in the Cutcherry of the magistrate. The Amolas or
clerks with goose-quills above their ears run to the Cutcher
0 bhe present there at 10 o'clock sharp, in default of whi
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they will be fined and the amount deducted from their pay
The Cutcherry has three divisions,—first, the Collectory
Sherishta which deals with revenue matters and decides lung
disputes; the second is called Dewani Sherishta, which deals
with money matters being administered by an officer know
as Munsif; the third onc is called Ifauzdari, where cases of
theft and murder are enquired into.. Petitions drafted by
Arji-Maharis are addressed and submitted to the proper court
The parties to a case are to appear on a fixed day and their
absence is known as garhasir. False witnesses are
occasionally produced bhefore the court, and they com
previously tutored. Petitionls have to be submitted on
stamped papers which have to be purchased; postal stamp.
can be purchased at the Post Office and a letter can be sent
at a cost of two pice; a kind of paper called Lot or note
with the impress of the Maharani has been introduced con
sisting of diffcrent denominations, namely rupees twent).
hundred and onc thousand. Tea gardens have also buen
introduced. The author adds,—*‘This is how the Government
of Assam is enjoyed by others. How can man enter into
the intentions of the Almighty God?”

Purandar Raja did not accept the pension granted to
him by the Government after the resumption of his tern
tories.” After his death his son Kameswar Juvaraj followed
his father’s example preferring to live upon his ancestral
property.

Kameswar died after sometime, having appoimcd
Kandarpeswar as the Charingia Raja. Kandarpeswar wa‘
a mere child at the time of his father’s death, and he did not
know the intricacies of politics.  Harnath Parvatia Barm
Sadar-amin reported the names of a number of men as being
engaged in  a conspiracy against the Government
Kandarpeswar was arrested and taken to Calcutta. 1ie was
afterwards granted a pension of Re. 500 per month, with
the help of which he passed his days at Gauhati.

Maniram Dewan was then in Calcutta as the mukteer OF
representative of Kandarpeswar Singha the object of his 513¥
being the restoration of the country to Kandarpeswar by

petitioning the Lat Sahib. Maniram was arrested and sent
back to Assam in charge of a number of British _soldners-
One Piali of the Gabharu Melia Bezbarua family “'?;
arrested. Maniram and Piali were subsequently executed:
Many men were punished in this connection and there secme
to be a repetition of Panimuar Khabar. The prisoners wer
sent to Alipur; among them was one Dutiram Barw
Sherishtadar who believed himself to be innocent. His 9":

Priyalal, unable to see the sufferings of his father,
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to Calcutta, saw the Governor betore whom he pleaded for
the release of his father. Dutiram was released and aiso
the other prisoners for which people showered thanks and
Plussings upon Priyalal

Here the author ends his hook with the customary
peroration emjoining upon all people to abandon the transient
attractions of wealth and position, to refrain from entertain-
g any malice towards any creature. “If this is done Hari
will be merciful to you and accept you as his true devotee,
and von will go o hcaven uttering the name of Ram.”

"2. B{sWESWAR VAIDYADHIPA'S BURANJL.

Chapter 1.—Swargadeo Gaurinath Singha. Swargadeo
Garmath Smgha, being continuously harassed by the attacks
ind depredations of the Moamaria ‘insurgents fled down to
Gauhati in January 1788, leaving the Prime Minister Purna-
manda Buragohain in charge of the affairs of the capital
Rangpur.  While stopping at Gauhati he heard that the
rebls had put to death two of his trusted generals and
occupied the capital. He deputed three messengers to
Caleutta to solicit the aid of the British Governor-General
of India. As a result of the King's request Captain Welsh
cime to Assam at the head of a detachment of sepoys officered
|{y scveral British commanders, Captain Welsh in the
company of the King procceded up the Brahmaputra and
arrived at Deorgaon from where a force was sent against
the Mataks. The rebels surrounded the sepoys and hurled
<t them words of defiance and death. The trained firing of
the sepoys caused heavy casualties in the ranks of the
Moamarias and they dispersed saying,—*‘This is not the work
;ﬂ' man but of God, and we have been punished because we
'ave not observed the distinction between righteousness and
sn ° The Buragohain proceeded with the subjects to
}ll:rcv;t the King at Dikhoumukh. The King and his minister
aving met after a long time gave vent to their sorrow at
the plight of the country.

Captain Welsh asked Purnananda to narrate the origin
‘]’(f, the Moamaria revolt, and the Prime Minister narrated how
Nrtichandra  had provoked the Morans to hostility by
n\ﬂlctmp;. severe punishment on their leader for some
tregularity in the supply of elephants. The Morans met
“; a body at Kakatal to plan revenge for which they had
also obtained the sanction of the son of their spiritual leader.
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They had taken with them Mohanmala Barjana Gohain who
had been deprived of the throne at the time of Rajeswar
Singha's accession through the machinations of Kirtichandra
Barbarua. The Captain then wanted to know about the
capital Rangpur, and the Premier described the walls and
the moats of the city as well as the residence, and private
apartments of the King.

The Captain having heard the entire account of the
Moamaria revolt assured the Premier of his determination
to recover Rangpur. The Morans reported to Bharathi Ra
about the advent of the Firingi army. The rebels seized with
panic and dismay deserted the capital and proceeded to
Bengmara where Sarvananda was ruling as an independent
chieftain.  Sarvananda despatched his Barbarua named
Godha to fight with the Firingis in conjunctioh with
Bharathi's followers. The rebels then concéntrated thar
forces at Sibsagar. Captain Welsh proceeded with his force
against the rebels leaving the King at Ranghar in the
company of the Bibi. The Mataks uttered abusive terms
threatening extermination and death and rushed against the
Firingis. The contest was a terrible one and the smoht
from the British guns clouded the sky, and the carth was
littered with corpses like palm fruits at the end of a tempest.
Bharathi lost a finger and he fled from the hatfle-field with
Godha and the remnant of his force.

The royalists now entered the capital and the Captain
left Assam after having restored Gaurinath to his throne af
Rangpur.  The Premier then proposed the shifting of the
capital from Rangpur to Jorhat, the former being practically
devastated by the rebels.” Gaurinath Singha then breathed
his last after having nominated Kamaleswar Singha as hi>
successor.

Chapter I1l.—Swargadeo Chandarkanta Singha. First
author has disposed of the reign of this monarch in thirty
lines. He describes the period of Kamaleswar Singha as
being 'Ram-rajya or the reign of Ramchandra, full of peace
and prosperity, “of crops and fishes”” in the words of (l't;
poet.  Purmananda is compared to Sumantra, minister ¢
Ramchandra. He is credited with the organisation of th"

and the supression of the enemies. He is patient.
candid and intelligent, devoted to pure ways of living, a0
adorned with all high qualities. I-Fe is a benefactor of the
Brahmans and _Mahantas. The King’s mother is then
compared to Daivaki, the mother of Srikrishna. ¢
prosperity and wealth of other countries have sought refuge
in her, a fact proved by her being the mother of two successive
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sovercigns. Kamaleswar Singha died after a reign of fourteen
years,

Chapter Il—Swargadeo Kamaleswar Singha. The
Burmese invasion. Kamaleswar Singha was succeeded by
his brother Chandrakanta Singha. Things went on smoothly
during the ffrst scven years of his reign, at the end of which
there broke out dissensions among the ministers. Purnananda
Buragohain deputed men to arrest Badanchandra, the
Barphukan or Viceroy at Gauhati. Badanchandra for fear of
life sailed down to Calcutta where he begged of the Goveinor-
Gieneral for a contingent of sepoys. The (iovernor-General
refused to comply with the Phykan’s request saying that he
would not deviate from his promise not to help with soldiers
any oge but an independent sovereign. The Governor-
General, how.evvr. advised the Phukan to go to Burma and
seck the help of the Burmese King who was described as a
very powerful monarch, as having conquered many .erritories,
adding that hostilities between the Burmans and the Firingis
had continued without any ceswation from a long time like
the contest hetween Karna and Arjuna. The Governor-
General had personally to go to Burma to sce to the termina-
tion of their long-standing enmity in which he was of course
successful.

The Barphukan procceded accordinglv to Burma and
related to the King the affairs of Assam, and the plight to
which he had been reduced. The Burmese King out of pity
despatched a force against Assam under a general named
Bom Senapati who was specially entrusted with the destruction
of the Phukan’s enemies, refraining at the same time from
any hostility towards the Indra-vamsi ruler of Assam,
adding,—“If you violate this order of mine_you will be
destroyed with your children and friends.”” Bom Senapati
marched towards Assam and was joined on his way by the
chiefs of Munkang, Hukum and Singphow. After some
months the Burmese force reached Ghilamara. Kamini
Phukan, a representative of the Burmese army, mct the Ahpm
general Gagoi Rajkhowa. When questioned about the object
of the Burmese expedition to Assam, Kamini Phu.kan gave
out that they have come to place Gambhesing Raja on the
throne of Assam with Badanchandra as his minister. This
Gambhesing was described as the son of Gaurinath Singha
through one of his wives, who had left the company of the
S'»\'iu'_gadeo at Gauhati. He was born outside his motherland.
Kamini Phukan finished up b{l saying,—*'If you are endowed
Vith strength and courage then come forward and give us~
battle; if not, you should in a body go to him and,offer him
due submission and homage.”
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Gagoi Rajkhowa communicated the news to the Bura.

gohain and the King. Kamini Phukan in the mecantime

roceeded through Meleng to Charaideo.  Purnananda

uragohain died suddenly at this critical juncture.  The
King expressed his regret and appointed Purnananda’s son
Ruchinath to the office of the Prime Minister. ¢Gagoi Raj-
khowa marched at the head of a sepoy contingent and met th
Burmese invaders led by Bom Senapati. There was furious
fighting on both sides. The noise of guns resounded the sky
and many soldiers perished in the battle-field. The Burmans
would not give way cven though hard-pressed in the engage-
ment. (agoi Senapati being dismayed retreated to his fort
which was afterwards surrounded by the Burmans.  The
Ahom soldiers scized with panic and fear surrendered their
arms and offered submission. Badanchandra Barphuktn, the
prime mover of the scene, asked the Burmans to cease firing,
and the battle thus came to an end to the discomfture and
defeat of the Assamese. The Burmese now cntered
the fort and wrested the arms and ammunitions from the
Ahom soldiers. The commanders were taken ou and stripped
off of all their clothes. Gagoi Rajkhowa was made stark naked
and made to dance for the diversion of his Burman audience.
He was then led to a neighbouring stream and ducked in the
waters.

The news of this disaster was communicated to ('.handr.l
Lanta Singha. Ruchinath Buragohain suggested flight to
Gauhati as being the better course.  Chandrakanta replied,—
“If T desert my charge the Burmese will devastate the country.
There is no room for a king if his subjects are destroyed,
and therc is no usc of my being a monarch if I allow my
country to be devastated. People will laugh if 1 take to my
heels. * T will embrace whatever comes to my lot for the sahe
of my country.” Ruchinath Buragohain fled down with his
brothers to Gauhati. The Burmese entered Jorhat an
Badanchandra saluted the Swargadeo. At the request of Eh}‘
King Badanchandra narrated the circumstances of his vist
to Burma. He could not understand the language of tht
Burmans till he met in Burma an old acquaintance named
Hali. The Burmese queen, who was originally an Assamest
lady palmed off to the Burmese palace by the Singphows.
introduced Badanchandra as her brother and interce ed_foc‘l’
him with the Burmese King, as a result of which he obtaine
a Burmese force to accompany him to Assam. Badanchandr2
regretted that the enemies for whose extermination he ha
taken so much trouble could no longer be available.
Badanchandra was asked not to chase down Ruchinath Bura-
pohain in defasult of his father and thus bring about chaos
and disorder in the country. He was appointed Mantr-
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Thukan. The Burmese soldiers were given presents of
ornaments_aned dress and asked to retire peacefully to their
country. Bom Senapati bowed down to the Swargadeo and
went back to Burma with presents of precious articles as
well as a princess for the King of Burma. Badanchandra
was afterwdrds murdered by Rupsing Subedar at the
mstigation of other ministers,

Chandrakanta Singha deposed.  The death of Badan-
chandra left Chandrakanta Singha without a powerful suppor-
ter.  Ruchinath Buragohain deputed his brother Jagannath
Dhekial Phukan, commonly known as Sarugohain, to the
Governor General at Caleutta td ask for a contingent of
iritish sepoys to fight with the Burmese, who, as he alleged,
had taken the Ahom King as captive to Burma. The
Governor-Gienreral did not believe in the story and refused
to interfere with the affairs of another country. Brajanath
Gohain, great-grandson of King Rajeswar Singha, was then
Ining in exile at Silmari in the district of Rungpoor in
Bengal. le now joined hands with Sarugohain and marched
at the head of a force of Dandua or Sikh merceneries against
Gauhati. A native soldier was dressed up as a Sahib as a
make believe that British aid had bheen obtained. Brajanath
and Sarugohain went up to Jorhat and assured Chandrakanta
of their loyalty and support in order to disarm all opposition.
They then concentrated their adherents at one place and
declared Brajanath’s son Purandar as king, though the real
power was wielded by his father who was disqualified for the
H_u-onc tor a slight defect in his body. Sarugohain entered
Chandrakanta's palace, seized his person and plindered all
his helongings.

. The deposed Chandrakanta was then taken to Taratali.
The  queen-mother now  advised Chandrakanta to
Pray to Srikrishna for his aid. Chandrakanta meditated at
the feet of Srikrishna and was blessed with the vision beatific
ol Srikrishna.  The l.ord took compassion upon the un-
fortunate monarch, and deputed a messenger to tell the
Burmese King ahbout Chandrakanta's deposal hy Brajanath.
Ihis news reached the ears of Hemo Mepaya, the Assamese
Princess presented to the Burmese King Bodowapha by
{handrakanta. She implored her royal partner to re-instate
er brother on the throne of Assam, and the Burmese King
readily agreed saying,—*‘I have no friend like Chandrakanta,
he has blessed me with a youthful paramour in this old age
of mine. An old man enjoying the company of a young girl

comes thoughtless of all other concerns: and his heart
‘annot stand separation even for a moment. I have heard
that in days of yore King Dasaratha, at, the instance of his
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young wife, drove Ramchandra who was the receptacle of
good virtues, and that Ram in obedience to his father’s behest
went to live in the forest. The sister of Chandrakanta has
similarly enamoured my heart, and she has occupied the
highest position among the beauties of my harem. How can
I remain inactive hearing the tale of sorrow? ® I feel like
personally taking the field to restore the kingdom to
Chandrakanta.”

Second Burmese invasion. The Burmese King despatched
an army of 16,000 strong under the command of the general
Kiamingi Gohain. The news reached the cars of the Ahom
Buragohain who sent a sepoy force under Gagoi-Phukan
Scnapati. The Burmese reached Ghilamara from whgre they
proceeded to Ladoigarh, their march being interrupted by
sporadic fightings which were in gencral favdurahle to the
Assamese. The Assamese now concentrated their soldiers
ncar the Janji river while the Burmese remained prepared
for action at Sulpanichiga. Drajanath believed that Chandra
kanta was responsible for this fresh incursion of the Burmese.
and he despatched emissaries to put Chandrakanta to death
who having received scent of it left his quarters and entcred
into deep forest in the company of one Tanuram.

Battlé of Sulpanichiga. Then there took place a terrible
contest between the Ahom and the Burmese forces at
Sulpanichiga. Gagoi-Senapati who had figured 5o
prominently during the first Burmese invasion was threatened
by Kiamingi who said,—‘‘Listen, oh, you wicked Gagoi, last
time after your defeat you were taken to the waters with 2
rope round your waist. You were immersed in water and
striped off of your clothes. Shameless as you are you dare t0
fight with us once again. This time you will he captured
and not allowed to escape scot-free. "Beware, the god of
death dances on your head.” The Burmese dug a number of
trenches, and remained ready for attack. Gagoi-Scnapat!
ordered his soldiers to fire, and this was reciprocated from
the hostile camp.  The noise of gunshot resembled the cot
tinuous humming of bees. There were heavy casualties 07
both sides. Raghubar, a Subedar of the Ahom army, d“h‘_‘
into the hostile lines on horse-back. He was met by a gencrd
of Munkang who aimed his javelin at the Subedar. Raghubar
evaded the spear-thrust by a deft manceuvre of his body. IJF
then lopped off the head of the Munkang general, spurre 15
horse to the Ahom camp followed by cheers even from his
enemy for his dash and courage. The Burman Kﬂm‘l‘_‘ﬁ‘;
then personally appeared at the main theatre of contest. e
presence emboldened his followers and dismayed the hea
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of the Assamese. The combat deepened but the Assamese
could not regain their lost courage. They hegan to tremble
with tear déven though they had with them their weapons and
arms. Thc Assamesc soldiers took to their heels. Even
the redoubtable Hao Bara of Lakhimpur deserted the ficld
along with s Baskatia army. The flight of the Assamese
army rescmbled the dispersal of the clouds during a tempest.
The Burmese signalised their victory hy blowmg their
trumpets. The battle of Sulpanichiga took place on Saturday.
the fifth of Phalgun, 1740 Saka, corresponding to February
17, 1819 A.D.

Like Badanchandra Barphukan the chief ally of the
Burmese during the first invasion, one Momai Barua gpuided
the Burmese in this sccond expedition. He was a descendant
of the Bara-Bhuyans, and had his family home in Namrup.
Being in relationship a maternal uncle of Chandrakanta
Singha, he was called Momai Barua. He was well-known
for his pluck and intelligence. He was deputed by Purnananda
Buragohuin to the Singphow country to recover the Assamesc
captives and refugees with the promise to appoint him_chief
of Namrup if he succeeded in his mission. Momai Barua
found it difficult to subdue the refractory Singphows. He
then proposed to coerce them with the help of _a Burmese
force, for which he visited Ava. The Burmese King having
discovered Momai's abilities despatched him  against  the
Mogals (or the Arracanese). The Mogals were defeated and
Momai was appointed Raja of that place under the golden
throne of Ava. He was brought from that place to
accompany Kiamingi during his expedition to Assam.

After the defeat of the Ahom army at Sulpanichiga,
Ruchinath Buragohain, his brother Marangikhowa Gohain
and Dhekial Phukan, and Brajanath left Jorhat and pr_ogcedc:d
down to Gauhati, Chandrakanta Singha was then livin l:“
the forest under the protection of one Kachari-Thakur. The
Thakur having heard of the victory of the Burmese went
with Chandrakanta to Momai Barua who gave secret shel}:}:’
to the unfortunate monarch. Kiamingi deliberated v';"ltl
Momai Barua with regard to the affairs of Assam. N
Burmese gencral was of opinion fhat Assam had Im:Iﬂy
valorous fighters, hut owing to the absence of a got;t{i el‘hcr
they had to meet reverses in the battle-field. ¢ :h::
enquired of (‘handrakanta’s whereabouts. Momai Bal1“1" and
led Chandrakanta, his mother and his wife to Tar?tal An
kept him at his residence with due dignity and sty e'nd the
interview was then arranged between Chandrakanta 2
Burmese general.

-0
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In the meantime a large number of Assamese subjects
had taken shelter in the woods out of fear for the Burmese
They were captured by the Burmese and subjected to innu
merable tortures on the assumption that they were supporter
of the Buragohain and hence inimical to the Burmese. The
people in their distress shouted,—"O Purnenanda Pitn
Buragohain, where art thou gone? Your absence has
caused this dire calamity. The King has been reduced 1o 4
miserable plight, and the whole country is on the verge ot
destruction. Your sons have met defecat and taken to their
heels throwing the subjects in the sca of Burmese tormen
tation.”” Momai Barua was approached to intercede on
behalf of the hapless Assamese subjects and stay the oppres
sion of the ruthless invaders. Momai Barua then gave to
Kiamingi a vivid description of the atrocities committéd by the
Burmese soldiers, adding that their continuarnte would only
bring about the depopulation of the country as the subjects
would he compelled to take shelter in foreign lands. The
Burmese general released the captives, punished his miscreant
followers and promulgated orders to his army to refrain from
all acts of plunder and rapine. Thus the Assamese wert
saved through the intervention of Momai Barua.

Chandrakanta rc-instated. Chandrakanta was then taken
to Rangpur and installed there as king by the Burmes
Kiamingi then took leave of the King and departed for
Burma leaving in Assam a Burmese force under the command
of Momai Barua. The old Alom officers and nobles now
joined the hanner of Chandrakanta, and Momai Barua be
came all-powerful in the land. Onec Dhani became Barbarud;
the Dekaphukan was appointed Bargohain; the deposed
Barpatra Gohain was re-instated in his office; Jayram, unck
of Momai Barua, and Baloram, his ncphew, were appc_'mmd
Khargharia Phukan and Puranimelia Barua respectively:
Sarvananda’s son Kalibar was appointed Buragohain; and
Manjai Kowanr was made Ncog-Phukan. A grand meetinf
of the officers and nobles was hcld to devise measures t0
resist any possiblé manceuvre of the party of Brajansth.
Dhani Barbarua’s valorous ]gromise to oust the imposters
was laughed down by the Barpatra Gohain who remindt
him of his intrepidity and cowardice displayed in the earlier
campaigns. Momai Barua smiled and said.—‘‘Don’t
afraid, 1 will take the field myself. If the real Firinghis com¢
to fight against us, if the Bargis or Mahrattas sharpen theif
swords, 1 possess the mecessary courage to defeat them al
Tven if the enemy receive the support of the gods, I 3
sure of putting them to flight and of preserving the independ-
ence of my country.”” Momai Barua then marched at the
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head of an army leaving Chandrakanta under the protection
ot two Burmese commanders Sajati Phukan and Pajufaya.

Taking advantage of the absence of Momai Barua from
Rangpur, Bajufaya and Sajati Phukan made up their minds
to put to_death the leading nobles and officers who had
tormerly supported the claims of Brajanath. Dhani Barbarua
was dragged from his scat at the court and subjected to
severe tortures after which he was shot and had his stomach
ripped open.  The Bargohain was also killed.  All those who
were suspected of enmity to Chandrakanta were killed or
mutilated. The surviving officers were afterwards imprisoned,
hut they were subsequently released through the intervention
of Chandrakanta.

Buttle of Khagarijan. The force led by Momai
Darua, though Assamese in spirit and intention,
consisted mainly of Burmese and Doanias. Ruchinath Bura
gohain and his adherents knew fully that the success of
Momai Barua mcant disaster to them, as they had behaved
in a systematically hostile manner towards the cause
of Chandrakanta. Gagoi-Senapati now joined Ruchinath
and made preparations to encounter the force of Momai
Barua. He collected a numerous force of sepoys which
was swelled by local recruits. A colossal stockade was
erccted at Khagarijan or Nowgong. Momai Barua pitched
his camp on the south bank of the Kalang river. Secmng the
impregnable character of Gagoi-Senapati’s fort a large
number of Nagayan sepoys belonging to the camp of Momai
-Barua joined the army of Ruchinath.  Some of them returncd
to their original lines but they were all put to death by the
Burmesc commander Sek Senapati Sek then crossed the
Kalang and erected threc forts on the north bank of the
river. e was accompanied by Matak soldiers, s weil as
t(hehCharingia Gohain, the Neog-Phukan and the Captain

sohain.

The first shot of the campaign was fired by Sck Senapats
which was returned by intense cannonading from Gago':l‘
artillery under the direction of an expert gunner name
Khalasi. In the battle that followed the northern division
of the Burmese army were defeated and put to flight. M°“}‘"
Barua then crossed the Kalang and appeared before the
discomfited Burmese soldiers who regained their lost cou‘l'ag*
just as elephant cubs frightencd by a tiger recover ';"":
fright and panic at the sight of their leader, The %2“ est
~as renewed with redoubled vigour. The visage Of_ 011331
Barua assumed a terrible aspect as it 5"0‘2' ) d""‘.'
the effulgence of a midday sun. _Khalasi Bangal ndc t‘l!:
cannon, but he was shot dead by Momai Barua. The deal
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of Khalasi disheartened the followers of Gagoi and they fled
in conlfusion and fear like a herd of little deer out of fright
for a lion.

Momai Barua then announced his victory by the beat of
drums. Gagoi-Senapati who was seriously woungded during
the engagement died in his fort during the course of the night
and this was followed by evacuation of ‘the entire garrison
of Khagarijan as the inmates fled to different quarters.

During the period of Burmese invasion the country was
visited by portents and omens: trees were uprooted without
any wind or tempest; jackals used to how! even at day-time:
princesses used to give birth to tiger-cubs; four-handed
babies were born of mortal mothers; the lingas or phalluses
of Siva broke down of their own accord; the images bf the
gods used to he coated with perspiration, and theeearth hegan
to tremble furiously.(Here the manuscript ends abruptly.)

THE END.
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Sir George Abraham Grierson, O.M.~I am msu:h obliged to you
for the Bulletin No. 1 of the Department of Historical and Anti-
quarian Studiecs in Assam. I have read it with the greatest pleuflrc
and much instruction, and um happy to see the fnlerut_thn(. is being
taken in the history and antiquities of the province. (.enal;llyti‘::
Bulletin shows that far greater progress has been made in
researches than I was previously aware of.—April 5, 1032.

Lt.-Col. Sir Wolsely Haig, K.C.I.E., C.M.G. C-::-l-'; b:l'l_vl'
of "“Cambridge History of India”, Vol. II, “Turks and Afghans’--
am very grateful to you for sending me the ﬁ-m l!u‘ i hich
Depariment of Historical and Antiquarian Studies of :i‘:i"': Hich
I have read with much interest, and which I hope to udies of the
review in the Bulletin of the School of Oriental Stm il
University of Londcn. The promotion and encouragem
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studics by the Government of an Indian province, and the careful
preservation and classification of historical records are a great service
to students of Indian history.—April 4, 1932.

I have sent a review of the admirable publication, the first
Bulletin of the Department of Historical and Antiquarian Studies,
Assam, a copy of which you so kindly sent me, to the Bulletin of
the School of Oriental Studies of the University of London, and |
hope that it will be published in the neat number of that Bulletin.—
April 17, 1932,

Professor Dr. Max Walleser, Goethesirasse, 12, IHeidelberg,
Germany.—1 beg to acknowledge having received a copy of Bulletin
No. 1 of the Department of Historical and Antiquarian Studies,
Assam, India, and T am specially glad as to the study of Ahom
language and literature by which a lamented gap in the gtudy of
Tibeto-Chinese culture will probably be filled.—April 4; 932,

M. Louis Finot, Chev. de la Legion d’honneur, Professor College
de France, Toulon, Var, France.—1 have perused with much interest
the firsg number of yowr Bulletin, which you have <o kindly sent
me. b owas delighted to hear of this new departure in the field of
Assamese studies, taken with an exccllent programme and the best
hopes of substantial results. It requites a true courage to launch
a scientific scries in these unhappy days. May the success reward
vour gallant enterprise.—April 0, 1932,

Li.-Col. 1. A. Waddell—1 thank you for the copy of the
Bulletin No. 5 of your Department of Historical and Antiquarian
Studies in Assam which you have so kindly sent me. 1 find it very
interesting in recording the little known historical manuscripts of
Assamese of the past few centuries. | hope you will be able to find
archaological remains of two or three thousand years ago of the
pre-historic period of the Ahoms in caves or shrines or clsewhere.
Should you do so I trust you will kindly send me particulars.—
April 16, 1032.

Mr. E. J. Rapson, Professor of Sanskrit, Cambridge, Editor of
the “‘Cambridge History of India”, Vol. I, ‘Ancient India’.—Pleasc
accept my best thanks for your kindness in sending me a °°P.V_°‘
Bulletin No. 1 of the Department of Historical and Antiquarian
Studies. This first number of a publication, which will place on
record the progress of rescarch in the history and anthropology of @
most interesting province, is most welcome. Sincerely wishing the
Department all possible success in its gﬂ'oﬂ.s.—April 9, 1932.

Mr. C.E.A.W. Oldham, C.S.I., joini-Editor of the *‘Indion
Antiquarv.”’—1 have to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of a
complimentary copy of Bulletin No. 1 of your Department. It i*
indeed gratifying to read the record of steady work that is b-einﬂ
carried out in your province in furtherance of tl e scheme so Wi
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tnaugurated by Sir-Charles Lyall ani Su Edward Gait. With all .
good wishes for the work ahcad.—April 6, 1932,

Sir William Foster, C.I.LE..—1 am obliged by your courtesy in
sending me a copy of the first Bulletin issued by the Department
of Historical Studies, Assam. 1 have perused it with much interest.
| wish the Department ol success in ite praiseworthy cfforts to
clucidate the history of the province, wd should any opportunity
occur of making its work known, 1 shall gladly take it.—April 6,
1932

Mr. ]J. R. Cunningham, C.1E., lalely Director of Public
Instruction, Assam.—] have been very much inteiested by the perusal
of the first Bulletin of your Department—an impressive record—and
appreciate the fiiendly spirit. which fed vou to cradit me with so
promindht o part in its establishment ; the fact s of course that had
it not been loone S K. Bhuyan, the Department would never have
come into being, and wee it not for the same S. K. Bhuyan it
would have had but little to record in the way of accomplishment.~
Aprit 5, 1032.

Srijut Huleswar Barbarua.—I am much dclighted to have a copy
of the first Bulletin of the Department of Historical and Antiguarian
Studies. Here runs my heartfelt gratitude to you for the uncummon
contribution you have been making to the Deputment.  Being in
the midst of academical drudgeries it is almost a wonder to me
how you manage oll these. The future of « country is buil'- more
or less on the plinth of the past; T am so happy to fecl that in you
there are makings of a good builder of our poor provinee —March
7, 1932, . ]

’ Srijul Benudhar Sarma,— Words fail to ,,iu: out my m.lmirntum
at the receipt of the Bulletin of the D.HAS, It is unique and
historic.  You must deserve all the congratulations for your Inudable
attempts and indefatigable work The concluding paragraph of
your report is unparallelly illuminating, and as a matter of (ar':i
these lines prove your fervent desirc for turning the lazy a

cheerless Assamese into an encrgetic and historical race.— March

4, 1932.



PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE.

Epmrp By Pror. S, K. Buryay, M7 bBL.,
HoXORARY Assistant DIRECTOR, D.H.A.».

1. Assam Buranji Or A Iistory of As<sam, from the
commencement ot Ahom rule to the British occupation of
Assam in 1820, being an enlarged version of the chromicle
of Kasimath Tamuli-Phukan, by the late Srijut Harakanta,
Sarma-Barua  Chaudhuri Sadar-Amin, pp. xxii - 152, With
prefaces in English and Assamese. Prescribed as a text-book
m Assamese Vernacular for the Intermediate dxaminations
in Arts and Science of the Caleutta University.  Cloth bound,
with gilt letters on front and back, Rs 2-8 per copy: and
paper bound. Re 1 per copy

2. Kamrupar Buranji. Or A Hidtory of Kamrup,
from the earliest times to the cessation of hostilities with
the Moguls in 1682 A1) The book contains a detailed
contemporary account of the conflicts with the Moguls and
of the early relations of the Moguls with Assam and Cooch
Behar  The appendices to  the hook contain  valuable
accounts of Kamrnp compiled from the manuscript records
of Buchanan Hamilton ¢tc. With a contemporary portrait
of Nawab Mir Jumla, and prefaces in English and Assamese,
pp. xvii 152  Prescribed as o text-book  in Assamese
Vernacular  for the B.A Examination of the Calcutta
Uhniversity. pp. 1-00  Cloth hound. with gilt letters on front
and back, R~ 2-8 per copy; and paper bound, Re. 1 per copy.

OPINIONS.

Srigut Lakshnimath Bezbaroa writes,—1 am delighted to go
through a copy of Assam Huranji by late Harakanta Barua Sadar-
Amin, and a copy of Kamrupar Buranp compiled from old Assamesc
manuscript chronicles, both <o ably edited by Professor S, K. Bhuyan,
Honorary Assistant Director, and published by the Department of
Historical and Antiguarian Studies, Assam. They are scholarly
cditions. 1 am sure they will be veryruscful to students of Assam
history as well as the history of the Moghul Empire.

Siv Jadunath Sarkar, Ki, writes,—Kamrupar Buranji of which
you have published a scholarly cdition, will be very useful to students
of Assam history, and to a limited cxtent, to those of the history
of the Mughal Empire. 1 shall usc your Kamrupar Buvanji when
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1 hav, accasion @ prepare the ncxt edition (4th) of my Hsstory of
Aurangeeb, Vol. 3, which deals with Assam,

8 Asamar Padya-Buraniji. Or a Metricul Chionicle
of Assam, comprising,— 1st., Dutiram Hazarika’s Kali-bharat,
or . hitoty of Assum from the accession of Sulikpha
Ratnadhwaj Singha Lora Raja 1 1679, to the transfer of
the territdriecs of the East India omp.ny to _ the
@rown m 1858, and 2nd., Biswesw.r Vaidyadhipa's Belimara,
Boranp, front Captain Wlih's cxpodition to Assara in 1792
to the victory of the Burman forces at Khagarijan or
Now: ong 1 1819 Acsamese gext with margimalia, pp. 1 to 278;
synopsis i Enghsh, pp. 279 to 308; Preface and Introduction
w P ughsh, Introducts i i "Acsamese  With four-coloured
contcmporary protraits of King Siva Singha and his Qu
regnant Maharani Amvika Devi. Cloth bound, price Ba. 8}
per copy -

4. Tungkhungia Buranfi. (Assamese version). A Chro-
nicle of the Ahom Kings of Assam of the Tungkhungia
Dynasty, Dbetng the chromele of Srinath Duara Barbarua
with prefatory chapteis collated by the ecditor. From the
accession of Gadadhar Singha to the eleventh year of the
reign of Kamaleswar Singha, 1681 to 1806; with an account
of the period of disruption, 1671 to 1681 Contains
valuable accounts of the reigns of Gadadhar Singha, Rudra
Singha, Siva Singha, Pramatta Singha, Rajeswar Singha,
1 akshmi Simgha, Gaurinith Singha and Kamaleswar Singha,
Assamese text with marginalia, pp 1 to 186; Preface and
Introduction in English, pp. iii to xxvii; Introduction in
Assamese, pp. xxxv to xlvii. With four-coloured contem-
porary potraits of King Siva Singha and his Queen regnant
Maharani Amnvika Devi (loth bound, Rs, 2/8 per u:l_q,"

5. Deodhai Asam Buranji. Or A History of Assam,
from the carliest times to the accession of Jayadhwaj Singha
in 1548 A D., written in conformity with Ahom traditions
being the translation of an old Ahom Buranji: with a number
of shorter chronicles —Bahgaria Buragohain’s Buranji,
compiled hy Atan Buragohain Rajmantri Dangaria, Prime
Minister of Assam, 1662 to 1679; Dativalia Buranji or an
account of the Ahom relations with neighbouring chicftains;
accounts of the ceremonies of Ahom marriages, hawk-flights
and burials; an account qf the official functions of Daivajnas
or astrologers; early history and traditions about the Koches,
Kacharis, Jayantias, Chutias, Naras; conflicts between the
Nara and Mantara; the first Ahom sovereign Swarganarayan;
and the Mikirs; with a complete list of Ahom Kings and a
table for converting laknis or years of the Shan Aijepi

40



ralender to their corresponding Hindu sckas. Text with
marginalia, pp. 1 to 222; Preface and Introduciion
English; Introduction in Assamese Cloth bound, price Rs. 1
per copy.

6. Tungkhungia Buranjl. (English wvcrsion), bans a
literal English tranclation of the Assamese svirson of the
Tungkhungia  Buranji, by Prof. 8. K Bhmal. Wi
critical and historical survey of the period In the press

7. Bulletin No. 1 of the Department of Historical and
Auntiquarian Studies, Assam. Report on the worh of tl
Department with a handlist of manuscripts and transcript
with a Foreword by His Facellency Sir Laurie Hammond
Governor of Assam, 1927-1932.  Price Re. 1 per copy.

To be had of:

Basvory Micra, na,
Assistant, 1) [ 1S . Gavhatt, 4.sam



